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Of the Loves of Gil Blas, and Signiors 


Lorenza Sephora. * 
IDE: Co 
— Ss Went then to Xelva, to car: 
ry the good Samuel Simon 
the three thouſand Ducars 


8 8 will Rory own, that I was 
tempted, upon the Road, to 
make my ſelf Maſter of this Money, in 


order to begin my Stewardſhip. with good 


Vol. III. B F ortune. 


we had ſtolen from him; 1 


* 


"x eren Bock . 


Fortune. - I might bave play'd this Trick 
Without danger, I had nothing to do but 
to take a Journey for five or fix Days, 
and return afterwards, as if I had per- 
form'd my Commiſſion ; neither Don A.- 
phonſo nor his Father would have ſaſpected 
my Integrity. However, I did not jyield 
to the Temptation; I can even fay, that 1 
overeame it like a Man of Honour; which 
was not a little commendable in a young 
Jo who 77 been * to the Com- 

ny eat Rogues great many, 
2 8 only with honeſt Men, are - 
not ſo ſcrupulous ; thoſe eſpecially who 
have . fuch Fruſts committed to their 
be forfeited without pre- 
judice to "their Reputation, could (if they 
pleas'd) give Inſtances hereof. 


te” Tr ©; thus reſtored the Money to the 
Merchant, who did not in the leaſt expect 
it, F-return'd to the Caſtle of Leyva; the 
Count de Polam was no there, he 
was ſet out again for Toledo, with Julia 
aid Don Frraando. I found my new Ma- 
ſee more in Love than ever with Serapbima, 
Seraphina charm' d with him, and Don Cæ- 
for raviſh'd with the Enjoyment of © 
both. 1 ie 
od Graces of fo, tender a Father, an 
cceeded in it; I was. made S a 
the Houſe, directed all, I receir'd the 
Money 


Chap. 1. F GIL BLAS. 3 
Money of the Tenants, defray'd all 
the Expences of the Family, and had an 


But I did not (as is uſual with Perſons of 
my Station) make an ill uſe of my Power. 
J neither _rarn'd away fach Domeſticks as 


diſpleas'd me, nor requir'd others to be a- 


be + at my Devotion; if they addreſ d 
themſelves ditectly either to Don Ce 
or his Son, to ask any Favour, I Was 
fo far from oppoſing them, that I ſpoke 
in their behalf. Beſides, the Marks which 
my, Maſters gave me, every Hour, of their 
Affection, infpir'd me with a Zeal for their 
Service. I conſulted enly their Intereſt; 
there was no L emain in my Manage- 
ment; in ſhort, I was ſuch a Steward as 
could not eafily be met with. - 

Whilſt I was hugging my felf at my 


jealous of what the blind Goddeſs did for 


me, was reſolv'd I ſhould alfo have fome 
Fayours to thank him for, Accordingly he. 


infþir'd. Signiora Lorenza Sephore with a 


violent Inclination for Moofieur / Inten- 
dant. My Conqueſt, to ſpeak the Truth 


like a faithful Hiſtorian, border'd upon 
Fifty; nevertheleſs, a cool Air, an agree» 
able Face, and two fine Eyes, which ſhe 


knew admirably well how ta uſe to the 


abſolare Authority of the Men Servants : - 


good Fortune, Love, as if he had been 


* 
po. 
0 
- 


beſt Advantage, * make it paſs for 2 
4 Piet” 


+ © 9 
an} 
= by 
" 4 
: 
= 


4 The HisTOoRY Bock 1. 


Piece of good Fortune. I conld only have. 
wiſh'd her a little more Colour, for ſhe 
Was very pale, which I did not tail aſcri- 
bing to her ſtrict Preſervation of her Ho- 


_ nouFr 


The good Dame lured me on for ſome 
time, by Glances wherein her Love was 
expreſs d ages enough; but inſtead of an- 
ſwering her Ogles, I at firſt made as if I 
did not underſtand her Drift : Hereby 1 
ſeem a meer Novice to her, at which ſhe 
was not diſpleas'd. Imagining therefore 
tha ſhe ought not to confine her ſelf to 
this dumb Language, with, a young Fel- 
Jow whom ſhe did not think ſo knowin 
as he was, the firſt Converſatton we hat 
together, the declar'd her Sentiments to me 
in expreſs Terms, that I might no longer 
be ignorant of them, She went to wo 
like a Woman who was Miſtreſs of her 
Art; ſhe ptetended to be in Confuſion 
whilſt ſhe ſpoke to me, and after havin 
fairly ſaid whatever ſhe had to ſay, ſhe hid 
ner Face, to make me believe ſhe was a- 
 ſham'd of having diſcover'd her Weakneſs 

to me. I was forced to ſurrender, and 
(tho' Vanity had a greater Share therein 
than Inclination) I ſeem'd very ſenſible of 
her Goodneſs, I even affected to be preſ- 
ſing, and acted the paſſionate Lover fo 
well, that I iacurr'd her Reproaches. Lo- 

| renze 


Chap. r. of GIL BLAS. F 
reuza indeed reprimanded me; but with 
ſo much Mildneſs, that in adviſing me to 


have more Diſeretion, ſhe ſeem'd not an- 
gry at my having fail'd in that Point. 1. 


might have carry'd things farther, if my 1 


beloved Object had not fear'd I ſhould en- 
tertain a bad Opinion of her Virtue,” if ſhe |. 
gtanted me too eaſy a Conqueſt. Thus 
we parted till a new Interview, S. 5 
perſuaded that her feign'd Refiltance made | 
me believe her a Vela, and I full of the 
pleaſing Hope of putting ſoon an end to 
this Adventure. K > 6p 
. Fhings were in this poſture, when a 


Footman of Don Ceſar's brought me 


News that moderated my Joy.: This Fel- 
low was one of thoſe curions Servants 
who make it their Buſineſs to find oat all 
that paſles in the Houſe. As he made his 
Court to me very diligently, and enter- 
tain'd me every Day with ſome Novelty, 
he came one Morning to tell me he had 
made a pleaſant Diſcovery, and that he 
would impart it to me, on condition 1 


would keep his Secret, ſeeing it concern'd © ' 


Signora Lorenza, whoſe Reſentment (as 
he ſaid) he apprehended. I had too much 
a mind to hear what he had to tell me, not 
to promiſe him Silence: However, with- 
out ſeeming in the leaſt mov'd, I ask'd 
him with the greateſt Indifference, hat 
| B 3 - "Me; 
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the Diſcovery was which was ſo divert- . 
ing. Lorena (ſays he) introduces the Sur- 
geon ot ihe Village fecretly into her Apart» 
ment every Night: He is a young Fellow 
very wel] made, and my Spark ſtays there 
a conſiuerable time. Not but I believe, 
(adds he, with a malicious Smile) that all 
this may be done very innocently ; but 
you'll allow me, that a young Fellow's 


-. Niding fecretly into a Woman's Chamber, 


— incline Folks to judge amiſs of 
OY | 

Tho? this Information gave me as much 
Frouble as if I had been really in Love, 
Itock care not to ſhew it, I even forced 
my- ſelf to laugh at this News, which 
pierc'd me to the Soul; but I made my 
ſelf amends for this Conſtraint, as ſoon as 
I faw my ſelf without Witneſſes. I rag'd, 
1 fwore, and I conſider'd what Meaſures I 
ſhould take. At one time deſpiſing Lo- 
renza, I thought of leaving her, without 
deigning to come to an Eclairciſſement with 
the Coquet ; at another time, imagining 
my Honour concern'd in driving away the 
Surgeon, I propos'd calling him to an Ac- 
count: This laſt Reſolution prevail'd. I 
lay in Ambuſh that Evening, and accord- | 
ingly ſaw my Gentleman enter with a 
myſterious Air into my Dxenna's Apart- 
ment. There wanted but this to 1 5 | 
- © uy, 
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Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. 5 
Fury. I went out of the Caſtle, and 
poſted my ſelf upon the Road by which 
my Spark was to return. I waited for 
him without ſtirring, and every Moment 
increas'd my Defire of fighting with him: 
In ſhort, my Enemy appear'd, 
vanc'd ſome Paces like a Hecter to meet 
him; but, I don't know how the Devil it 
happen'd, 1 found my ſelf ſeiz*'d on 'n ſud- 
den, like one of Homer's Heroes, with a 
Terror that ſtopp'd me. I was in as 
a Confuſion as Paris, when he was to 
fight Menelans.: I began to confider my 
Antagoniſt, who ſrem'd to me ſtrong and 
vigorous, and I thought his Sword of an 
_ excefſive Length: All this made an Im- 
reſſion upon me. Neverthelef, our of 
ont of Honour, tho” I faw the Danger 
with Eyes that magnify'd it; and, ſpite of 
my marural Temper, which ſtrove obſti- 
nately to deter me, I had the Courage to 
advance towards the Surgeon, and to draw 
my Toledo. . * 
My Action ſurpriz'd him. What is tlie 
Matter (aid he) Signior Gil Blas? Why 
theſe Preparations? What, are you diſpos'd 
to be merry? No, Mr. Barber, anſwer'd 
I, I am in very good Earneſt. I will know 
whether you are as brave as gallant. Don't 
think that 11 leave you quiet Poſſeſſion of 
the good Graces of the Lady you come from 
B 4 viſiting * 


4 
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viſiting at the Caſtle. By St. Coſms, (reply'd 
the Barber, butſting out into a Laughter) 
here is a pleaſant Adventure! Good God! 
how deceitful are Appearances? At theſe 
Words, imagining that he had no greater 
Stomach to fighting than my ſelf, I grew 
more inſolent. Don't talk to me at that 
rate, Friend (ſaid I) don't talk to me at 
that rate; don't think I'll be put off with 
;your bare Denial of it. I ſee plainly (re- 
-plies he) that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, to 
prevent the Misfortune that may happen ei- 
ther to you or me. I am going then to re- 
veal a Secret to you, tho' Perſons of our 
Profeſſion can't be too diſcreet. If Sig- 
niora Lorenza introduces me privately into 
her Chamber, 'tis to hide het Diſtemper 
from the Family; ſhe has an inveterate 
Cancer in her Back, which I go every 
Night to dreſs; that is the Cauſe of the 
Viſus whereat you are alacm'd; don't di- 
ſturb your ſelf any more upon that account. 
But (continued he) if you are not (atisfy'd 
with this Diſcovery, and are reſolv'd ab- 
ſolutely upon Fighting, you need onl 
ſay ſo, lam not a Man that will refuſe 
to give you Satisfaction. This ſaid, he 
drew his long Rapier, which made me 
tremble, and ſtood upon his Guard. Tis 
enough (anſwer'd I, putting up my Sword) 
am not ſo brutal as not to hear * 
| ' * ter 
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after what you have told me, I am no 
longer your Enemy; let us embrace. At 
this Diſcourſe, he ſoon ſaw I was not fo 
inflexible as 1 ſeem'd at firſt ; wherefore, 
putting up his Sword laughing, he ſtretch'd- 
out his Arms, and we afterwards parted 
the beſt Friends in the World; Ys 
From that time, I never thought of Se- 
phora but with Diſguſt, and avoided all 
the Opportunities ſhe gave me of enter- 
taining her in private; which I did with ſo 
much Care and Induſtry, that ſhe perceiv'd 
it, Being ſtruck, with ſo-great a Change, 
ſhe was reſolv'd to know the Cauſe; and 
finding at laſt a way to ſpeak to me by 
my felf, Pray, Mr. Steward ( ſays ſhe) be 
pleas'd to tell me why you ſhun my Sight 
ſo much? * Tis true, I made the firſt Ad- 
vances, but you made a ſuitable Return: 
Let us call to Mind, I beg you, the pri- 
vate Converſation we had together; yo 
was then all Fire, you are now all. Snow; 
what is the Meaning of all this? The 
Queſtion was very- nice for an ingenuous 
Mau; and, indeed, it put me very much. 
to a Stand. I don't now cemember what 
Anſwer I made the good Lady; but I re- 
member, twas as diſagrecable to her. as. 
poſſible. Tho? one would have taken Se- 
pbora for a Lamb, by her mild and modeſt 
Air, ſhe was avery Tyger when ina 2 
a | F 2 1 9 F-».13 
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T'thouphe (ſaid ſhe, giving me a Look fall 
of Spite and Rage) I thought I did a gtent 
deal of Honour to a ſorry Fellow, like 
you, in diſcovering to bim ſuch Senti- 
ments; as ſeveral noble Cavaliets would 
think themſelves happy to have infpired. 
I am puniſh'd as I deferve, for ſtooping fo 
low ay to a pitiful Adventurer. 

She did not ſtop there; I ſhould have 
been too well off; but her Tongue, giving 
way to her Paſſion, loaded me with a thou- 

ſand Epithets, one worſe than another. 
1 ought to have bote them with Temper, 
and have refle&ed, that in difdaining to 
triumph over a Virtue 1 had ſtagger d, 
had committed a Crime never to be for- 
given by a Woman: Bat I was too flery 
to fuffer ſuch abuſtve Language, (as a Mart 
of Senfe, had he been in my place, would 
but have laugh'd at) and my Patience was 
worn out. Madam ( faid I) let us deſpiſe 
no body; if thoſe Cavaliers you mention d 
had ſeen your Back, I am fare their Cu- 
rfofity would have been ſatisfy'd, the 
would have look'd no farther. I had no 


ſooner made this ſtinging Return, than th 
futious Oaenna gave me the y inging ' 
Box on the Ear that ever was given by an 
*enrag'd Woman. I did not ſtay for a fe- 
cord, but avoided, by a ſpeedy Flight, a. 
Shower of Blows that would have fallen 
upon me. . | I 
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Chap. t. of GIL BLAG . 
I thank'd Heav'n that I was got ſo well 
off of this falſe Step, and I imagin'd that T 
had nothing more to fear, ſince the good 
Lady had teverg'd her ſelf. I thought 
that for het own Honour he ought to 
conceal the Adventure. Accordingly a 
Forthight telaps'd without my heating any 
more of it, and I had almoſt forgotten it 
my ſelf; when I was inforth'd that Sep ore 
was ſick. I was good-titur'd efiought 
be concern'd at the News; I pity'd 
Woman, imagining that not being able £6. 
conquer a Paſſion fo ill return'd, this un- 
fortunate Lovet had fallen ill upon it. I 
tepteſented to my ſelf, with wome Sor- 
row, that I was the Cauſe of her Diſtem! 
per; and 1 at leaſt was griev'd for the 
Dnenna, if I could not love her. Ho 
was I miſtaken in my Judgment of her? 
Her Love being now turn'd into Hatred, 
ſhe was only conttiving how to do me a. 


Miſchief. 5 
One Morning as I was with Don 4k 
las I found that young Cavalier me- 
ancholy and thonghtful ; Lask'd him re- 
ſpectfully what ail'd him. Tani chagrin'd 
(tepty'd he) at finding Seraphinu weak, un- 
juſt, and nngrateful. Does that aſtoniſh 
ou? (continues he, obſerving that 1 heard 
him with Surprize:) Nevertheleſs; nothing 
is more true. I don't know what Reaſon 
h | 700 
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yoo have given the Dena to hate you, 
but I can aſſure you, that you are become 
o hateful to her, that if you don't imme- 
diately leave this Caſtle, ſhe ſays her Death 
is inevitable. You need not doubt but 
Serephina, who has a Value for you, at 
firſt oppos'd. a Hatred ſhe; could not come 
ply with without Injaſtice'and Ingratitude: 
But in ſhort, ſhe is a Woman; ſhe ten- 
derly loves Sephora, who has brought her 
up. This Governante is, as it were, a Mo- 
ther to her, and ſhe would think her ſelf 
acceſlary to her Death, if ſhe did not ſa- 
tisfy her. As for me, as much as I love 
Seraphina, I ſhall never have that unmanly 
. Complaiſance to ſubſcribe to her. Senti- 
ments therein: Rather let all the Daenna's 
in gain periſu, than I conſent to the Re- 
moval of a Man, whom I rather look up- 
on as a Brother, than a Domeſtick. 
When Alpbezſo had thus ſpoken, I ſaid, 
My Lord, I was born to be the Sport of 
Fortune; I had flatter'd my ſelf that ſhe 
would leave perſecuting me at your Houſe, 
where every thing promis'd me happy and 
quiet Days; however, I muſt reſolve upon 
being baniſn'd from it, whatever Pleaſure 
F find in it. No, no, (reply'd Don Cæ- 
far's (generous Son) let me alone to bring 
Serapbina to Reaſon, it ſhall never be ſaid 
that you was {acrific'd to the Caprices of a 


Duenna, 


- 
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Dxenna, for whom People have had but too 
much Regard in other Reſpects. Lon 
will only exaſpirate Seraphina, my Lord 
(ſaid I) in contradiQting her; I had rather 
retire, than expoſe my ſelf by a longet- 
Stay to the danger of ſowing Diſſention + _ 
| between ſuch a happy. Couple; it would ,- 
be a Misfortune which I ſhould never for- 
give my ſelf. e 

Don Alphoxſo forbid my taking that Re- 

ſolution,, and I found him ſo fully dent | 
upon ſupporting me, that Loren xa would £3 
undoubtedly have .miG'd. her Aim, if I | 
would have ſtood out. Sometimes bein 
piqu'd againſt the NDaenna, I was tempted 
not to ſpare; ber; but when I conſider'd; 
that in revealing her Diſgrace, I found 
ſtab a poor Creature of whoſe Misr 
tunes my ſelf was the Cauſe, and Wo 
two incurable Diſtempers were viſibly,” - 
hurrying to the Grave, I had no TJonger 
any Reſentment againſt her, butonly pRy'd: © + 
her. I judy'd that fince I was ſo ange 
rous a Mortal, I ought ia Conſcienceto; © 
re-eſtabliſh Peace in the. Caſtle by. my ab- 
ſence. This 1 did next Morning before 
Day, without taking leave of my two, © 
Maſters, for fear they ſhould out of their 
Friendſhip. for me. oppoſe my Departute®-- 
I conemed my ſelf with leaving in-writ- © = 


ing in my Chamber an exact Account ? |} 
- * | * „ 
, * # F * 
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Spas befel Gil Blas after his leavi 

the Caftle of Leyva; and with wha 

good Fortune his unſucreſiful Amour: 
were follow d. 


1 * mounted upon a good Horfe of 
my own, and I had in my Cloak-Bag 

100 Piſtoles, beſt part whereof was taken 
from the Banditti that were KilPd, and the 
3000 Ducats that were ſtoIh from Samuel 
Simon; for Don Alphonſo had reſtored this 
Sum entire out of his Pocket, without 
ſuffering me to refund what I had finget'd. 
Wherefore looking upon my Effects as 
become my own lawful Property, I en- 
joy'd them without Scruple. I was Ma- 
ſtet then of a Stock which prevented my 
being anxious for the Future, befides the 
Confidence Perſons of thy Age always 
have in their own Merit, and which was 
more, I had an agreeable Aſylum at Toledo. 
I did not at all doubt but the Count de 
Polan would take a Pleaſure in giving a 
handſome Reception to one of his Deli- 
verers, and offering hith a Lodging in his 
Hogſe; But Ilook'd upon this Nobleman 


— 
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as my laſt Refburce, and I refofy'd, be- 
fore my going to him, to ſpend part 'of my 
Money in Travelling over the Kingdoms 
of Murcia and Grenada, winch t had 4 
ticular Deſſte to ſee. Witti this Intent 
took the Road to Amnunza, whence 
continuing my Journey I went from Ciry - 
to City eilt J came to Grenada, without 
meetity wir any Advemure. It ſeem'd 
as if Fortune, being fatisfy'd with the - 
Tricks ſhe had play'd me, was at laſt wils 
ting to ceaſe perſecuting me; but ſhe Was 
preparing ſeveral others, as will be ſeen by 
the Sequel. - 7 
One of the firft Perſons I met id the 
Streets of Grenada, was Don Fernundo de 
Leyva, Son-in- Law, as well as Don 4 


fhonſe, to the Count de Polan. We were 


each other 
c hn + Blas, you 
in the City! whar has brought er 

My Lots, (faid I) if you nm ty ar feng 
me it this Country, you will be more 10, 
when you know why [ * the Setyſes 
of Don Ceſat and his Som. Then 1 bid 

hit alf that had pafs'd between Sephora 
and me; without concealing any thing 
from him. He laugh d very heartily: Then 


equally furptiz d at meet 
there. How (ctys he our) 


gtowing ferious, Friend, (ſaid he) I offer 


be your Mediaror 1 < Affair, "I 


— 
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go write to my Siſter-in-Law. No, no, 
my Lord, (ſaid 1, iatecrupting) him I beg 
you don't Write, I did not leave the Caſtle 
of Leyva, to return again ſo ſoon; make, 
if you pleaſe, another Uſeof the Kindneſs 
you have for me.. If any of your Ac- 
quaintance wants a Secretary or Steward, I 
would pray you to ſpeak to him in my Fa- 
vour : | dare venture to aſſure you that 
he will not reproach you with helping him 
to a bad Servant. ith all my Heart, 
__ (reply'd he) P11 do as you deſire me; Icame 
to Grenada to ſee an old Aunt who is 
fick, I ſhall ſtay three Weeks longer, af- 
ter which I ſhall ſet out for my Caſtle at 
Lorgui, where I have left Julia. I lodge 
at that Houſe, (continued he, ſhewing me a 

Palace a little way off) come to me in 

two or three Days, perhaps by that time 
I may have found you a convenient Poſt. 

- Accocdingly the ficſt time I ſaw him, he 
aid, The Archbiſhop of Grenada, my Friend 
and Relation, wants a young Man of ſome 
Learning, who writes a good Hand, to 
copy his Wiitit s over fairly, for he is a 

Author. has compos'd I don't 
now how many Homilies, as he conti- 
nues to do every Day, which meet with 
great Applauſe. As I thought you a pro- 


per Perſon, I propos'd you, and he has. 
promis'd to take you ; go to him in my 
> i Name, 


IS 
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Name, you may judge by the Reception 
he gives you, whether 1 have eme os 
your Advantage or not. 

T'he Offer was as good as Icould lebe g 
wherefore having prepar'd my ſelf to appeat 
in the beſt manner poſſible before the Prelate, 
I went one Morning to the Archbiſhop'ss! 
If I were to imitate the Makers of Roman 
ces, I ſhould make a pompous Deſcriptions 
of the Epiſcopal Palace of Grenads; 
ſhould enlarge upon the "Structure of the! 
Building, and extol the Richneſs of the 
Furniture; I ſhould ſpeak of the Statues" 
and Pictures therein, and ſhould not ſpare» 
the Reader the leaſt of the Stories they te- 
preſented ; but I will reſt ſatisfy'd with. 
ſaying that it equal'd the Palaces of or 
Kings in Magnificence. 

| found in the Apartments 2 number of 
Eccleſiaſticks and Swordſmen, moſt pos 
whereof were his Grace's Officers, 
Chaplains, Gentlemen, Maſters of the 


| Horſe, or Valets de Chambre. The Lay« 
men had almoſt all of them ſumptuouhs _ 


Cloaths, one ſhould rather have taken them 

for Lords than Servants. They were 
haughty, and aim'd at being thought Men 

Importance. I could not forbeat laugh- 

g at them within my ſelf, Faith, (ſaid i) 

theſe Fellows ate very happy- in bearing 


its. 
for 


i 
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for if felt ĩt, methinks they ſnould not 
be ſo ſtiff and proud. I addreſs'd my ſelf 
to a grave fat Gentleman who ſtood at the 
Archbiſhop's Cloſet Door, to open and ſhut 
it according as was neceſſary. I ask'd him 
civilly if it was not poſſible to ſpeak with 
his Grace. Stay a little, (ſays he, with a 
ſtiff Ait) his Grace is coming out to go 
to Maſs, he will give youa Moment's Au- 
dience en paſſant. I anſwer'd nota Word, 
but arm'd my ſelf with Patience, and re- 
folv'd to enter into Converſation with 
ſome of his Officers; but they began to 
examine me from Head to Foot, without 
vouchſating to anſwer me a Word. Af 
ter which they look'd upon each other 
with a ſcornful Smile, at the Liberty I had 
taken in intruding into their Diſcourſe. 
1 was (Low) entirely. confounded. at 
ſeeing my ſeif ſo treated by Yalets. | had 
not well recover'd my ſelf, when the Clo- 
ſet Door open'd, and theArchbiſhopappear'd. 
Immediately there was a profound Silence 
amongſt the Officers, who laid at once a- 
ſide their inſolent Behaviour, to appear re- 
ſpecttful before their Maſter. This Prelate 
was in his 6oth Year, and was made al- 
moſt like my Uncle the Canon Giles Perez, 
that is to ſay thick and ſhort, He was be- 
ſides very bow-leg'd, and ſo bald, that he 
| had only one Tatt of Hair left _—_ 
7 Which 
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which oblig'd him to cover his Head with 
a fine Linnen Cap with long Ears. In 
ſpite of all this I thought he had the Air of 
a Man of Quality, undoubtedly becauſe F 
knew him to be one. We Perſons of an 
inferior Rank look upon great Men with: 
a Prepoſſeſſion which often gives them an 
Air of Grandeur that Nature has deny d 
them. <p | Nr 
The Archbiſhop came up to me immedi- 
ately, and ask'd me, with a Voice full of ſoft- 
neſs, what was my Buſineſs. I told him 
that I was the young Man of whom Don 
Fernando de Leyva had ſpoken to him. He 
gave me not Time to ſay any more, but 
cry'd out What you are the Man whom he 
extol'd ſo much! I take you into my Ser- 


to me, you need only ſtay here. At theſe 
Words he went out 8 two Gen- 
tlemen of the Horſe, having given 
Audience to ſome Eccleſiaſticks who had 
ſomething to impart to him. He was hard- 
ly got out of the Chamber, but the 1 f 
fficers who had before diſdain'd my | 
verſation; now ſought after it. They im- 
mediately ſurrounded me, ſhew'd me all 
manner of Civility, and-exprefs*d their Joy? 
at my being become one of the Archbiſhop's- 
Houſhold. They had heard the Words 
their Maſter had ſpoken to me, and impa-· 
tiently 
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I tiently defired to know upon what fouting 
I Was to be with him; but I had the Ma- 
N lice not to ſatisfy their Curioſity, to re- 

| venge my ſelf for their Contempt. _ 
| His Grace was not long ere he return'd, 
; and call'd me into his Cloſet to diſcourſe: 
| me in private. I judg'd that he had a De- 
18 ſign to try my Genius, wherefore 1 was 
[| upon my guard, and prepat'd my ſelf to 
weigh every Word. At firſt he examin'd 
me iu the learned Languages; I auſwer'd 
| him very pertinently to his Queſtions, and 
he found that J was converſant with the 
Greek and Latin Authors. Then he try'd 
me in Logick; 'twas what | expected; and 
he found me a perfect Maſter. Hereupon, 
your Education (ſaid he, with ſome ſur- 
prize). has not been neglected; now: let 
me ſce your Writing. I drew a Sheet out 
of my Pocket which | had brought on. 
rpoſe, wherewith the Prelate was not 

in pleas'd. J am fatisfy*'d with your Hand 
(faid he) and yet more with your Wit; I 
will thank my Nephew Don Ferdinand for 
ving procured me ſuch a pretty Servant; 

he has made me a valuable Prefent. 

We were interrupted by the Arrival of 
ſome Noblemen of Grenada, who came 
to dine with the Archbiſhop. I left them 
together, and withdrew amongſt the Offi- 
cers, who overwhelm'd me then — 


2 
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their Civilities. When it was time to dine, 
] went to eat with them, and if they ob- 
ſerv'd me during our Repaſt, I was not 
behind-hand with them. What an out- 
ward Shew of. Wiſdom was there in the 
Eccleſigſticks ! they all ſeem'd to me like 
Saints, ſo great a Reſpect I paid to the 
Place where I was. It never ſo much as 
came into my Head that it might all be 
counterfeit; as if there were not Exam- | 
ples of the like amongſt the Fathers of Þ 
the Church. a 1 
I ſat next an old Valet de Chambre 
call'd Melchior de la Ronda, who took 
care to ſerve me with the beſt Bits. The 
Regard he had for me, made me have 
the ſame for him, and my . Politeneſs © 
charmꝭd him. Signior Cavalier. (ſaid he 
ſoftly after Dinner) I ſhould be glad of a 
private Converſation with yon; at the 
ſame time he led me into a retir'd Part ß 
the Palace, where no body could over- 
bear us, and there he begarr this Diſcourſe. 
My Son, I have found in my ſelf an In- 
clination for you, from the firſt Moment 1 
I ſaw you 1 will give you a certain Proof 
of it, by repoſing in you a Confidence 
Which will. be of great Service to you. 
You are here in a Houſe where the real 
good Men and the Hypocrites live pro- 
miſcuouſly together; it would coſt you an 
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infinite Time to know what Ground you 
walk upon, I am going to ſpare you ſach 
a long and difagreeable Study, by diſco- 
vering to you both the one and the other, 
By this means, you may eaſily know how 
to behave your ſelf. as 3 
I will begin (continued he) with his 
Grace. He is a very pious Prelate, who 
is inceſſantly employ'd in edifying the Peo- 
— and in inciting them io Virtne, by 
Sermons full of excellent Morals, which 
he. compoſes himſelf. He has abandon'd 
the Court theſe twenty Years, to give him- 
felf entirely up to the Zeal which he has 
for his Flock. He is a Man of Learnin 
and a great Otator ; his whole Delight is 
in Preaching, and his Audience are ra- 
viſh'd when they hear him, Perhaps there 
may be ſome Vanity in his way of Acting; 
but beſides its not being in the Power of 
Men' to penetrate the Heart, it would very 
ill become me to ſcan the Faults of a Per- 
fon whoſe Bread I eat. If I were allow'd to 


»reprehend any thing in my Maſter, I ſhould 
blame his Severity; inſtead of having an 


Indulgence for the Weakneſſes of Eccle- 
flafticks, he puniſhes them with too much 
Rigour, Above all, he perſecutes, with» 
out Mercy, ſuch as, relying upon their In- 


nocency, undertake to juſtify themſelves 


legally, in Contempt of his — - 
; n 
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find alſo another Fault in him, which he 


has in common with many Perſons of 
Quality: Altho' he loves His Domeſticks, 
he has not any Regard to heir Services; 
and he lets them grow 91d, without think- 


ing of procuring them any Settlement, If 


he ſometimes makes them a Prefent, they 


only owe it to the Goodneſs of fomebedy 


that has ſpoken for them; of himſelf he 
would never think of doing them the leaſt 
Service. MT ae” 
- -Fhis is what the old Valet deChambre 
told me of his Maſter.  Afﬀeer this, he diſ- 
clas'd to me his Thoughts of the Eccle» 
fialticks with whom we had dined. He 
painted them after a. manner very different 
from their Countenances. He did not in- 
deed deſcribe them as diſhoneſt Perſons, 
but only as ferry Prieſts : However, he 
excepted fome, whoſe Vietne he en- 
toll'd very much. I was no langer at a 
Joſs after what manuer to bebhave my ſelf 
That very Evening, at Supper, I provided 
my felf, like them, with a grave Outſide, 
that coſts nothing; one need not wonder 
that there are-fo many Hypocriges, - 
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Gil Blas becomes the Favourite of the 
- Archbilbop "of Grenada and the 
_ Perſon through whoſe Means bis 
Favours are granted. 


4 
TT 


| Jad been after Dinner to fetch my things, 
+ and my Horſe from the Inn where I 
_  lodg'd; afterwards [ return'd to Supper to 
the Archbiſhop's, where I had a very hand- 
ſome Chamber, and a Down-Bed. The 
next Day his Grace had me call'd early in 
the Morning; twas to pive me-a Homily to 
tranſcribe, but he order'd mie to do it with 
the utmoſt Exactneſs. I did not fail: I 
Forgot neither Accent, nor Stop, nor Com- 
ma; accordingly he expreſs'd a Joy there- 
at mingled with Surprize. Good God! 
— he in a Tranſport, when he had caſt his 

yes over every Leaf of my Copy,) did 
one ever ſee any thing ſo correct? You are 
too good 4 Tranſcriber, not to be a Gram- 
marian. . Speak freely to me, Friend, did 
you find nothing in my Writings that 
ſhock'd you? Was there no Negligence in 
the Style, no improper Term D, my 
Lord (reply'd I with a modeſt Air) I have 
- Underitanding enough to make critical 


Obſer- 


7 
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Obſervations ; and if I had, Iam perſwaded 
your Grace's Works would eſcape my 
Cenſure. The Prelate ſmil'd at my Au- 
ſwer, and made no Reply ; but he let me 
ſee, through all his Piety, that he was not 
an Author for nothing. 
I compleated my getting into his good 
Graces by this Flattery. I became dearer 
to him from Day to Day; and I was in- 


form'd by Don Ferdinand, who came to 


ſee him very often, that he had ſuch a Value 
for me, that I might depend upon my For- 


tune's being made. This was confirm'd 


to me a little after by my Maſter himſelf, 
and on this Occaſion; one Night in his 
Cloſet he repeated to me in a Rapture a 
Homily which he was to ſpeak” the next 
Day in the Cathedral. Not ſatisfy'd with 
asking me my Thoughts in general, he 
oblig'd me to tell him what places had 
touch'd me moſt. I had the good For- 
tune to name thoſe which he eſteem'd moſt 
himſelf, his favourite Pieces. By :this'I 
paſs'd in his Opinion for a Man who” 
had a delicate Taſte of the real Beatles 
of a Work: This (cried he) is wha 

is call'd having a Taſte and Judgment. 
Go, Friend, I'll aſſure you you have 
not got Midas's Ears. In a word, he was 
ſo well pleas'd with me, that he ſaid with 
a lively Air, G Blas, make your ſelf eaſy 
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about your Fortune for the future, I will 
take care to render it perfectly agreeable 
to you; I love you, and to convince you 
of it, I will make you any Confident. 

I had no ſooner heatd theſe Words, than 
I fell at his Grace's Feet, quite overcome 
with Acknowledgment; 1 embrac'd his 
bow/'d Legs with all my Heart, and 1 
look'd upon my ſelf as a Man who was in 
a fair 'way to be rich. Yes, - my Child; 
(continues the Archbiſhop, whoſe Dif- 
courſe had been interrupted by my Action) 
I will intruſt you with my moſt ſecret 
Thoughts; liſten with Attention to what 
Tam going to tell you: Itake a Pleaſure 
in Preaching ; the Lord bleſſes my Homi- 
lies; they ſtrike Sinners, make them re- 
turn to their Duty, and have recoutſe to 
Repentance. I have the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing the Mifer, terrify'd with the Images 
I draw of his Covetouſneſs, open his 
Treaſutes, and diſtribute them with a laviſh 
Hand; of drawing a voluptuous Man from 
his Pleaſures; of filling Hermitages with 
ambitious Men; and of co ing in her 
Duty a Wife that has been ſtagger'd by 
her deluding Lover. Thefe Converfions, 
which are frequent, ought alone to in- 
cite me to continue my Labours. Never - 


theleſs, I will 'confeſs my Weaknefs to 
you ; 1 propoſe another Reward way 
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ſelf, a Reward which the Delicacy of my 
Virtue reproaches me with in vain; tis the 
Regard which che World pays to fine 
liſh's Waitings. The Honour of paffing 
for a petſett Oratot, has Charms worth 
my counting. My Works ate thought 
equally expreſſive aud delicate ; buoI-would 
fain avoid the Fault of thoſe good Au- 
thors who write too long; and go off the 
Stage with all my /Reputation-uaſully'd! 
I herefore my dear Gil Blas (continues 
the Prelate) 1 require one thing of your 
Zeal ; whenever you nnd my Pen favours 
of old Age, when yau find me flag, dont 
fail to apprize me of it. l dont tiuſt m 
ſelf in that reſpet᷑t, my Selſi love might 
deceive me; tis Qbſervation requires a 
diſtmiereſted Judgment; I make choice of 
yours, Which I know to be good; I-refer 
my ſelf to ou. Thank Heaven, my Lord 
(«eply'd 1) you are pet at a great diſtance 
from that time; beſides, a Genius of your 
Graee's Stamp will preſerve it ſelf much 
better than any other; or, to ſpeak more 
juſtly, you will be always the ſame. 1 
look upon you like another Cardinal . 
meme, whoſe ſuperior Genius, inſtead of 
decay ing as he advanced in Years, ſeem'd 
to recover new Strength. No Flattery, 
Friend (ſaid he, interrupting me) I know 
I may bak all at once, /People at my 
| C2 Age 
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Age begin to feel Infirmities; and the In- 


firmities of the Body impair the Mind. I 
repeat it once more, Gil Blas, as ſoon as 
ever you ſhall judge my Senſes to be de- 
clining, give me immediate Notice of it; 


don't fear being too free and ſincere, I ſhall 


receive this Admonition as a Mark of your 
Affection for me. + Beſides, your Intereſt is 
concern'd therein ; if, unluckily for- you, 
I ſhould hear that they ſay in the City 
my Diſcourſes have no longer their uſual 
Energy, and that I ought to take my Reſt, 
J declare fairly to you, that you will lofe 

th, my Friendſhip, and the Fortune I 
Have promis'd you; this would be the 


- Fruits of your fooliſh Diſcretion. 


My Patron ſtopp'd here, to hear my 
'Anſwer, which was a Promiſe to do as 
he deſired. From that time he conceal'd 
nothing from. me, and I became his Fa- 
yourite. All the Domeſticks, except Mel- 


chior de la Ronda, could not perceive: it 


without Envy. *T was a thing worth ſee- 
ing to obſerve the manner in which the 
Gentlemen and Maſters of the Horſe liv?d 
with his Grace's Confident. They were 
not aſham'd to cringe to get into my Fa- 
vour; I could hardly believe they were 
. However 1 did not fail to do 


them Services, without falling a Victim 
- 49 their ſelfiſh Civilities. The Archbiſhop, 
25 « 
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at my Deſire, made uſe of his Intereſt for 
them. He got a Company for one, and 
put him in a way to make a Figure in the 
Army. He ſent another to Mexico, to- 
take Poſſeſſion of a conſiderable Place 
which he procured him; and as for my 
Friend Melchior, I obtain'd a handſome 
Gratuity for him. I found by this, that 
if the Prelate did not prevent them in bis 
Grants, at leaſt he ſeldom refuſed what 
was ask'd of him. HET el 

But what I did for a Prieſt. I think de- 
ſerves to be . recounted, One Day our 
Steward brought me a certain Licentiate, 
whoſe Name was Lewis Garcias, a yo 
Man of a very good Mien: Signior Gl 
Blas (faid he) this honeſt Eccleftialtick is 
one of my beſt Friends; he has been 
Chaplain to a Convent of Nuns, whence. 
his Character has not eſcap'd Slander... In 
ſhort, they have blacken'd him ſo to his 

_ Grace, that he has ſuſpended him; and un- 
fortunately he is ſo much prejudic'd again(t 
him, that he will not give Ear to any Sol- 
licitations in his Favour. We have iu vain 
employ'd Perſons of the firſt: Rank in 

Grenada: to get him re- eſtabliſn d; ur 
Maſter is inflexible, | 4 124 213 22a) 

Gentlemen (reply'd I) here is an Af+ 
fair very wrongly manag'd ; they had bet- 
ter have ſpared their Sollicitations for 
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Mr. Lieentiate ; they have done him an ill 
Office ia endenvouring to ſerve him. I 
know Ms Grace ; Entremies and Recom- 
mendations only aggravate a Clergyman's 
Fault in his Opinion. It is not long ſinee F 
Neard Mm ſay, the more à Prieft, who has 
deen irregular, engages Perſons to inteteeed 
for him, the more it encreaſes the Scandal, 
and I am the mote inexorable. This is 
anfortundte (ſaid the Steward) arid my 
Friend would be very much at a Non- 
plus if he did not write a good Hand, 
Fortunately for him, he writes to Per- 
tion, and by that means he extiricatey 
Mmſelf from Trouble. I was deſſrous to 
fee whether his Writing, which was ſo 
much extolPs, was better than mine; 
wheteupon Mr. Licentiate, who had ſome 
about him, fiew'd it me, and I admir'd it; 
* ſeemꝰ d to me à Copy of a great Maſter's. 
Upon viewing fo fine 4 Hand, a Thought 
came into my Head; I begg'd Garciat to 
letve the Paper with me, telling him, it might 
de of ſome Service to him; that I would 
not explain my ſelf any farther then, but 
that next Day I would tell him more. The 
Licentiate (who undoubiedly had heard m 

Gen us very much cry'd up by the Stewar 


* 


withdrew as well ſatisfy'd as if he had deen 
alkeady re-inſtated in his Function. 
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I had indeed x Mind he ſhould be ſo; 
and: that very Day l attempted it, after the 
following manner. Being atone: with the 
Archbiſhop, I ſhew'd him Garciazs W ri- 
ting; my Patron ſeem'd eharm'd with it: 
then, taking hold of that Opportunity, 
T faid! to him, My Lord, fince you will 
not fuffer your Homilies to be printed, I 
cou'd at leaſt wiſh that they were written 
in ſuch. a Hand as this. I am fatisfy'd 
with your Writing, reply'd the Prelate, but 
I confeſs that I ſhould not be ſorry to haue 
4 Copy of my Works in this Hand 
Your Grace, anſwer'd I, nee only ſpeak ; 
the Perſon who writes fo ſinely is a Licen- 
tiate of my Acquaintance. will be 
the more joyful at being ſo employ'd, be- 
eauſe he will hope by: that means to pre- 
vail upon your Goodneſs to entricate him 
from the Biceulties wherein he is at pre- 
ſent jntangled. MP1 mM ad 
The Prelate ask'd what was the Licen- 
tiate's Name: De is eatPd Lewis Gui 
reply'd I; he is almoſt at having 
incurr'd your Difplteaſure. Tkis Gereias, 
'(faid he, interrupting me) if am not mi- 
ſlaken, was Chaplein to a Nunnery; He 
is fall'n under the Cenſyre of the CHurebz; 
I remember the Repreſentations that have 
deen made to me . 25 him; his-Beh 
033857 Ht 4. | 4 
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our has not been very good. My Lord 
(ſaid J, interrupting him in my turn) I 
won't undertak e to juſtify him; but Il know 
he has Enemies. He pretends that the Au- 
thors of the Accounts you have of him, 
have taken more pains to do him ill Offices, 
than to repreſent the Truth. That may be 
(reply'd the Archbiſhop ;)/ there ate Perſons 
in the World of a dangerous Temper. Be- 
ſides, granting his Conduct has not been 
always irreproachable, he may have repen- 
ted; and in ſhort one ought to forgive all 
Offences : Bring the Licentiateto me, Itake 
off the Suſpenſion. | 
Thus Perſons of the greateſt Severity 
will abate ſomething of it, when *tis con- 
trary to their dearer Intereſt:- The Arch- 
biſhop willingly granted, for the vain Plea- 
ſure of having his Works well written, 
what he had refus'd to the Sollicitations of 
Men of the firſt Rank. I immediately car- 
ry'd the News to the Steward, who in- 
form'd his Friend Garcias of it. The next 
Day the Licentiate came to thank me pro- 
portionably to the Favour I had obtain'd 
him. 1 preſented him to my Maſter, who 
contented himſelf with giving him a flight 
Reprimand, and gave him his Homilies to 
write over fair. Garcias acquitted himſelf 
ſo well of his Commiſſion, that he was re- 
| | inſtated 
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inſtated in his Miniſtry; and even obtain'd 
the Living of Gabia, a large Town in the. 
Neighbourhood of Grenada: - . +. 


ä 


— 
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The Archbiſhop * falls into an Apople 7: 
The Perplexity Gil Blas is in, and the” 


manner he eutricates himſelf. 
WHil I was thus doing Service to que 
or another, Don Fernando de Leyva' 
was preparing to leave Grenada. 1 went Pp 
viſit him before his Departure, to thank Hil 
a- new for the excellent Poſt he had proc A 
me; I ſeem'd ſo well ſatisfy'd, that he Jaid 
to me, My dear G. Blas I am glad you ate 
ſo well pleas'd with my Uncle the Arch- 
biſhop, I am charm'd with him (rephy*d J) 
he ſhows ſuch Goodneſs for me, that Jen 
neyer ſufficently acknowledge it. Nothing 


elſe could have comforted me for being ſe- 
parated from Don Cæſar and his Son. I am 


pet ſwaded (ſaid he) that they are alſo both 


concern'd at having loſt you; but perhaps 
you are not ſeparated for ever ; Fortune 


may one Day bring (you again together. F ; 
5 could 


# 
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could not hear theſe Words without being 
Moved; 1 fightd, and 1 found at that In- 
ſtant that I lov'd Dot Aipbomſo fo well, that 
T ſhould willingly have quitted the Arch- 
biſhop and- all my fine ions, to re- 
turn to the Caſtle of Leyva, if the Obſtacle 
that had remov'd me were taken away. 
Don Fernando perceiv'd the Trouble I was 
in, and took it ſo kindly, that he embrac'd 
me; and told me that the whole Family 
Fouls always concern themfelves for my 
elfare. 3 
Two Months after this Cavalier was 
one, whilſt I was in the height of my Fa- 
your, we had a terrible Alarm at the 
*Archi-Epiſcopal Palace: His Grace was 
Ae with an Apoplety. He was reliev'd 
d ſpeedily, and fuch ſovereigu Remedies 
Were apply'd, that in a few there 
1 
was no more fign of it. But his Head re- 
"6iv'd ea terrible Shock; I obſerv'd it the 
"fiſt Sermon he compos'd. Nevertheleſs 
"the, Difference was not ſo great berween 
"that and his other Works, as to enable me 
to Edhtlude that the Orator flag'd. 1 waited 
pet for another Homily, to know berter 
_ what I was to think. O as for that, it 
put it beyond Queſtion. At one time the 


4 = 
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good Prelate tautologiz'd, at another he 
ar'd too high, or funk roo low. Twas 
2 | 2 OY IM" A 
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a Jong-winded Oration, the Rhetorick of a 


worn-ont' Schoolmaſter; & Capmcbinade. 


I was not the only one who took no- 
rice of it; moſt part of the Auditors, (as 


if they likewiſe had deen retained to exa- - 


mine it) whifper'd to each” other, as he 
was delivering- it, This Sermon ſmellis 
ſtrong of the A Hereupon I {aid 
to my ſelf, come Mr. Arbiter of the Ho- 
milies, prepare to do your Office, you ſee 
8 you ought to ze him 
it, not only as being his Confident, bot 
alfo for fear ſome of his Friends ſhould be 
frank enough to prevent you therein. If 
that ſhoald happen, you know what would 
be your Fate, yaw will be blotted aut of 
his Will, where 8 doubt there is 
a better Legacy — — than the L ns. 
of — Mey | 
-  Aﬀer theſe Reffections, 1 made Others 
quite eontrary; The 2 I was to act ſeem'd 
to me very tickliſh. I jadg'd that an Au- 


thor, who was opinionated of his owh 


Works, might receive ſuch an-Information 
but coldly; but rejecting this Thought, 1 

repreſented to my ſelf that 'twas impoſſi- 
fie he ſhould take it ill, after having er- 
acted it of me after ſo preffing a manner. 
Befides this I rely'd upon my ſpeaking to 
him with Addreſs, and thought-to mill Boe 


Fill ſo well as to make bim (wa y 4 
2 


—* 
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In ſhort, finding that I ran a greater Riſque 
in keeping Silence than in breaking it, I 

teſolv'd upon the latter. FT 
I was now only perplex'd about one 
thing; I did not know how to break the 
Ice. Happily for me the Orator himſelf 
aſſiſted me at this plunge, by _—_ me 
what the World ſaid of him, and if they 
were pleas'd with his laſt Diſcourſe. I re- 
ply'd that they always admir'd his Homi- 
lies; but that I thought the Hearers were 
not ſo much affected with the laſt, as with 
the others. How Friend, - (ſays he with 
ſome ſurprize) had they an * Ariftarches 
amongſt them? No, my Lord, anſwer'd 
I, no; ſuch Works as yours are not to be 
criticiz'd ; there was no Body but what 
was charm'd with it. However ſince you 
have charg'd me to be free and ſincere, I 
will take * Liberty to tell you that your 
laſt Diſcourſe does not ſeem to have the 
Energy of the reſt. Are not you of the 
ſame Opinion your ſellsfs?;?œ̃uw 
Theſe Words made. my Maſter turn 
pale; he ſaid to me with a forc'd Smile, 
What Mr. Gil Blas, this Piece then is not 
to your Taſte? I don't ſay ſo Sir (inte 
tupted I, quite in a Confuſion) I think it 
| ? excellent, 


* great Quiet. 
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excellent, thoꝰ a little inferior to your other 
Works. 1 underſtand you (teply'd he) I 
ſeem to flag, don't 1? Speak the Word 
out. You think it high time for me to 
think of retiring. I ſhould not have been 
ſo bold (anſwer'd I) to have ſpoken ſa © 
freely, if your Grace had not commanded 
me. I only do it in Obedience to you, 
and I humbly beg your Grace not to take 
my Boldneſs amiſs. God forbid (interrupt 
he with Precipitation) God forbid that 
ſhould reproach you with it. I don't take 
it at all ill that you tell me your Opinion, 
only think your Opinion erroneous.” 1 
have been prodigiouſly deceiv'd in your 
narrow Underſtanding. 4-1 
Tho' I was confounded, I would have 
found ſome Expedient to qualify Matters; 
but what way is there to pacify an exaſpe- 
rated Author? and more, an Author Who 
is uſed to hear himſelf prais d? Speak no 
more Friend, ſaid he, you are too young 
yet to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood.. 
Know that I never compos'd a finer Ho- 
mily, than that which you don't approve of. 
My Underſtanding, thank Heav'n, has as 
yet loſt nothing of its Vigour. For the. 


" 


future, I will chaſe my Confidents better; 
I will have thoſe who are abler Judges. 
Go (continues he, thruſting me out of the 
Cloſet by the Shoulders) go tell my 1 20 
10 5 er 
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ſurer to pay you an hundred Ducats; and 
Heaven di on wich that Sum. Pare- 


well Mr. Git Blas, I wiſh you all manner 
of Proſperity, wird a tele better Taſte: | 


CHAP. v. 
What Courſe Gil Blas yook after the 
Archbiſhop diſmiſs'd him. By what + 
"Accident he met the Liceutiate who 


was ſo much oblig d to him; and what 
Profs of bis Gratitude be gave bim. 


Went ont of the Cloſet curfing the Ca- 
price or rather Weakneſs of the Arch- 


” -biſhop, more enraged at him, than 
vex'd at his Favour. 1 was even 
fome time in doubt whether I ſhould take 


the hundred Ducats; but after having 
thought well upon it, I was not ſuch a 
Fool as not to do it. I believ'd that the 
Money would not depriveme of the Right 
to ridicule my Prelate, which I /refolv'd- 
in my felf- not to fail of, every time his 
Homilies ſhould be mention'd in my Pre- 


kenee. | | 
1 weitthes to the Treaſurer to donned 


the hundred Ducats, without ſaying one 
23 21 Word 
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Word to him of what had paſs'd berween 
his Maſter and me. Aſter this I took'd for 
Melchior de la Ronda, to take my eternal 
leave of fitn. He lov'd me too well not 
to be ſenſible of my Mis fortune. Whilſt yo 
I was relating it to him, I obſer © 
that Grief made an Impreſſion upon his 
Face. In fpighr of the Reſpect he ow'd 
the Archbiſhop, he could not forbear blam- - 
ing him; bat as I fwore in my Paſſton to 
make the Prelate pay for it, and to divert 
the whole City at his Expence, the wiſe 
Melchior ſaid to me, Be rul'd by me dear 
Gi Blas, rather ſtifſe your Chagrin. Men 
of an inferiour Rank ought” always o 
— of Quality, —— — , 
of have to comphain' of them. 
I grant Heat dene are many wenk Noble 
men who dot deſerve to have the 
Reſpe@4 paid them, but fince tis in their 
Power to hurt ws, we ought to fear them. 
I chank'd the old Palet de Chambre for his 
| Advice, and promis'd to take it. 
After this he ſaid to me, If you goto We- 
rid, make a vifit to my Nephew Joſeph 
Navarro. He is Clerk of the Kitchen to 
Don Balthazar de Zuniga, and I dare ven- 
ture to tell you that he is a young Man de- 
Ferving of your Friendſhip. He ie free, 
Rvely, officrous, and willing to anticipate 
you in his Services ; I wiſh you may be 
—_— acquainted 


A 


by 
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acquainted together. I told him that I 
would not fail going to ſee Foſeph Navar- 
ro, aſſoon as ever 1 ſhould; come to Ma- 
drid, whithet I thought of returning. Af- 
ter this, I left the Archbiſhop's, never to 
ſiet foot in it again. If I had then had my 


for Toledo; but I had ſold it during the 
time of my Favour, thinking I had no 
fatthet need of it. I hired a ready-furniſh'd 
Chamber, taking a Reſolution to ſtay yet 
a Month at Grenada, and after that to go 
to the Count de Polar. * *. 

As it was almoſt Dinner-time, I ask 
my Landlady if there was never an Eating- 
Houſe thereabouts. She anſwer'd that there 


her Houſe, where one was well ſerv'd, 


nented. I made her ſhew it me, and was 
oon there. I enter'd into a great Hall, 
pretty much like a Refectory, where ten 
or twelve Men were ſitting at a long Table 
cover'd with a dirty Cloth, and were en- 
tertaining themſelves with each their little 
Meſs. They brought me mine, which at 
another time -wou'd undoubtedly have 
made me regret the Table I had juſt loſt. 
But I was then ſo nettled at the Archbiſhop, 
that the Frugality at the Eating-Houſe 
ſeem'd preferable to the good Entertain- 
ment 


Horſe, perhaps I ſhould have gone directly 


was an excellent one but two Steps from 


- 


Hh 


and a great many honeſt Gentlemen fre- 
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ment I met with there. I found fault 
with the number of Diſhes that were at 
each Meal, and arguing like the Dr. of 
Valladolid, I ſaid, A Miſchief on thoſe Wh 
frequent ſuch pernicious Tables, where - 
one muſt be continually upon one's Guard 
againſt Senfeality, for fear of over · loading 
one's Stomach. How little ſoever one 
eats, is it not always ſufficient? I Went on, 
and in my ill Humour prais'd thofe Apho- 
riſms which I had very much 'negleQed 
till then. = 971 apo job 49 1 en e 
Whilſt I was diſpatching my Commons, 
without fear- of exceeding the Bounds of 
Temperance, the Licentiate Lewes Gar- 
cias (become Curate of Gabi aſter the 
Manner beforemention'd) enter'd the Hall. 
The Minute he perceiv'd me, he came and 
ſaluted me with an eager Air, or rather he 
gave me all the Demonſtrations of a Man 
that is. ſurpriz'd with an exceſſive. Joy. 
He claſp'd me in his Arms, and I Was 
forc'd to endure a tedious Compliment 
upon the Service I had done him. He fa- 
tigu'd me in ſhowing himſelf; over-grate- " 
ful, and placing onfull by me, ſaid, Good 
God! my dear Patron, ſince my good For- 
tune has brought us together, we won't 
part without drinking. But as there is no 
good Wine in this. Houſe, I'll carry you if 
you pleaſe, after out ſhort Commons, to a 


Place 
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Place where I will treat you with a Bottle 
of the beſt Luceno, and with ſome exqui- 
ice Muſcadine of Foncarral: We muit 
mage this Debaueh. Why am not I fo 
happy as to have your Company ſome Days 
at my Living at Gaia? You ſhould be 
receiv d there like a generous Mecænas, to 
whom I am indebted for the eaſy and quiet 
Life I lead there. 3 
Whiiſt he was thus talking, they brought 
him his Meſs, and he fet down te eating, 
yet not without ſaying ſomething flattering 
between whiles. I took that time toſpeak 
kv my turn, and as he did nor forget to 


ask after his Friend the Steward, F made 
no Secret to him of myquicting the Arch- 
biſhop's. I told him even to the leaſt Cir- 
eumſtances of my Diſgeace, which he li- 
ſten'd to very attentively. After what he 
had been juſt ſaying to me, who would 
not have expected to have found him over- 
whelm'd with à grateful Concern, ' and 
heard him exclaim againſt the Archbiſhop? - 
dut *twas-what he had no Thoughts on. He 
became cold and penſtve, finiſh'd his Dinner 
without ſpeaking one Word, then ng 
haſtily; ſaluted me with a coe Air, | 
vaniſ's: The ingrateful Wretch ſeeing 
it no longer in my Power to ſerve him, 


would not ſo much as take the Trouble to 
conceal his Sentiments from me. I only 
93:7; + laugh'd. 


me. They degan to diſcourſe of the Com- 
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laugh'd at his Ingratitude, and looking up : 


on him with all the Contempt he deſesv'd; 


I calld after him in a Voſce loud enough 
to be heard, Holla, you diſcreet Mr. Chap» 
lain to the Nunnery, go and cool the de- 
licious Lucene von to which you have 
ved me. f 
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CHAP. VL 


Git Blas goes a e 4 Contidy i at 


Grenada. How he was furpriz'd at 
the Sight of one of the Gs and 
ien nee envy $ 


(Carers was e ot ofthe Hu 
whenthere enter'd two Cavaliers, v 
well dreſsd, who came. and ſat down 


pany of Comedians at Grenada, and of anew 
Comedy that was then ated. This Pi 
accotding to their Difcourſe, made a 

Noift ſu the Town. I bad an Rictimd- 
tion to go and ſee it that very Night. I 
had never been at the Play-Houſe ſince 4 
came to Grenada. As I almoſt al- 
ways kept at the Archbiſhop's, where that 


Diverſion 


&# of 
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Diverſion was excommunicated, 1 took 
Care to deptive my ſelf of that Pleaſure. 
The. Homilies had made all my Amuſe- 
ment. | 1 . 

l went then at the uſual time to the Play- 
Houſe, where I found a numerous Au- 
dience. I heard all around me buſied in 
making Remarks upon the Play before it be- 
gan ; and I obſerv'd that every Body pre- 
tended to criticize upon it. One declared 


himſelf for, another againſt it. Did you ever 
ſee a Piece better written ({ays one on my 
Right?) What a miſerable Style it is (cry'd + 


another on my Left!) In effect, if there are 
a great many bad Authors, it muſt be con- 
fels'd there are yet more wretched Criticks. 
Aud when 1 think on the Hardſhips the 


Dramatick Poets have to undergo, I won- - 


der any one has Courage enough to brave 
the Ignorance of the Multitude, and the 
dangerous Cenſute of the Half-Wits, who 


ſometimes corrupt the Taſte of the Pub- 


a 

In ſhort, the Gracroſe appear'd to open the 
Scene, and was receiv'd with a general Clap- 
ping of Hands; which made me know that 
he was one of thoſe ſpoil'd Actors whom 
the Pit forgives every thing. In effect, this 
Comedian did not ſpeak a Word, nor 
make a Motion but what was applauded, 


They let him ſee too plain the Pleaſure | 


4 


they 


— 
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they took in his Appearance; accordingly 
he abus' dit. I perceiv'd that he forgot 
himſelf fometimes upon the Stage, arid 
put their Prepoſſeſſion in his Fav our to 
too great a Teyal: If they had hifs'd him 
inſtead of extolling him, they would often 
have done him but Juſtice. 12 
They clapp'd their Hands alſo at the 
Sight of ſome other Actors, and particu- 
larly an Actreſs who play'd the Part of a 


Servant. I fix d my Eyes upon her, and o 


Terms can expreſs my Surprize, when I 
found her to be Laura, my dear Laura 

whom I thought ſtill at Maarid with Arſenia. 
I could not doubt of its being her. Het 
Shape, her Features, the Tone of her Voice, 
all aſſur'd me was not miſtaken. However 

as if I had been diffident of my Eyes and 
Ears, I ask'd her Name of a Cavalier that 
fat dy me. Ha, ſays he, what Country 
come you from? Lou muſt certainly be 
but newly artiv'd, ſince you don't know 
the fair Eſtella. COIN | 
The Likeneſs was too great for me to 
be deceiv'd therein. I eaſily comprehended 
that Laura, in altering her Condition, had 
alſo chang*d her Name; and being curious 
to know her Affairs {for the Publick is ne- 
ver ignorant of thoſe of the Players) I en- 
quir'd of the ſame Perſon if this 2 
. 8 Ms} "4 » *is EL 
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had any Lover of Conſequence: He in» 
form'd me that a great Portugue ze Noble+ 
man, call'd the Marquis de Marialva, who 
was at Grenada, had for two Months paſt 
ſpent a great deal of Maney upon her. 
He would have told me more, if 1 had not 
been afraid of tiring him gyith Queſtions. 1 
ranks phy dei Dee 
tleman had told me than with the C 

and had any one ask d me the Subject — 
the Play, I ſhould have been puzzled for an 
Anſwer. I did nothing but muſe upon 
Lauraand Eſtella, and I reſolved upon going 
toſee that Actreſs next Morning. I was nat 
without Apprehenſions about what Recep- 
tion ſhe would give me; | had Reaſon to 
think my Sight would not be very agreeable, 
in the ſplendid State wherein her Affairs then 
were: 1 even imagin'd that ſach a good 
Actreſs, in Revenge to a Man with whom 
certainly ſhe had ſome Reaſon to be diſſa- 
tisfy'd, might pretend not to know him. 
All this did not diſcourage me; for having 
made a ſlender Supper (they made no others 
at my Eating-Houſe) I went home to my 
Chamber, very impatient for the next 


ace but little that Night, and got up 
at Break of Day. But as 1 imagin'd the 
Miſtreſs of a great Nobleman would not 
be ſeen ſo early in the Morning, 1 

ee 


| 
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three ot four Hours in e 
Powdering, and Perf f. 1 — 
willing to appeat ei in a Condition 
which need not make her bluſi to ſee me 
again. Ient out about Ten a-Clock, go- 
ing. direQly to her, after having enquir'd 


1 the Play -houſr. 
bee Houſe, where the had the 
firſt-Floor 
came 


told a Chamber-Maid who 
| he Door, that I was a young 
Man that wanted to 4 * with the Lady 
Eſtella. The Chamber-Maid went in to 
carry the Meſſage, to which I heard her 
Miſtreſs immediately anſwer with à loud 


Voice, Who is the young Man? What 
Fenn me? Let him come 


aer thereby that I had taken an im- 
e; that her P Lover 
— Tailet ; and that ſhe only.ſpoke 
ſo loud, to-canvince him that ſhe was nat 
a Pang rho 2 receive ſuſpicions 
„ LE ay were true, the 
Man dener e Aria Trae, come 
orning with her. & coa 
N when a riginal of 2 
, ſeeing me appear, ran to me 
0000 Arms, crying, Ab, my dear Brother, 
it it you that I fee? At which Words he 
embrac'd me ſeveral times. Then turn 
to 3 Nobleman, Ne 3p 
| ardon 
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Pardon me, my Lord, if in your Preſence 
T yield to the Force of Nature; I can't ſee 
a Brother, whom I tenderly love, after 
three Years Abſence, without giving him 
ſome Proofs of my Affection. Well, my 
dear Gil Blas (continued ſhe, addreſſing 
her ſelf again to me) tell me ſome News 
of our Family, in what Condition have 
you left them? E 
This Diſcourſe perplex'd me at firſt; but 
=_ I'foon diſcover'd Lanra's Defign, and ſe- 
4 * conding her Artifice, I anſwer'd with an 
= Air ſuitable to the Farce we were both go- 
ing to play, Thank Heaven, Siſter, our 
1 Parents are in good Health. I don't doubt 
{replied ſhe) but you are ſurpriz'd at ſeeing 
4 me an Actreſs at Grenada; but don't con- 
demn me without hearing: Vou know 'tis 
. three Vears ſince my Father thought he 
1 had ſettled me very advantageouſly,” in 
. | giving me to Captain Don Antonio Cel, 
| | who carried me from Aſturia to Madrid, 
| where he was born. Six Months after we 
z were arrived there, he fought a Duel, 
1 which he brought upon bimſelf by his vio- 
'F lent Humour. He kill'd a Cavalier, who 
'F thought fit to take a f to me: The Ca- 
. valier was related to ſome Perſons of 


1 ; Quality, who had a great deal of Credit. 
8 My Husband having none, made his Eſcape 
1 into Catalonia, with all the Jewels _ 
[| | W 9299 rea 7 


0 


Chops. of GAL BI. AS. 49 


ready: Money that was in the Houſe. He 
embark d at Barcelona, went over into Ia, 
and entetipg into the ¶ enetian Setyipe, loſt 
at laſt his Life in the Morea, fighting againſt 
the Turks. Daring. this, an Eſtate, tbe 
only one we had to truſt to, aS confil- 
cated, aud L became one of the pooreſt of 
Widows. What ſhould I do in ſuch gn 
Extremity? There was no way for me to 
return into. Aſturia; beſides, what ſhould I 
have done there? All the Comfort I ſnould 
have receiv'd;iram my Family would haye 
been Condoleances. On the other hand: 1 
had been too well bronght up, to be capa- 
ble of falling into Debauchery. What 
Courſe then ſhould I xeſolve on ? I turn'd 
Adteſs to ꝓreſerve ny Reputation. 

I-had: ſo great an Inclination to laugh, 
when I heard Laura end her Romance 
thus, that twas no ſmall trouble to me to 
ſtifle it: However, I did conquer my ſelf, 
and ſaid, with a grave Tone, Siſter I ap- 
prove of 0h Conduct, and I am glad to 
find. you ſo, well ſettled at Erenada. 

The Marquis de Marialva, who had not 
loſt a Word of this Diſcourſe, took every 
thing that Don Antonios Widow was plea- 
ſed to ſay for Goſpel. He even made one 
in the Dialogue. He ask'd me if I had any 
Employment at Grenada, or elſewhere. 1 
was a Minute in doubt whether I ſhould 

Vol. III. D | tel! 


r TM. . 2 


a. * rer v . nd 


'F 


70 Te His Tory Book I. 
tell him a Lie, but not thinking that neceſ- 
fary, I ſpoke the Truth. I told him ſue- 
einctly how I was hir'd at the Archbiſhop's, 
and how I came to be diſmiſs'd, which di- 
verted the Portugue ze Nobleman infinitely. 
?Tis true, in ſpite of my Promiſe to Mel- 
chior, I did rally a little at the Archbiſhop's 
Expence. What was pleaſanteſt in it was, 
that Laura, imagining that I compos'd a 
Fable after her Example, burſt out into Fits 
of Laughter, which ſhe would not have 
done, had ſhe known that I ſpoke the 
Truth. | | 
Having finiſh'd my Recital, by telling 
where I had hired a Chamber, they came 
to bring word that Dinner was ready; 
wherefore I would immediately have with- 
-drawnto my Eating- Houſe, but Laura ſtopt 
me. What do you mean, Brother? (ſaid 
'ſhe;) You ſhall dine with me; I won't-even 
ſuffer you to lodge any longer in a ready- 
furniſn'd Chamber, I intend you ſhalt eat 
at my Houſe, and that you ſhall lye here. 
Order your Things to be brought hither 
to- night; here is a Bed for you. 
At this the Portugueze, who perhaps was 
not pleas'd with this 8 reſum'd 
the Speech, and ſaid to Laura: No, Eftella, 


you are not lodg'd commodiouſly-enough 
to give any one a Reception with you. 


_ Your Brother (continues he) ſeems to me 
| W 
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a pretty Fellow; and the Advantage he 
has of being related to yon, makes me con- 
cern my ſelf for his Welfare. I will take | 
him into my Service; he ſhall be my fa- + 
vourite Secretary. I will make him my 
Confident ; let him not fail of coming this 
Night to my -Houſe, I will order a Lodg- 
ing for him, 1 will give him four hundred _ 
Ducats a Year Salary ; and if in the end I © 
5 


have Reaſon (as I hope Iſhall) to be ſatisfy d 
with him, I will put him into a Condition 
not to repent of his having been too ſin- 
cere with the Archbiſhop. 

| The Thanks I return'd thereupon to the 

Marquis, were follow'd by thoſe of Lan- 

q ra, which ſurpaſs'd mine. Say no more of 

- it (intetrupted he) 'tis a done thing. This 

1 ſaid, he ſaluted his Theatrical Princeſs, 

| and went out. She immediately made me 
go into a Cloſet, where ſeeing her ſelf 
alone with me, I ſhall burſt (ſhe cry'd) if | 
I any longer reſiſt the Inclination I have to 
laugh. Then throwing her ſelf into an El- 

| bow-Chair, and holding her Sides, ſhe gave 

her ſelf up like a Fool to immoderate 


; Laughter. *T was impoffible for me not to 
| follow her Example, and when we had 
5 had our Fill, Confeſs Gi Blas (ſaid ſhe) 
1 that we have jult play'd a pleaſant Farce ; 
; but I did not expect ſuch a Cataſtrophe. 1 
B only deſfign'd to —_ you a Table, and 
a. 2 2 
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*a Lodging in my Houſe; and WAs in 
order to offer you them with Decency, 
that I made you paſs for my Brother: 
However, Fam overjoy'd that Chance has 
pteferr'd you to ſo good a Poſt. The 
Marquis de Marialva is a generous Noble- 
man, who will do yet more for you than 
he has promis'd. Any other than my ſelf 
(continued ſhe) would not perhaps have 
received a Man fo graciouſly, who leaves 
huis Friends without taking Leave of them: 
But I am one of thoſe good-natur'd Girls 

who are always glad to fee again a Rogue 
they have once lov'd. 
© FT honeſtly confeſt'd my Incivility, and 
ask 'd her Pardon; after which ſhe conducted 
me into a very hatidfome Dining- Room. 
We fat down to Table; and as a Chamber- 
Maid and a Footman waited upon us, we 
call'd each othet Brothet and Siſter. When 
"we had din'd, we went again into the 
ſame Cloſet, Where We had entertain d 
each other before. There my incompa- 
table Lanra, giving her ſelf up to all her 
natural Gaicty, ask'd me ati aceount of all 
that had happen'd ſince our Separation. I 
made her a faſthful Recital; and when 1 
\ Had fatisfy'd her Curioſity, ſhe likewiſe com- 
ply'd wich mine, by receunting-to me tier 
' Hiſtory, in che following Terms. 


CHAP. 


Chap. 7. of GIL BLAS, W 


C HAP. VIE 
The Hiſtory of Laura. 


JAm going to relate, as ſuccinctiy a poc⸗ 
ſible, by what Chance I became a Co- 
median. 

After you had left me ſo civilly, ſeveral _ 4 
conſiderable Adventures befell us. My. 
Miſtreſs Arſenia, being more fatigued with- - 
the World than diſguſted with it, * dan 
the Theatre, and carried me with her to a 
fine Eſtate, ſhe had purchas d near Zamora, 
with the Money of Foreigners. We ſoon, 
had ſeveral Acquaintance in that City, whi- 
ther we went very often, and ſpent a Day 
or two, after which we return d and ut 1 
our ſelves up in out Caſtle. FFI 

In one of theſe little Journeys, Don . 

lix Maldonada, only Son to the Corregider 
of Zamora, had a ſight of me by chance, 
and I had the Lack to pleaſe him. He 
ſought an Opportunity of ſpeaking to me 
without witneſs, and, not to conceal any * 
thing from you, I contributed. a little to. 
his finding one. This Cavalier was unt 
twenty Vears old: He was as handſome as 
the God of Love, perfectiy well ſhap'd,; 
and; yet more inviting in his: gallant and ge- 
netous Behaviour than in his Perſon. He. 
D 3 offer'd 
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 offer'd me a large Brilliant he had upon 
his Finger with tach a good Grace, and 
ſo much Importunity, that I could not ex- 
cuſe my ſelt from accepting it. I had not 

much Joy in having ſo amiable a Gallant. 
But what Imptudence is it in Girls of my 
humble Condition, to engage in an Affair 
with young Men of Quality, whoſe Pa- 
rents are in power, The Corregidor, who 
was the moſt ſevere even of any in that Poſt, 
being inform'd of our Intelligepce, made 

haſte to prevent the Conſequences : He had 
me carried off by a Company of Al/grazils, 
who, in ſpite of my T ears, conducted me 
to the Hoſpital de la Pitie. 

There, without any other Form of Pro- 
ceſs, the Superior made me take off my 
Ring and Cloaths and dreſs'd me in a 

long Gown of grey Serge, girt about the 
middle by a large black Leather Thong, 
from whence a Roſary with large Beads 
hang down to my heels. After this they 
led me into a Hall, where I found an old 
Fryar, of I don't know what Order, who 
began to preach Repentance to me, almoſt 
as Dame Leonarda exhorted you to Pa- 
tience in the Cave. He told me that I was 
very much oblig'd to the Perſons who had 
confin'd me; that they had done me a 
out Service in drawing me out of the 
ares of the Devil. I'll confeſs my In- 
gratitude 


* 
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gratitude freely; far from thinking my ſelf. 
indebted to thoſe. who had done me that 
Kindneſs, I loaded them with Impreca- 
tions, | 

. I ſpent eight Days in giving my. ſelf up 
to Deſpair ;. but on the ninth (for [.count- 
ed even the Minutes) my Fortune ſeem'd 
inclinable to change. As I was crofling a 
little Court, I met with the Steward of the 
Houſe, a-Perſon to whom every thing was 
in SubjeQion ;. the Superior her ſelt was 
forc'd to obey. him; he only gave an 
Account of his Stewardſhip to the Corregi- 
dor, on whom alone he depended, and who 
repos'd an entire Confidence-in him. His 
Name was Pedro Zendono, born at the 
Town of Salſedon in Biſcay. Imagine to 
your ſelf a tall, pale, meagre Man; one who 
might ſerve for a Mode] whereby to draw 
the good Thief: He hardly ſeem'd to take 
any Notice of the Siſters ; you never ſaw ' 
ſo hypocritical a Face, not tho* you have 
hv'd at the Archbiſhop's. 

- I met then (continued ſhe) Signior Zen- 
4110, who ſtopp'd me with theſe Words: 
Comfort your ſelf, Child, I am touch'd 
with your Misfortunes. He ſaid no more, 
but went on his way, leaving me to make 
what Comments I pleas'd-upon a Text ſo 
Laconick. As I believ'd him an honeſt 
Man, I thought ingenuouſly that. he had 
t 4 taken 


* 
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taken the Pains to examine into the Cauſe 


of my Confinement; and that not — 
me culpable enough to deſerve being treat d 


with ſo much Indignity, he was willing to 


do me ſoime Service with the Corregidor. 
I-did not know the Biſcayner well enough; 
his Intentions were quite diffetent; he was 
forming in his Head a Deſign to take a 
Journey, which he imparted to me a few 
Hays after. My dear Laura (ſaid he) I 
am ſo ſenſible of your Sufferings, that I 
am reſolved to put an end to them. I am 
not ignorant that *tis ruĩning my ſelf, but I 
am no longer my own Maſter. I intend 
to- mortow to releaſe you from your Pri- 
ſon, and conduct you my ſelf to Madrid; 
Iwill ſacrifice all to the Pleaſute of being 
Your Deliverer. SOR 

I thought I ſhonld have ſwooned for Joy 
at theſe Words of Zendono; who judging 
by my Thankfulneſs that I defired no ber- 
ter than to make my Eſcape, had the Aſſu- 
rance to carry me off the next Day, in the 
face of the Sun, after the mannet follow- 
ing. He told the Superior that he had Or- 
ders to carty me to the Corregidor, who 
was at a Country-Seat two Leagues from 
the City; and he made me impudently. get 
with him into a Poſt: Chalſe, drawn by 
two good Mules, which he had bought on 
purpoſe. All our Atrendants- were only 
. — one 


— 


* A 


Chap. 7. of GIL BLAS. 37 - 


one Servant who drove the Chaiſe, and was 
entirely devoted to the Steward. We be- 
gan then to travel, not towards Madrid, 


as I had imagin'd, but towards the Fron- 


tiers of Portugal, where we got in leſs 
time than the Corregidvr of Zamora cord 
be inform'd of our Flight, aud fend his 
Blood-hounds to trace us. 


Before we euter'd Braganza, the Bi 


Ca 

Habit, which he had the Precaution to 
bring with him; and thinking me already 
cngag'd with him, he ſpoke thus to me, at 
the Inn, where we were going to lodge. 
Fair Laura, don't take it ill of me that 1 
have brought you into Portugal; the Cor- 
regidor of Zamora will purſue us in our 


er made me dreſs my ſelf in a Cavalier's 


own. Country, like two Criminals to 


whom Spain ought to afford no Refuge: 
But (continu'd he) we may be ſecure from 
his Reſentment in this foreign Kingdom, 
altho* it be now ſubjected to the Spariſo 


Government. At leaſt we ſhall be more 


in ſafety there, than in our own Country: 
Follow a Man who adores you: Let us 
go and ſettle at Coimbra: There I will get 
to be a Spy to the Holy Office; and 
under Covert of that formidable Tribu- 
nal, we ſhall paſs our Days in the quiet 


Enzoymens of all manner of Pleaſures. 
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So brisk a Propoſal gave me to under - 
ſtand that I had to do with a Knight-Er- 
rant, who did not care to ſerve as a Guide 
to diſtreſs'd Damſels, only for the Glory 
of Chivalry. I found that he depended 
mightily upon my Gratitude, and yet more 
upon my Misfortunes. However, tho? 
both theſe Things ſpoke in his Favour, I 
rejected his Offer with Diſdain. Tis true 
I had on my fide two very ſtrong Reaſons 
for ſeeming ſo reſerv'd ; I found in my 
ſelf no liking to him, and I did not believe 
him rich. But upon his making a ſecond 
Attack, and proffering firſt to marry me, - 
together with his ſhowing me that his 


© Stewardſhip had confiderably enrich'd him, 


J won't deny but I began to hearken to 
him. I was dazzled with the Gold and 
2 which he diſplay'd before me; and 
I experienc'd that Intereſt cou'd make 
Metamorphoſes, as well as Love, My 
Biſcayner by little and little became ano- 
ther Man in my Eyes. His lean long 
Sides were turn'd to a fine Shape; his pale 
Phyz, feem'd of a lovely white; and I 
even put a favourable Conſttuction upon 
his hypocritical Air. I then accepted of 
his Hand without Repugnance, before 
Heav'n which he took to witneſs our En- 
gagement. After this he no longer met 
With any Contradiction from me; we ſet 
{orward 
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forward again on our Journey; and Coim- 
bra ſoon teceiv'd a new Family within its 
Walls. | | 

My. Husband bought me ſeveral hand- 
ſome ſuits of Cloaths, and preſented me 
with divers Diamonds, among which I 
again knew that of Don Felix Maldonado. 
This was enough for me to gueſs whence 
came all the Jewels I had ſeen, and to per- 
ſuade me that I had not marry'd 4 rigid 
Obſerver of the ſeventh Article of the De- 


_ calogue, But looking upon my ſelf as 


the firſt Cauſe of his Legerdemain, I for- 
ave it him. A Woman excuſes even the 
ill Actions which are occation'd by her 
Beauty. Without that, what a wicked 
'Wretch would he have ſeem'd to me. 
I was very well ſatisfy'd with him for 
two or three Months ; his Behaviour was 
always gallant, and he ſeem'd to love me 
tenderly : Nevertheleſs the Marks he gave 
me of his Affection, were but falſe Ap- 
earances; the Villain trick'd me. One 
Morning, at my return from Maſs, I 
found nothing at Home but the bare Walls. 
The Goods even to my Cloaths had been 
all carry'd off. Zendono and his faithful 
Servant had taken their Meaſures fo well 


that the Houſe was entirely ſtrip'd in leſs 


than an Hour. Inſomuch that I ſaw my 
ſelf (with only the Cloaths I had on, $2 
90 | | Yon 
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Don fehæ's Ring, which I luckily wore on 
my Finget) abandon'd by an ungrateful 
Wretch, like another Ariadne. t VN 
affire you I did not amuſe my ſelf in 
Making Elegys upon my Misfortune: I 
rather thank'd Heav'n for having deliver'd 
me from a Miſereant who cou'd not fail, 
fooner of later, of falling into the Hands 
of Juſtice. 1look'd upoſi the time we had 
Hyd together, as fo much time loſt, which 
F ſhould not be long in recovering. If I 
Would have ſtaid in Portugal, ſettled 


with ſome Woman of Quality, I might | 


have found ſeveral; but whether 'twas 
the Love to my Country, or whether I 
was drawn by the Influence of my Stars, 
which were Gn. a better Fortune 
there, my Mind ran only upon returning 
into Spaiu. I addreſs'd my ſelf to a Jew- 
eller, who paid me down the Value of my 
Ring in Gold; and I ſet out with an old 
Spaniſh Lady, who was going to Seville 
in a Cataſh. 

This Lady, whoſe Name was Dorothea, 


had been to vilit one of her Relations who 


was ſettled at Coimbra, and was returning 
to Seville, where ſhe refided. There was 
ſach a Sympathy between us, that we took 
a Fancy to each other the very firft Day's 


Journey ; and our Friendſhip encreas'd ſo 


much upon the Road, that, at our Arrival, 
8 ſie 
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ſhe would not ſuffer me to lodge any where 
but at her Houſe. I had no Reafon' to 
repent of having got ſuch an Acquaintance; 
I never knew a Woman of a better Cha- 
racter. One might yet judge, by her Fea- 
tures, and the livelineſs of her Eyes, that 
ſhe had cans'd a great many Serenades. Ac- 
cordingly ſhe had been Widow to feveral 
Men of Quality, and liv'd honourably up- 
on her Jointures. 

Amongſt other excellent Qualities; ſhe 
was very ſenſible of the Misfortanes of 
young Women. When I made her the 

ecital of mine, ſhe eſpons'd my Intereſts 
ſo' heartily,” that ſhe beſtow'd x thoufand 
Exectations upon Zendond. Thefe Rogyes 
of Men! (faid ſhe; in a Tone that made 


me judge ſhe had met ſome Ste wurd of a 


Nunnery in her way,) Thoſe Wretches! 
there are in the World juſt ſuch a ſet of 
Villains, who make a Jeſt of ruining Wo- 
men: What comforts me (my Dear, con- 
tinu'd ſhe). is that by your Account, 
are no Ways ty'd to the Perjur'd Biſcay- 
wer. If your Marriage with him is Dad: 
enough to ſerve you for an Excuſe, 10 
make amends, it is alſo bad enough to at. 
low you to contract a better, when Occa- 
ſion offers. 

went every Day either to Church with 
E. or elſe a viſiting, hich Was the - 

_ way” > 
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way to meet ſoon with ſome Adventure. 


I drew the Eyes of ſeyeral Cavaliers, and 
there were ſome who were willing to 
ſound me: They had ſpoken to my old 
Landlady; but the one were not able to 
defray the Expences of a Settlement, and 
others were not yet come to Man's Eſtate, 
which was ſufficient to deter me from 
hearkening to them. One Day Dorothea 
and I took a Fancy to ſee a Play acted by 
the Comedians of Seville: They had poſt- 
ed up La Famoſa Comedia: El — 


de Si miſmo, compos'd by Lopez, de vega 


Carpio. 

Amongſt the Actreſſes that appear'd up- 
on the Stage, I found one of my old 
Acquaintance. I diſcover'd Phenice, that 
merry Gipſy, whom you knew Chamber- 
Maid to Florimond, and with whom you 
have ſupp'd ſometimes at Arjenia's. I 
knew very well that Phenice had been 
two Years out of Madrid; but I did not 
know that ſhe was an Actreſs, I was fo 
impatient to embrace her, that I thought 
the Play very long. Perhaps alſo it was 
the fault of the Actors, who neither play'd 
well nor ill enough to amuſe me; for to 
me, who laugh at any thing, I own that 
an Actor who is perfectly ridiculous, di- 
verts me no leſs than one who excels. in 
his Profeſſion. 


In 
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In fine, the wiſh'd-for Hour being come, 
that is to ſay, the End of the fang Come- 
dia, the Widow and I went behind the 
Scenes, where we ſoon diſcover'd Phexice 
playing the fine Lady, and liſtning with 
all the Coquetry imaginable to the ſoft 
Courtſhip of a young Spark, who with- 
out doubt had ſuffer'd himſelf to be in- 
chanted with the Charms of her Utterance. 
As ſoon as ſhe had obſerv'd me, ſhe left 
him with a gracious Smile, and coming to 
me with open Arms, receiv'd me with all 
the Compliments in the World. We ex- 
preſs'd mutually a great deal of Joy at 
meeting again; but the Time and the Place 
not allowing us to enlarge farther, we 
defett'd till the next Morning our Defign 
of entertaining each other more amply. 
The Pleaſure of Talking is one of the 
moſt predominant Paſſions in Womankind:. 
I could not cloſe my Eyes all Night, o 
reat was my [nclination to engage with 
Pente, and ask her Queſtion upon 
Queſtion. Heav'n knows whether I was 
lazy in riſing and going to the Place 
where ſhe told me ſhe liv'd. She lodg'd, 
with the reſt of the Company, in a large 
Houſe ready furniſh'd. I met @ Servant 
at the Entrance, and pray'd her to ſhew 
me Phenice's Apartment, wheteupon ſhe 
led me up into a Corridor, along which 


| vere 
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were ten or twelve little Chambers, ſepa- 
rated only by Partitions of Deal Boards, 
which were taken up by the merry Crew. 
My Guide knock*d at a Door, which was 
foon open'd by Phenice, whoſe Tongue 
itch'd as much as mine. We hardly gave 
our ſelves time to fit down for chatting. 
We were now in a fair way to have our 
fill; and we had ſo many things to ask 
each other, that the Queſtions and An- 
ſwets ſueceeded one another with a fur- 
prizing Volubility. 

Having mutually recounted; our Adven- 
tures, and inform'd each other of our pre- 
ſent Condition, Phenice enquir'd what I 
reſolv'd to do. I anſwer'd her, that I in- 
tended, till I could provide my ſelf better, 
to wait upon ſome young Lady of Quality. 
Fy (faid my Friend) ſure you don't think 
of it. 1s it poſſible, my Girl, that you are 
not yet difguſted with Service? Are not 
you tired with being ſubject to the Will of 
others? Of paying a Regard to their Ca- 
prices? Of hearing your ſelf chid? In a 
word, of being a Slave? Why don't you 
turn Comedian, after my Example ? No- 
thing is more proper for Perfons of Wit, 
who are neither rich nor of noble Ex- 
traction. Tis a middling State between 
the Nobility and Commonalty, a Condi- 
tion that is independent, and exempt 12 
ef thole 


Chap;7: of GE BL A'S: 63 | 


thoſe Punctilio's that are moſt incommo- 

dious to Society, Our Revenues are paid 
us down by the Publick, who are Maſters 
of our Funds. We. always live merrily;- 
and ſpend our Money as we get it. 

The Play-houſe (continued ſhe} above 

all, is favoutable to Women; whilſt L 
liv'd with Hlorimond (I bluſh to think on it) 
F was reduc'd to the Neceſſity of giving. 
Ear to the Underlings of the Princes 
Company ; not an honeſt - Man took 
any notice of me. Whence came: that? 


Tpwas becauſe l was not in view. The 


fineſt Pictute does not ſtrike one, if it 
is not in a good Light. But ſince I have 
been in my Element, that is to ſay, upon 
the Stage, what a Change is there ! I ſee at 
my Heels the young Men of the beſt Fi- 


gute in all the Cities through which we 


paſs. The Profeſſion therefore of an 


AQreſs is very agreeable: If. ſhe is diſ- 


creet, I mean if ſhe entertains but one 
Lover at a time, it does her all the Cre-" 
dit in the World; her Conduct is prais d, 


and when ſhe changes her Gallant, ſhe is 


look'd upon as a real- Widow that marries 
again. Again, the latter is deſpis'd if (he 
takes a third Husband; one would think 
that it ſnock'd the Men's Nicety; wheres 
as the Value of the other ſeems to in- 
creaſe in proportion to the Numbet of het 
* 0 Favou- 
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Favourites ; after a hundted Intrigues, ſhe 
is: a Diſh for. a Lord. | 
To whom are you telling this? (ſaid I, 
interrupting her here.) Do you think I am 
ignorant of theſe Advantages? L have often 
repreſented them to my ſelf, and they are 
but too pleaſing to a Girl of my Character, 
I even find in my ſelf an lkclination to 
the Stage; but that is not ſufficient; one 
muſt have a Talent, and I have none. I 
ſometimes attempted to rehearſe ſome 
Parts before Arſenia, who was not at all. 
pleaſed with me, which gave me a Diſtaſte 
to the Profeſſion. You are not hard to be 
diſcourag'd (replied Phenice) don't you: 
know that ſuch great Actreſſes are always 
jealous? They are afraid (in ſpite of all 
their Vanity) that ſome body ſhould come 
to eclipſe. them. In ſhort, I will not be: 
determin'd therein by. Arſenia, ſhe has not 
been ſincere, I tell you without Flattery: 
that you are born for the Stage; you have 
a Genius, an eaſy and graceſul Action, a: 
ſoft Voice, a fine Cheſt, and with that 
ſuch a Look! Ah, Rogue, how many 
Cavaliers will you charm, if you turn 


Acteſs. 


She ſaid ſeveral other engaging things, 
and made me repeat ſome Verſes, only 
that I might judge my ſelf what a fine 
Talent I had for Comedy. N bas 

= | car 
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heard me, the Caſe was mightily alter'd ; 
ſhe extoll'd me to the Skies, and gave me 
the Preference of all the Actreſſes at Ma- 
drid. After this, it would have been inex- 
cuſable iu me to have doubted any longer of 
my Merit; Arſenia ſtood impeach'd and 
convicted of Jealouſy and Diſhoneſty. I 
was forced to. agree that I was an admira- 
ble Player. T'wo Comedians coming in 
at the ſame time, Phenice made me repeat 
again the ſame Verſes before them, which 
threw them into a kind of an Ecſtaſy; 
whence they no ſooner. recover'd, than 
they ſtann'd me with their Compliments. 
Without exaggerating, if they had laid a 
Wager which of the three ſhould cry me- 
up moſt, they could not have uſed more 
hyperbolical Exprefſions. My Modeſty 
was not Proof againſt ſo many Commen- 
dations ; I began to think I was of ſomes 
Value, and thus behold my Mind bent 
upon the Stage. | 

Come my Dear (faid I to Phemice) tis 
done, I will follow your Counſel, and 
enter into your Company, if they approve 
of it. At theſe Words, my Friend (being 
tranſported with Joy) embraced me; abs 
her two Comrades did not ſeem lefs de- 
lighted than her to ſee me in that Reſolu- 
tion. *T'was agreed that I ſhould come to 
the Play-houſe the next Morning, and give 
the Whole Company the ſame Specimen that 
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I had juſt ſhown of my Talent. If they 
had conceiv'd an 2 Opinion of. 
me at Phenice's, all the Comedians judg'd 
yet more favourably of me, when I had- 
only recited twenty Verſes in their Pre- 
fence: They receivid me willingly into 
their Company, after which 1 was only in 
Pain for my firſt Appearance. In order to 

make it with a greater Eclat, I employ'd. 

= all the Money that remain'd of my Ring, 

| and if I: had not enough to equip. me 

ſumptuouſly, at leaſt I found the: Art to 
ſupply the want of Magnificence by a gen- 
teel Taſte. 

In ſhort, I appear'd upon the Stage for 
the firſt time. What Clapping of Hands! 

What Eucomiums! I ſhould be moderate, 

my Friend, if I were only ſimply to ſay 

that I raviſn'd the Audience. One muſt: 

have been a Witneſs: of the Noiſe 1 

made at Seville. I became the Enter-- 

tainment of the whole. City, who 
throng'd in Crowds: to the Comedy; fo 
that the Company, by this Novelty, re- 
gain'd the Publick, who began to forſake 
them. | 

I began then after a manner that charm'd!: 
all the World; now this was as if I had 
poſted it up that I was to be purchas'd by 
the beſt Settloment and the higheſt Bidder. 
Twenty Cavaliers, of all Ages, ambi- 
tiouſly ſtrove 6 


- 
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If I had follow'd my Inctination, I ſhauld 
have choſe the youngeſt and handſomeſt; 
but we Players ought only to conſider our 
Intereſt and Ambition when we ate abeut 
a Settlement; tis a Rule in the Play- 
houſe: For which Reaſon Don Am 
de Niſana (a Man already advanc'd in 
'Years, and ilb made, but rich, generous, 
and one of the moſt powerful Noblemen 
of Audaluſia) had the Preference. Tis 
true, I made him pay well for it; he hired 
me a ſine Houſe, furniſf'd it magnificently, 
provided me with a good Man Gook, two- 
Footmen, a Woman, and a tbouſand 
Ducats a Month for my Expences. Add 
to this rich: Cloaths, with a conſidetahle 
Quantity of Jewels. "MM 

What a Change was here in my For- 
tune! My Head could not bear it. I im- 


mediately appear'd to my ſelf another Per- 


ſon. I no longer wonder if there are Wo- 
men who in a fittle time forget the Poverty 
and Miſery from whence the Caprice of 
ſome Lord has extricated them. 1gonfeſs 
ſincerely to you, the Applauſe of the Pub- 
lick, the flattering Diſcourſe I heard on all 
ſides, and the Paſſion of Don'Ambreſes, 
heighten'd my Vanity to Extravaganicy, 1 
look'd upon my Talent as equivalent to a 
Title, and gave my ſelf the Airs of Wo- 
man of Quality. And becoming as cove- 
' = ; tous 
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tous of my favourable Glances, as I had 
been prodigal of them till then, I reſolv'd 
not to caſt an Eye but on Dukes, Counts, 
or Marquiſles, | 

Don Ambroſio came to ſup with me 
every Night, with ſome of his. Friends, 
and I was careful on my fide, to invite the 
moſt diverting of our ACtreſſ:s, and we 
ſpent good part of the Night in Laughing 
and Drinking. Such an agreeable Life a+ 

reed very well with me; but it laſted but 

ix Months. Noblemen are ſubje& to 
change; were it not for that they would 
be too amiable. Don Ambroſio left me for 
a young Coquet of Grenada, who was 
juſt come to Seville, with ſome Agreeable- 
neſs, and Wit enough to make her Advantage 
of it. However, I did not afflict my ſelf 
above four and twenty Hours; and I choſe 
Don Lewis d' Alcacer, a Cavalier of twenty 
two Years old, to whom few Spaniards 
could be compared for his good Mien, to 
ſupply his Place. 

You will without doubt ask me, how I 
came to take ſo young a Lord, I that 
knew the Conſequences; and you have 
reaſon, But beſides Don Lew:s's having nei- 
ther Father nor Mother, and being already 
Maſter of his Eſtate, theſe Conſequences 
are only to be apprehended by Girls of a 
. ſervile Condition, or common Street- 

| | F 
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Walkers. Women of our Profeſſion ate 
not reſponſible for the Effects of their 
Charms; ſo much the worſe for the Fami- 

lies whoſe Heirs we fleece. TM 
D' Alcacer and 1 engag'd our ſelves fo 
firmly together, that I believe never any 
Paſſion equaliz'd that wherewith we ſuffered 
Our ſelves to be enflam'd, We both lov'd 
each other with ſach Violence, that it 
ſeem'd as if a Spell had been la'd upon us. 
They who knew our Correſpondence, 
thought us the happieſt Couple in the 
World, and we were perhaps the moſt un- 
happy. If Don Lew:s was charming in 
his Perſon, he was at the ſame time fo 
Jealous, that he every Minute made me 
deſperate with his unjuſt Suſpicions. It 
ſignify'd nothing my humouring him in his 
Weakneſs, or my conſtraining my ſelf ſo 
much as notto look any Man in the Face, 
his Miſtruſt was ſo ingenious as-to invent 
Crimes which render'd my Conſtraint uſe- 
leſs. Our moſt tender Moments were al- 
ways mix'd with Quarrels; it was not to 
be born ; our Patience was wearied out 
on both ſides, and we parted Friends. 
Would you believe that the laſt Day of 
our Correſpondence was the moſt agreeable 
of any we ever paſs'd together. Being 
both equally fatigu'd with the Evils we 
had ſuffer'd, nothing but Joy was > 
en 
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«ſeen in our Faces at our Separation. We 
were like two miſerable Captives who have 
-xecover'd .their. Liberty after a: hard: Sla- 
very. 2 . en." ah 
Ever ſince this Adventure, I-have«been 
upon my Guard againſt Love. I wil 
have no more Engagements that | diſturb 
my Reſt; it is not fit for us to ſigh and 
-whiae like others; we ought not to be fen- 
ſible in private of a Paſſion which we ti 
Aicule in publick. | be Ore: aa 
During this time Fame was not idle; ſhe 
- had diftus'd it every where that I was an jui- 
mitable Actreſs. Upon the Credit of this 
Goddeſs, the Comedians of Grenada wrote 
to me to propoſemy entring into theit Com- 
pany; and to convince me that ĩt was not to 
be rejected, they ſent me an Account of their 
daily Expences, and their Terms of A- 
greement, whereby I found that it would 
be an advantageous: Offer. Accordingly 
L accepted it; altho' at the bottom I Was 
ſorry to leave Phenice and Dorothea, whom 
I toy'd-,as much as tis poſſible for one 
Woman to love another. I left the firſt 
at Seville employ'd in melting down the 
Plate of a little Goldſmith, who out of 
Vanity would have an Actreſs ſor a Mi- 
ſtreſs. I forgot to tell you that on turn- 
ing Player, I chang'd, out of a Whim, 
my name of Laura, for that of Eſtella ; 
| an 
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and *rwas under that latter Name that I ſet 
out for Grenada. 5 
T made no worſe a Beginning here than 
at Seville, and I ſoon faw my ſelf ſur- 
rounded with Admirers. But refolving 
not to ſell my Favours but at a good Price, 
I was ſo reſerv'd in my Carriage that 
quite blinded them. However that I might 
not fall a Bubble to a Conduct that was 
neither natural to me, nor cou'd bring me 
any Advantage, I was about to give Ear 
to a young Oydor, by birth a Citizen, Who 
lives like a Lord by vertue of his Poſt, and 
keeps a good Table and Equipage, when I 
ſaw the iſs de Marialva for the firſt 
time. This Portaguexe Nobleman travelling 
thro Spain out of Curiofity, and paſſing _ 
thro? Grenada, made it his Reſidence for 
ſome time. He came to the Play-houſe; 
I did not happen to AQ that Night, and 
he fix'd his Eyes very attentively upon 
the Actteſſes that came upon the Stage. 


One of them chanc'd to pleaſe him; he 


got acquainted with her the next Day, and 
the Bargain was juſt upon concluding, 
when I appear'd. The Sight of me, and 
my Coquet Airs, immediately turn'd the 
Scale; the Portugueze thought no ldnger 
of any one but me. To confeſs the Truth, 
as I knew my Companion had charm'd this 
Nobleman, I ſpar'd no Pains to ſupplant 

Vol. III. | E her, 
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her, and I had the good Fortune to ſuc+ 
ceed. I am not ignorant that ſhe owes 
me a Grudge, but I can't help it. She 
ought to conſider that "tis a thing fo nas 
tural to Women, thai the beſt Friends 
make not the leaſt ee „ 


. — * * r 
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Of the Reception the Comedians of Gre: 
nada gave Gil Blas; and of an 
old Acquaintance he met behind the 
Scenes. | 


H E wave Laura had finiſh'd her 
Story, there came in an old Actreſt, 
wh liv'd in the Neighbourhood, with 
an intent to go with her to the Play- 
houſe. This venerable. Heroine of the 
Stage, had been proper to have acted the 
Part of the Goddeſs Cory. My Siſter did 
not fail — — her — to this ſu- 

annua igure, and thereupon great 
ä enfu'd on both ſides. 

I left them together, telling Zendo- 
se Widow that I would meet her at 
- the Play houſe, aſſoon as I had ge: 

ings 


(OY 
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things carried to the Marquis de Mari al 


vas, whoſe Houſe the ſhew'd me. I ſtepe 


immediately to the Chamber I had hired, 
whence {having fatisfied my Landlady) I 
went with a Porter who carried my Cloak- 
Bag, to a large ready-furnifh'd Houſe 
where my new Maſter lodg*d. I met with 


. his Steward at the Door, who ask'd me 


if I was not Mrs. Eftella's Brother. I 
anſwer'd Yes. You are welcome then 
Sigmor Cavalier, reply*d he; the Marquis 
de Marialva, to whom I have the honour 
to be Steward, has order d me to receive 

you kindly. There is a Chamber ready 
tor you; if you pleaſe I will ſhew you the 
way to it. Upon this he carried me up to 
the Top of the Houſe, into a Chamber 
ſo little, that a narrow Bed, with a Cup- 
board, and two Chairs fill'd it. This was 
my Apartment. You will not have a great 
deal of Room here, ſaid my Guide; but 
to make amends, 1 you that you 
ſhall have a ſtately ging at Lisbon. I 
lock'd up my Cloak - Bag in the Cupboard, 
and taking the Key, I ask'd at what hour 
they ſupp'd. - To this he anſwer'd, that 
the Marquis kept no Table, but that he 

gave every Domeſtick ſo much a Month 
Board- wages. I ask'd ſeveral other Que- 
ſtions, whereby I found that the Marquis's 
Servants were fortunate Idlers. After a 


E 2 ſhort 


76 The His ron y Book. 
. ſhort Diſcourſe, I parted with the Steward 
in order. to go again to Laura, being agree- 
ably taken up with the Advantages. I pro- 
mis'd my felf in my new Station.. 
Aſſoon as I got to the Play-houſe Door, 
and ſaid I was Eftella's Brother, evety 
Place was open to me. One might have 
ſeen the Guards ſtrive who ſhould make 
way for me, as if I had been one of the 
moſt conſiderable Perſons in Grenada. 
All the Supernumeraries, Door-keepers, 
and Under-Door-keepers that I met in my 
way made me low Bows. But I wiſh 
I cou'd deſcribe to the Reader, the ſerio- 
comical Reception I met with behind the 
Scenes; where 1 found the whole Com- 
pany dreſs'd and ready to begin. The 
Actors and AQtreſſes, to whom Laura pre- 
ſented me, ruſh'd in ſwarms upon me. 
The Men ſtifled me with their Embraces, 
and the Women, in their turn, ſaluting 
me With their painted Faces, plaiſter'd mine 
over with white and red. Not one of 
them would be the laſt to pay their Com- 
pliment; they all began to ſpeak. together, 
and 'twas impoffible for me alone to an- 
ſwer them : Happily for me, my Siſter came 
to my Aſſiſtance, and her Tongue, inur'd 
to talking, did not ſuffer me to be behind- 
hand with any one. ; 


* 
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, 

i | I not come off, for the Embraces of 
1 the Actors and AQreſſes: I was forc'd 
i to endure the, Civilities of the_Decorator, 


the Muficians, the Prompter, the Snuffer 
J and Undet-Snuffer of Candles: In ſhort I 


5 was forc'dto run the Gauntlet thro? all the 

4 Underlings of the Theatre, who ran all, 

0 at the News of my Arrival, to have a 

*: Look at me. It ſeem'd to me as if the 

C had all been Foundlings, who had never 

"y known what it was to have a Brother. * 
y In the mean while the Play being begun, | 
1 ſome Gentlemen who were behind the 


Scenes, went to ſeat themſelves to hear 

it, and I like one of the Houſe continu'd 

to divert my ſelf with the Actors who » 
were not upon the Stage. One of theſe, 
happen'd to be call'd before me Mel- 
chior; the Name ſtruck me; and confi- 

dering the Man with Attention, I thonght 
I had ſeen him ſomewhere. At laſt I ! 
collected, and knew him to be Mel- 
chior Zapata, that poor Stroller, who, as 
I've ſaid in the firſt Volume, was dipping - 
his Cruſts of Bread in a Spring. - Fe, 

I took him immediately aſide, and told 
him, I am very much miſtaken, if you are 
not that Signior Melchior with whom I 
had the honour to breakfaſt one Morning 
at the Side of a clear Spring, between Yal- 
ladolid and Segovia. I was with a young 


E 3 Lad, 
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Lad, a Barber. We had fome Proviſion 
which we join'd to yours, and we all three 
made a ſlight Repaſt, which was interlar- 
ded with a thouſand agreeable Sayings. 
At theſe Words Zapata began to mule a 
little; after which he reply'd, You ſpeak to 
me of a Thing I can eaſily call to mind; 
I came then from acting at Madrid, and 
was returning to Zamora. I even remem- 
ber that 1 was then in very bad Circum- 
ſtances. I remember it likewiſe, (anſwer'd 
I) by the fame Token that your Doublet 
was lin'd with Play-houſe Bills : neither 
have I forgot, any more than you, that 
you then complain'd of having a Wife 
who was too diſcreet. O, I have no 
more Reaſon to complain of that now, 
reply'd Zapata haſtily, Good God ! the 
ood Woman is mightily alter*d from that; 
y the ſame Token my Doublet is better 
lin'd too. gk 
I was going to congratulate him upon 
his Wife's hearkening to Reaſon, when he 
was oblig'd to leave me, to appear upon the 
Stage. Being curious to know his Wife, 
I went to a Player to deſire him to ſhew 
me her. He did ſo, telling me, that's 
her before you, tis Narcifſs, the prettieſt 
of our Actreſſes except your Siſter. I 
judg'd that this was her in whoſe Favour 
.the quis de Marialva had declar'd _ 
_ elf, 
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ſelf, before his ſeeing Eſtella, and my Con- 


jedture was but too true. After the End 
of the Play, I conducted Laura to her 
Lodgings, where being come, I perceiy'd 
fevers) Cooks who were preparing a great 


Entertainment. You map ſup here, ſaid 
d 


ſhe; By no means, reply'd 1; The Mar- 
queſs will perhaps be glad to be alone with 
you. Not at all, (anſwer'd ſhe:) He is 
coming hither with two of his Friends, 
and one of our AQors : It ſhall be your 
Fault if you don't make the Sixth. You 
know very well that with us Players the 
Secretaries have the Privilege of dini 

with their Maſters. That's true, (ſaid 1; 
but it's too ſoon yet to put my ſelf upon 
the Foot of thoſe Favoerite Secretaries. 
I muſt firſt be intraſted with the Commif- 


fion of a Confident to deſerve that ho- 


nourable Prerogative. Having thus 

J left Laura's and went to my 

Houſe, where I refoly'd to go every Day, 

ſince my Maſter kept no Table. 
l | 
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I Obſerv'd in the Hall a fort of an old 
1 Monk, cloath'd in gray Bays; *>who 
ſupp'd in a Corner by himſelf. Þ went 
out of Curioſity and ſat over-againſt him, 
ſaluting him very civilly, neither did he 
ſeem a whit leſs polite ' than I. They 
brought me my Pittance, which I began 
to diſpatch with great alacrity. Whilſt ! 
was thus eating without ſpeaking a Word, 
I often look'd upon my Neighbour, whoſe 
Eyes I always found fix'd upon me. Be- 
ing vex'd with his continual ſtaring'upon 
me, I addreſs'd my ſelf thus to him; Fa- 
ther, do you think you have ever ſeen me 
any where before? Vou eye me like a 
Man who is not entirely unknown to 

you. cf 

He anſwer'd me gravely ; If 1 fix my 

Eyes upon you, *tis only to admire the pro- 

digious variety of Adventures that are de- 
lineated in the Features of your Face. By 

what I perceive, (ſaid I to him in a rally- 
ing 
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ing Tone, your Reverence underſtands 
Met y. I may boaſt of being Ma- 
ſter of it, reply d the Monk; and of having 
made ſome Predictions, which have not 
been contradicted by the Sequel. I am 
not leſs.vers'd in Chiromancy, and I date 
venture to ſay that my Oracles are infalli- 
ble, when I have compar'd the Lines of 
the Hand with thoſe of the Phyſiognomp. 
Altho? this old Father had altogether the 
Appearance of a Man of Senſe, I thought 
him ſo fooliſh, that I could not forbear 
laughing full in his Face. Inſtead of de- 
ing offended at my Rudeneſs, he ſmil*d at 
it, and purſu'd his Diſcourſein theſe Terms, 
having firſt look'd round the Hall, and 
aſſur'd himſelf that no body heard us. I 
am not ſurptiz'd at ſeeing you ſo pre- 
poſſeſs'd againſt two Sciences, that are 
now thought triffing; the tedious and la- 
borious Study which they requite, dig 
courages all the Learned, who renounce 
and decry them for meer ſpight, in that 
they have not been able to make themſelves 
Maſters of them. As for me, I was not 
diſhearten'd at the Obſcurity wherein they _ 
are involy'd, no more than at the Difficul- 
ties that inceſſantly attend the ſearch of 
Chymical Secrets, and the ſtupendious 
Art of the Tranſmutation of Metals into 
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But l forget, (continu'd he; recolleQing 
bimſelf,) that — a young Gen- 
tleman, to whom my Diſcourſes muſt in 
reality paſs only for Dreams. A Specimen 
of my Skill will incline you to judge fa- 
vourably of me, more than all that I can 
- ſay. At theſe Words, he-drew out of his 
Pocket a Vial full of Liquor of a vermil- 
lion Colour; after which he ſaid to me, 
Here is an Elixir I compos'd this Morning, 
of the Juices of certain Plants diſtih'd in 
the Alembick ; for I have ſpent almoſt all 
my Life, like Democritus, in finding out 
the Properties of Simples and Minerals. 
You ſhall experience its Virtue. The 
Wine we have been drinking at our Sup- 
per is very bad; this ſhall make it excel- 
lent. At the ſame time, he put two drops 
of his Elixir in my Bottle, which render'd 
my Wine more delicious than the moſt ex- 

quiſite that is drunk in Spain. | 
Any thing wonderful ſtrikes the Imagi- 
nation, and when that is once touch'd, one 
makes no more uſe of one's Judgment. 
Charm'd with ſach a fine. Secret, and be- 
ing perſwaded that he muſt be more than 
a Devil to be Maſter of ſuch an Art, I 
cry'd ont full of Admiration, O my Fa- 
ther, I beg your Pardon for taking you at 

firſt for an old Fool. I now do Juſtice to 
your great Capacity. I have no need of 
leeing 
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ſeeing any more, to be convinc'd hut f 
you pleas'd you cou'd make an Iagot of 
Gold of a Bar of Iron. How happy 
I be if 1 were poſſeſgd of ſuch an admire- 
ble Science! Heav'n preſerve you from 
it, (cry'd the old Man, fetching a deep 
Sigh!) You don't know, my Son, What 
a dangerous thing you have wiſh'd. In- 
ſtead of envying me, you ought: rather 
to pity me for having taken ſo much-Pains 
to make my ſelf miſerable. I am ina con- 
tinual- Diſquiet. I am afraid of being diſ- 
cover'd, and of having a perpetual Priſon 
for the Reward of my Labour. Full of 
theſe Apprehenſions, I lead a rambling 
Life, diſguis'd ſometimes like a Prieſt ot 
Fryer, and ſometimes like a Cavaller, or 
Peaſant. Is it then an Advantage to know 
how-to make Gold at that Price? And 
are not Riches a real Puniſhment to thoſe 
who can't enjoy them quietly ?. 1 

Theſe Sentiments appear to me very tea- 
ſonable, (reply'd I tothe Philoſopher Y no- 
thing is to be compar'd to a quiet Life; 
you have given me a Diſguſt to the Philoſo- 
pher's Stone; I will ſatisfy my ſelf with 
learning from you what will befall me. 
With all my Heart, Child (anſwer'd He;) I 
have already made Obſervations upon = 
Features, now let me ſee your Hand. 1 
ſhew'd it him, with a Confidence that 
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will do me no Honour in the Opinion of 
ſome Readets. He examin'd it with At- 
tention, aſter which he ſaid in a Rapture; 
What Tranſitions are here from Sorrow to 
Joy, and from Joy to Sorrow ! What an 
odd ſucceſſion of Diſgraces, and good 
Fortune! But you have already experienc'd 
great part of theſe Alternatives: - You 
have no more Misfortunes to undergo, 
and a Nobleman will provide you an a- 
greeable Settlement that will not be liable 
to change. A, Selim 
Having aſſur'd me that I might rely upon 
this Prediction, he took his leave, and went 
out of the Eating-Houſe, where I ſtaid be- 
hind very full of what I had juſt been hear- 
ing. I did not at all doubt but the Mar- 
quis de Marialva was the Nobleman men- 
tion'd ; and conſequently nothing ſeem'd 
more probable than the Accompliſhment of 
the Oracle. But tho' I had not ſeen the 
leaſt appearance of it, it would not have 
hinder'd my Wonne an entire Credit to the 
counterfeit Monk, he had gain'd ſo much 
Authority over me by his Elie, On the 
other hand, that J might forward the good 
Fortune- that was foretold .me, as much 
as lay in my Power, | reſoly'd to be more 
diligent in my Attendance on the Mar- 
quis, than I had ever been to any of my 
Maſters. Having taken this a 
retire 
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retired ta our Hote i with a-Gaiety not to 

be expreſs'd; never did any Woman go 

away better ſatisfy d from a Fortune tel 
. 


ler. is 


* $19. $27 2fl043:5118 SEV 


, 1 


, + © £© 1 AA 
# } B11 1 


nen a Dann 

GC H A E. N þ 4 3 ' ? 
- ; 13% 3 6,5 8 4 
Of © the Commiſſion the Marquis de 
Marialva gave to Gil Blas an 


how that faithful | Secretary gifs 


charg'd it. * 
T HE Marquis was not yet come back 
from his Actreſs, and I found his Valet: 
de Chambre in his Apartment playing at Pri- 
mero, in expectation of his Retutn. I got: 
acquainted with them, and we diverted our 
ſelves with laughing till two in the Morning, 
when our Maſter came home. He was a 
little ſurprix'd at the Sight of me, and ſaid 
with a;gracious Air, which made me judge 
that he was very well ſatisfy'd with bis 
ſpending the Evening: How G Blas, are 
not you in Bed yet? I anſwer'd, that I was. 
willing firſt to know whether he had any 


Commands for me. I ſhall perhaps have 


a Commiſſion for you to- morrow orving, 
(reply 


8 
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(reply d he ʒ) but it will be time enough then 
3 you of it: go to reſt; and for 
the future remember that I diſpenſe with 
your Attendance at Night; I only want 
my Valets de Cbambre. Abe 

- After this Information, (with which I 
was very well pleas'd at the bottom, as 
it ſpar'd me a Subjection which would 
ſometimes have been diſagreeable to me,) 
I. left the Marquis in his Apartment, and 
withdrew to my Garret. I went to Bet, 
but not being able to Sleep, I reſolv'd to 
follow the Council of Pythagoras, that is, 
to recollect at Night what one has done in 
the Day, in order to applaud one's ſelf 
for one's good Actions, and reproach our 
ſelves for our bad ones. > tar; 

I did not find my Conſcience clear e- 
nough to be ſatisfy'd with my Conduct. 
I: diſapprov'd my having ſeconded Lau- 
ra's Impoſture. *T was in vain for me to 
excuſe my ſelf by ſaying that I cou'd not 
handſomely give a Woman the Lie, whoſe 
only deſign was to do me Service, and that 
J was in ſome ſort under a Neceſſity of 
being an Accomplice in her Treachery. 
Not being contented with this Excuſe, I 
anſwer'd that then I ought not to have 
puſh'd Matters farther, and that I muſt be 
very impudent to live with a Nobleman 


whoſe Confidence I repaid fo ill, In 
| ſhort,. 
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ſhort, after a ſtrict. Examination, I agreed 
within my ſelf that if I was not à Rogue, 
I did not want much of it. 
From thence going on to the Canſe- 
quences, I reprefented to my ſelf that 1 
ran a great Hazard, in impoſing upon a 
Man of Quality, who might perhaps, for 
my Sins, not be long before he found out. 
the Cheat. Such a judicious Reflection 
put me under ſome Apprehenſions: But 
the Ideas of Pleaſure and Intereſt ſoon 
diſpers'd them: Befides, the Prophecy of my 
Elixir Merchant was ſufficient to encou- 
rage me. I deliver'd my ſelf thereforeup 
to agreeable Fancies. I ſet my ſelf about 
caſting up how much my Wages would 
amount to in ten Years Service. To this 
added the Preſents I ſhould receive from 
my Maſter, and reckoning them up accor»- 
ding to his liberal Temper, or rather to 
my Defires, I gave ſuch a Career io m 
Imagination, if I may ſo expreſs my ſe 
as ſet no bounds to my good Fortune. 
So much Riches lull'd me to reſt by little 
and little, and I went to ſleep, building 
con in the Air. 2 | 

ot up the next ng by eight a- 
Clock to receive my Paredes hay oo 
but as I open'd my Door to go out, 1 
was very much ſurpriz'd to fee him be- 
fore me in his Night-Gown and Cap. 


He 
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He was alt alone. Gi/ Blat, (ſaid he) I 
promis'd your Siſter laſt Night when I left 
her, that I would be with her this Morn- 
ing; but ſome Buſineſs of Conſequence 
ptevents my keeping my Word. Go and 
tell her from me that I am very ſorry for 
this Diſappointment, and aſſure her that J 
will Sup with her again to-night, This 
is not all, (continu'd he, putting into my 
Hand a Pucſe with alittle Shagreen Box fer 
with Diamonds) carry her my Ficture, and 
keep this Purſe wherein there are filty Pi- 
ſtoles, which I gave you as a Teſtimony of 
the Kindneſs I already have for you. I 
took the Picture with one Hand, and with 
the other the Purſe 1 fo little deſerv'd, and 
running inſtantly to Laura, I ſaid to my 
ſelf in a Tranſport of Joy: Well, the 
Prophecy is fulfill'd viſibly. How fortu- 
nate it is to be Brother to a hand ſome and 
gallant Girl. Tis a pity it is not as honou- 
Table as tis profitable and agreeable, 

Laura, contrary to the Cuſtom of Per- 
ſons of her Profeſſion, uſed to riſe early 
in the Morning. I ſurpriz'd her at her 
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Toilet, where in expectation of her Por- 


tugue⁊e (he was ſetting off her natural 
Beauty with all the auxiliary Charms that 
the Art of a Coquet cou'd lend her. A- 
miable Eſtella, (ſaid I, on my entring her 
Room) the Load-ſtone of Foreigners, I 
5 may 
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mays now take the Liberty of, eating With; 
my Maſtet, ſince he has bonour'd ms wich 
a Comteiſſion which gives me I 


lege; and ich Lam now come to 
r i 
you this Morning as * 

make amends he will So — 10 
night, and be has ſent. — his Picture, 
which ſcems 10 me to haye en ee 
comfortable in it. 

Hereupon immediately preſented her the 
Box, the. Luſtte of whoſe Diamonds in- 
finitely rejoiced her, She. open'd it, and 
having ſhut it, after looking careleſly; upon 
the Painting, ſhe return'd to the Jewels. 
She extoll'd their Beauty; and ſaid to me 
ſmiling, Theſe are Copies which Wenn 
ers love better than the Originals. . .: + 

I infarm'd her afterwards, that the gente 
rous Hortugue xe on deliveriog me the. 
Picture, had preſented me with a Purſe of 
fifty Guineas. I congratulate you upon it, 
reply*d ſhe. This Nobleman begins at a 
Rate that others ſeldom arcive at. Tis to 

ou, my Charmer (ſaid I) that I owe this 
reſent; the Marquis only gave it me on 
account of my being your Brother. I 
wiſh (reply'd -ſhe) that he would make 
you the ſame every Day, I can't expreſs. 
how dear you are to me. The firſt Mi- 
nute I ſaw you, I conceiv'd ſuch a W 
or 
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For you, that Time has not been able to 
efface, When | loſt you at Madrid, I did 
not deſpair of finding you again; and ye- 
ſterday when you came, | receiv'd you as 
a Man that muſt neceſſarily return to me. 
In ſhort, Friend, Heaven has deſtin'd us 
for one another. You ſhall be my Huſ- 
band, but we muſt firſt get Money. I will 
have three or four Intrigues more to enable 
you to live at your Eafe. mme. 
I thank'd her very politely for the Pains 
ſhe was ſo willing to take for me; and we 
engaged inſenfibly in a Difcourſe that held 
till Noon. Then I took my leave, in or- 
der to give my Maſter an Account how - 
his Preſent had been receiv'd. Altho' 
Laura had given me no InſtraQions there- 
upon, I did not fail to ſtady a fine Com- 
pliment by the way, which I propos'd to 
make in her Name; but *twas fo much time 
loſt. For when I got to the Houſe they 
told me that the Marquis was juſt gone 
out; and was determin'd that I ſhoud fee 
him no more; as will be ſeen in the next 
Chapter, | (© 4s 4 : 
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and bo it thinder-firuck him. 


1 Went to my Eating-houſe, where I 
met two Men of an agreeable Conver- 
ſation, with whom 1 din'd and ſat at Ta- 
ble till Play Time, when we parted, they 


I ro the Theatre. It may be obſerv'd en 
ant, that I had all the Reaſon in the 

orld to be in a good Humour: The 
Diſcourſe I had with theſe Cavaliers was 
full of Gaiety; the Aſpect of my Fortune 
was the moſt promiſing in the World; 
and yet nevertheleſs I cou'd not forbear 
giving way to Melancholy, without know- 
ing why, or being able to refiſt it; Un- 
doubtedly I had a Forefight of the Misfor- 
tune that threatyed me. 

Upon my going behind the Scenes; 
Melchior Zapata coming up to me, whiſ- 
per'd me to follow him. I did ſo, and 
he carried me into a private part 'of the 
Houſe, where he ſpoke to me after this 
Manner. Signior Cavalier, I think it my 
Duty to inform you of ſomething of great 

Importance. 
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Importance. You know that the Marquis 
de Marialva took at fitſt a liking to Nar- 
ciſſa my Spouſe. He had even appointed 
a Day to come and eat of my Rib, When 
the artful Eſtella found the means to. break. 
off the Engagement, and draw the Pertu- 
gueze to her. You may well judge that 
an Actreſs does not loſe fo fine a Morſel 
without a ſenſible Diſpteaſure, This flicks 
in my Wife's Stomach, and there is no- 
thing ſhe would not do to be reveng'd. 
She has now ea fine Opportunity. , Laſt 
Night, if you remember, all our Waiters 
ran to ſee you. The Under-Snuffer of 
the Candles ſaid to ſome of our Company 
that he knew you, and that you are not in 
the leaſt Efe//a's Brother. 
This Report, continu'd Melchior, is 
now come to the Ears of Narciſſa, who 
did not fail to ask the Author, Who has 
confirm'd it. He knew you (as he ſays) 
Servant to Arſenia at the ſame time that 
Eftella waited on her at Madrid, under the 
Name of Laura. My Spouſe, charm'd 
with this Diſcovery, will acquaint the Mar- 
quis de Marialva with it, who will be to 
night at the Play. Take your Meaſures 
accordingly; if you are not really &/teila's 
Brother, I adviſe you as a Friend, on 
account of our former Acquaintance, to 
provide for your Safety. Narciſſa, who 
A , demands 


* 


to give you this Information, that you may 
by , your. ſpeedy Flight prevent ſome un- 
wen Accident, N 

» Twou'd have been to no Purpoſe to 
have told me any more. I thank'd the 
Player for his Intelligence, letting him ſee 
by my Terrour that | was not a Man that 
wou'd give the Under-Candle-Snuffer the 
Lye. I did not find my ſelf at all diſpos'd to 
carry my Impudence ſo far. I was not 
even tempted to take my Leave of Laar 
for fear ſhe ſhould draw me in to pay f 


= Preſumption. I eaſily conceiv'd that- 
ſn 


was Actreſs good enough to extricate 
her ſelf from ſuch a falſe Step; but I cond 
foreſee nothing but an infallible Puniſh- 
ment for my ſelf; and I was not amorous 
enough to brave it. For this Reaſon 1 
thought of nothing but how to ſave 
ſelf with my Gods Pexazes, I mean, wi 


my Things. I vaniſh'd from the Play- 


houſe in a Moment, and in lefs than the 


twinkling of an Eye I had my Cloak-bag 


carty'd to a Maleteer's, who was to fet 
on the next Morning at three a Clock for 
Toledo. I cou'd have wiſh'd to have been 
already at the Count de Polan's, whole 
Houſe ſeem'd to me the only Place of Re- 
fage where I cou'd be ſafe. But I was 
not yet there, and I cou'd not without un- 
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eaſineſs thnik upon the Time I was forc'd 
to paſs in a City where I was apptehen- 
five that they wou'd ſearch for me that ve- 
ry Night. e 
kFlowever I went to ſup at my Eating- 
houſe, tho? J was in as much Trouble as 
a Debtor, who knows the Sergeants are at 
his Heels. What I eat that Night, I be- 
lieve did nat produce an excellent Chyle 
in my Stomach. Miſerable Sport of Fear 
that I was, I examin'd all the Perfons that 
enter'd the Hall; and when unluckily there 
came any ill-look'd Fellows, (which is not 
uncommon in thoſe Places) I ſhudder'd with 
Fear. Having ſupp'd in continual Alarms, 
Iroſefrom Table, and return'd to my Mule- 
driver's, where I threw my ſelf down up- 
on ſome clean Straw, til! the Time of my 
Departure. | 2 
y Patience was put to a very ſevere 
Tryal 2 that Time. A thouſand 
diſagreeable Thoughts came to torment 
me. If at any time I drop'd aſleep, I 
imagin'd I ſaw the furious Marquis falling 
upon. Laura, mangling her pretty Face, and 
breaking all her Furniture to pieces. Or 
elſe I thought I heard him ordering his Set- 
vants to cudgel me to Death. Hereupon 
I ſtarted out of my Sleep; and my waking, 
Which is generally ſo agreeable after a 
frightfal Dream, was yet more dreadful to 
me than my Slumbers. | By 


r 
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By good Luck the Myleteer came to- 


free me from my Pain, by telling me that 
his Mules were ready. . I immediately got 
up, and thank Heav'n, I ſet out tho- 
roughly cared. both of Laura and Chirg- 
mancy... .In proportion as we got farther 
from Grenada, my Mind became more 


compos'd. I began to diſcourſe with my 


Muleteer. I laugh'd at ſome pleaſant Sto» 
ries he told me, and loſt inſenſibly all my 
Apprehenſions. I ſlept very quietly at 

beda, where we took up our firſt Night's 
Lodging, and the fourth we reach'd Tele- 
aa, _My firſt Care was to enquire after the 


Count de Polan's Houſe, whither I went 


fully perſwaded that he wou'd not ſuffer 
me to lodge any where but with him. Bat 
I reckon'd without my Hoſt; for I only 


found the Houſe-keeper, who told me that 


his Maſter had ſet out the Night before 
for the Caſtle. of Leyva; whence he had 
been inform'd that Seraphina was dange- 
rouſly ill. | 
I had never dreamt of the Count's Ab- 
ſence. It diminiſh'd my Joy for being at 
Toledo, and made me take another Reſolu- 
tion. Finding my ſelf ſo near Madrid, I 
determin'd to go there. I reflected that 


I might puſh my Fortune at Court, Where 
as | had been told, a great Genius was not 


abſoluteſy neceſſary to advance one's fel. 
The 


—— - — 
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The next Morning 1 took the 

of a return'd Horſe, to go to that Capital 
of Spain. Fortune conducted me thither, in 
order to my acting Parts of greater Conſe- 
quence than ever 1 had yet play d. 


- 


SL ON , * 


CHAP. XII. 
Gil Blas goes to lodge in a Houſe 
ready furniſh'd, where be gets ac- 
guainted with Captain Chinchilla; 
what ſort of a Man that Officer was, 
and what Buſineſs brought bim to 
Madrid. ; 


Aon as 1 got to Madrid, I took up my 
| Lodging in a ready-furniſh'd Houſe, 
where, amongſt others, there liv'd an old 
Captain, who was come from the fartheſt 
End of New Caſtile, to ſollicit a Penſion 
from the Court, which he thought he had 
deſerv'd but too well; His Name was Don 
Hannibal de Chinchilla. I was not without 
Surprize that I beheld him the firſt time. 
He was a Man of Threeſcore, of a Giant's 
Size, and prodigiouſly lean, He * 
| 1 8 
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ing up both ſides to his Temples. ' Beſides 
his having but one Leg and one Arm, he 
had one Eye cover'd with a piece of green 
Taffety, and his Face feem'd flaſh'd in ſe- 
veral Places. Ibis excepted, he was made 
like another Man. Beſides, he did: not 
want for Wit, and yet leſs for Gravity. 
He carry'd his Morals even to Scrupu- 
lonſneſs, and valu'd himfelf above all, on 
being delicate in point of Honour. | 

After havingiconvers'd with him twice 
or thrice,. he did me the Favour to make 
me his Conſident. I ſoon became acquaiu- 
ted with all his: Affairs. He told me in 
what r loſt an Eyeat Na- 
ples, an Arm in Lombardy, and a Leg in the 


Low-Comntries, What I admir'd in all the 


Accounts: he me of his Battles and 
Sieges, was that he did not let flip one 
vai ions Exprefiion,. not one Word in 
his On Praiſe; tho? I con'd. willingly have 
forgivren-his bragging of that half: of him 


for the loſs of the other: The Officers' 
who return ſafe and found from the. Wars 
are not all ſo modeſt. e 

But he told me that what lay moſt up- 
on bis Spirits, was his having ſpent a con. 
ſiderable Income in his Campaigus, ſo that 
he had no longer any mote than a hundred 


which was left, to make himſelf. amends 
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Ducats a Vear left, which was hardly ſuf- 
ficient to keep his Maſtacios in order, 
pay for his Lodging, and the writing his 
Petitions. For in ſhort, Signior Cavalier, 
y he ſhrugging up his Shoulders,) 
I preſent them, thank God, every Day, 
without the leaſt Notice being taken of 
them. One wou'd ſwear that a Wager 
had been laid between the firſt Miniſter 
and me; and that *twas which of us two 
ſhould be firſt tired, I of giving, or he of 
receiving them. I have alſo had the Ho- 
nour of preſenting ſome frequently to the 
King; but like Man like Maſter, and all 
this Time my Caſtle at Chincilla falls to 
ruin for want of Repairs. _ 

One muſt deſpair of nothing, reply'd I 
to the Captain, perhaps you are upon the 
Point of ſeeing your Labour and Pains 
repaid with Intereſt. I ought not to flat- 
ter my ſelf with ſuch Hopes, anſwer'd 
Don Hannibal. *Tis not three Days ſince 
I ſpoke to one of the prime Miniſter's: Se- 
cretaries, and if I believe his Words, I 
have nothing to do but to fit down con- 
tented. What did he ſay to you then, Sig- 
nior? (reply'd I.) Did not the Condition 
whereunto you are reduced ſeem to him 
worthy of a Recompence? You ſhall be 
Judge r Chinchilla.) The Seereta- 
ry told me plainly, Good * 
| | one 
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don't brag ſo much of your, Zeal and your 
Fidelity. You have done but your Duty 
in expoſing your ſelf to Dangers for your 
Country. The Glory alone that is inſe- 
arable from great Actions, is a ſufficient 
ayment for them, and ought4o ſatisfy, ef- 
pecially one that is a Saad. You mult be 
undeceived therefore if you look upon the 
Gratuity for which you ſollicit as_a Debt. 
If it ſhould be granted you, you will ſtand _ 
indebted for it only to the King's Good+ 
neſs, who is willing to think; himſelf; ob- 
liged to ſuch, of his Subjects who have 
ſery'd the State well. Lou fee by this, 
(continu'd the Captain,) that t'other half 
of me is ſtill in Arrears to my Country, 
and that I am very likely to return as 1 

came. 3 00 "Tow? 
»Tis natural to concern one's ſelf far a 
brave Man whom one ſees ſuffer. 1 ex- 
horted him to hold out, and 7 er'd 
Zeven 


to tranſcribe his Petitions gratit. 
went ſo far as to open him my Purſe, and 
conjure him to take out what Money he 
pleas'd. But he was not one of thoſe who 
don't want to be ask'd twice on ſuch an 
Occaſion. On the contrary, ſhe wing bim- 
ſelf. very nice on that Subject, he thank'd 
me with ſome Haughtineſs for m good 
Will. After this he told me that, prepay 
had 


he wou'd not be chargeable to any one, 
2 
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had uß'd himſelf by d s to live 1 gem < 
rately, that the jeaſf * Food wou 1557 
pb lis Fabllene⸗ This was but too 


true ; he A only upon Scallions and O- 


ni sz according he had nothin 10 
10 Wine that no Bod 
neſ * his hard Fate, he F= hy 
ay 0 himſelſin his Chamber at Meal- 
103 ok However 1 did prevail upon him 
5 Intreaties that we might Pine 
oo p together; and, +. bis Pride 
| 5 5 'Cotn tnpaſſion, I ada great 
=, . hey for my and Wine 0 . Tha 
wht nectar ſelf oy 100 
he's — dh im 7 by 0 Com - 
e ot at laſt he — overcome 
thportunſty. After which growin 
11 9 mate h u of be help d me empty 


| 5 reconcil'd_ his ' Stomach to a 
$690) Nouriſhment ; Indeed, (ſaid he, with 
a gay i, Sigmior Gil Blas you are very 


ſeducin 500 make me * juſt as you 
pleaſe. Tor have ſuch'a Way * — 6 
oven one. oats all Fen 
5h YO god" Natare. 11 
ſrem'd Ki tõ have ſo much E. Moc 
Modeſty, that if I had again prest d 0c 
iy WE. dete of * urſe, 1 veler 
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he N not have refusd t; bur 1 did 
not put him any more. to that Tryal. _ 
come wy my ſelf with having made him 
{s-miate, and raking the Palns not 
only to N his Petitiohs, but even 
to help compoſe them. By havitg fo 
often copied the Homilies 6ver , fair, I 
had learn'd to give a Phraſe à good 
Tere; I was become a kind of Author. 
u the other hand the old Officer gals, 
himſelf upon Wn op Style. So 47 
ſtriy in each to vye the ot joe 
made Pieces of El6q Wire not un w W 
the moſt celebrated Ovatols of Salah 
. But *tWas all in vain either för the 
one or the other of us to 15 5 p our Wiis 
for Flowers of Rhetofick, to eſt 
theſe Petitions, *twas (as one may fay) 
Labour in vain. Whatever Turn wegave 
to Dow Hathibal's Services to ſtimp a va- 
Ine- vpdn' them, the Court had no regard: 
to them. This did not induce 6 ond In- 
valid to make 3 Panegyrick up0 . ſuch 97 
on na rk ruin'd themſelves in Watt, 
his it! H 


wur he curs'd his 1 \ 
is the Devil had Naples, L Lale 52 
and the Low-Countries.. ms 
To mortifie him yer more, it happen'd 
one Day that a Poet introdtic'd by the 
Kg d. Alba, having recited before the 


ug 4 Sohne upon the Birth of an man- 
E 3 ta, 
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ta, was rewarded before his very Face 
with a Penſion of 00 Ducats. I believe 
the mangled Captain wou'd have run Mad, 
if I bad not taken care to hearten him. 
What's the matter with you? ſaid I to 
him, ſeeing him beſide himſelf. There is 
nothing in it that . to diſcompoſe 
you: Have not the Poets time out of 
mind made Princes tributary to their Mu- 
ſes? There is never a crown'd Head but 
- what has ſome of theſe Gentlemen for its 
Penfioners. And, entre nous, theſe ſorts of 
Penſions being ſeldom unknown to Poſteri- 
ty, immortalize the Liberality of Monarchs, 
whereas the others that they beſtow are of- 
ten ſo much loſt to their Fame. How 
many Rewards has Auguſtus given? how 
many Penſions has he beſtow'd, of which 
we have no Knowledge? But lateſt Poſte- 
rity will know, as well as we, that Vir- 
gil -receiv'd from that Emperour almoſt. 
200.000 Crowns. 

Whatever I could ſay to Don Hannibal, 
the Sonnet lay like Lead upon his Sto- 
mach. And not being able to digeſt it, he 
reſolv'd to abandon all. However, to 
make his laſt Puſh, he wou'd preſent one 
more Petition to the Duke of Lerma. 
With this Intent, we went both to the 
Prime Miniſter's, where we met with a 
young Fellow, who, after having ay 
A | the 
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the Captain, ſaid to him with an affectio- 
nate Air, My dear old Maſter is it you 
that I fee? What Buſineſs has brought you 
to his Excellency's? If you ſtand in need 
of a Perſon who has ſome Credit here, 
make uſe of me; 1 offer you my Service. 
How, Pearil/o, (reply'd the Officer;)to 
hear'you, one would think that you had 
ſome Poſt of Importance in this Houſe. 
At leaſt, (anſwei'd the young Fellow,) I 
have Intereſt enough to do an Honeſt i. 
dalgo like you a Pleaſure. If it be ſo, 
(reply?d the Captain with a Smile,) 1 will 
have Recourſe to your Protection. I grant 
it you, ſaid Peadrillo. You need only 
tell me the Buſineſs in hand, and I promiſe 
to obtain ſomething for you of the Prime 
Miniſter, | 
We had no ſooner ſatisfied this obli- 
ing youy Fellow, but he ask'd where 
aunibal lodg'd; then having aſſur'd 
us that we ſhould hear from him the next 
Day, he vaniſh'd without informing us 
what he intended to do, or even telling 


us whether he was a Domeſtick to the 


Duke of Lerma. I was defirous of know- 
ing who this Pedr:/lo was, that ſeem'd to 
me ſo diligent. He is a young Fellow, 
(reply'd the Captain) who ſerv'd me ſome 
Years ago, and finding my Circumſtances 
fell to decay, left me to look for a Place 

| F 4 of 
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of more Profit. I don't take it ill of him; 
tis very natural to change for the . 
He is an Arch Fellow who does not want fot 
Wit, and is as intriguing as the Devil 
But in ſpite of all his Skill, I don't depend 
much upon the Zeal he has juſt expreſs'd 
for me. Perhaps, (ſaid I,) he may be uſe- 
ful to you; for Inſtance if he ſnou'd be- 
long to ſome of the Dake's principal Of- 
ficers, he may do you a Service, You 
ate not ignorant that amongſt great Per- 
lons every Thing is carry'd by Intrigues 
and Cabals; that they have Domeſticks ho 
govern them, and that theſe are govertid 
in their turn by their Footmen. LN 
The next Morning we faw Peutitlo. 
come to our Lodgings. Gentlemen, (ſaid 
he,) if I did not explain my ſelf yeſterday 
about the Means I had to ſerve Captain 
Chinchilla, twas becauſe we were not in 
a proper place to intruſt you with ſuch a 
Secret. Befides, I was willing to ſee whes - 
ther the Thing was feaſible, before I open d 
my ſelf to you. Know then, that I amithe 
favourite Servant to Dos Rodrigae⁊ de Cal. 
derona, fitſt Secretary to the e of Ler- 
ma. My Maſter being very gallant, goes 
. almoſt every Night to ſup with à Night- 
ingale of Arragon, whom he keeps in 3 
Cage near the Court. She is a young Gitl 
of Albarazin, one of the handſomeſt that 


can 
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Segnora Sirena. As I carty 
ning a Billet. u, cove 6 20 
ing her. 1 10 ed“ to per, 10 let. 
ani! 0 her and un- er 
Colour of that to engage der Galldat to p pro; 
tect him. e is ver) willi to, und 
rake the Matter; for 15 the Ie Ar 
vantage gie propoſes ae (rm 
ſhe Will be Over Ig, wi 6 Bos [ oug 
Neige 10 4 brave 55 emanh, Gui * 
Sig wor de Chin, 975 look'd ſo ib this 
Diſcpurſe he expreſs'd a great Aya 
being made an Accomplice to a I. 00 1000 . 


yet more to ges. re to, 


him, b pretending. 
He 720 Ry only with Mis 
himſelf; he fa darein ( 
preflion). a retre-aQive, 10 ma 5 
reflected back upon bis Anceſtors, 
24. Ethi'd ver anlage 4 1 77 
drillo, Who w Was di pleas'd.. 5. ih ff, bd 
ou mad, (cr ry'd he,) to take er 1075 
Aahner ? d 8 iö Fa the, Temper 6 you 
you petty Sende hen, 29 have. a Oy 
that makes you ridiculous... S1wr C 
valier (continu'd he, addrefing biinſelf 20 4 
me) 1795 not t you ſurpriz'd at the Scrup 
thyt be miles? Good. God! 1s ic at Co bar 
t hat one muſt. examine Tubes ſo. nicely 
F 5. Under : 
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Under. whatever deſpicable Shape Fortune 
pen there, they take Care not to let 
her ſlip. 1 | 2 
I applanded Pearillo's Speech, and we 
both harrangu'd the Captain ſo well, that 


we made him Sirena's Uncle in ſpite of 


his Teeth. When we had gain'd ſo far 
upon his Pride, we all three ſet our ſelves 
about writing afreſh Petition for the Prime 


. Miniſter, which was review'd, augmen- 


ted, and corrected, I afterwards copied 
it over fair, and Pedrillo carried it to the 
Arragonian, who that very Night gave it 
in charge to Don Rodriguez, to whom ſhe 
repreſented the Matter ſo well, that the Se- 
cretary believing her really the Captains 
Neice, promis'd to make uſe of his Inte 
reſt for him. A few Days afterwards, we 
found the Effects of this Management. Pe- 
drills came back to our Lodging with an 


Air of Triumph: Good News (ſaid he to 


Chinchilla) The King will make a diſtri- 
bation of Commanderies, Benefices, and 
Penſions, when you won't be forgot. But 
I am order'd to demand of you what Pre- 
ſent you think to make Sirena. As for 
me, 1 declare I will have nothing. I pre- 
fer the Pleaſure of contributing to the Bet- 
tering the Fortune of my old Maſter to 
all the Gold in the World. The Nymph 
of Albarazin is not of the ſame Tru 

LY”. _— 
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She is a little upon the Few, when ſhe is 
to do a Service to her Neighbour: She 
wou'd take Money of her own Father; 
judge whether ſhe would refuſe that of a 
pretended Uncle. ch 
She need only name her Demands, re- 

ly'd Don Hannibal. If ſhe deſires every 

ear a third of the Penſion that is granted 
me, I promiſe it her, and that onghr to 
ſatisfie her, if the whole Revenues of his 
Catholick Majeſty were at (take. Ifhou'd 
very willingly truſt to-your Word (reply'd 
Don KRoariguez's Mercury,) I know very 
well that it is ſacred; but you have to do 
With a little Gipſy who is naturally very 


. Beſides ſhe had much rather, 
Ence for all, that you ſnou'd give her two 


thirds down in ready Money. And where 
the Devil wou'd ſhe have me raiſe it? (ſaid 
the Officer briskly interrupting. him) Does 
ſhe believe me a Contador- Mayor? You 
muſt certainly not have inform'd her of my 
Circumſtances. Pardon me, (reply*d Pe- 
drillo.) She knows very well that you are 
as poor as Job. After what I have told 
her ſhe can't be ignorant of it. Bat don't 
trouble your ſelf; I am a Man fertile in 
Expedients. I am acquainted with an old 
Rogue of an Oydor, who loves to lend his 
Money at ten per Cent, You ſhall make 
him an Aſſigument and Security for the 
4 | C 


1 
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firſt Year' of your Penſion, in Conſidera- 
tian of the ſame Sum which you ſhall 
acknowledge to have receiv*d: from him 
add which you ſhall actually have all but 
the Intereſt. As for the Security, tile Len; 
der ſhall content himſelf with your Caſtle 
of Chinchilla, in the Condition wherein'it 
2 is. You ſhall have no Diſpute about 

25 J 

The ( 


Captain proteſted that he would 
accept of theſe Propoſals; if he ſhould be 
fortunate enough to have a ſhare in the 
Favours that were to be diſtributed next 
Day. This happen'd accordingly; He was 
_ with a Penſion of three hundred 
iſtoles upon a Commandery. Aſſoon 9 
ever he had heard this News, he gave a 

the Security that was demanded of him, 
finiſh'd' his little Affairs, and teturn'd to- 
new Caſille with ſome: Piſtoles in his 
Pocket. ̃ c 
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en, 5 


Gil Blas meets with bis dear Friend 
Fabricio at Court. Great Joy bee 
thee them on both Sides, Where 
yp both went; and the curious Con 

Thy [align they had together. | 


Had as'd-my ſelf to go every Morting 
to the King's Apartment, where 1 ſpent 
two or three hours in ſeeing the Grardees.. 
come in and go out; they ſeeming to me 
there not to de farrounded with that Splen. 
dour they are elſerhere. 

One Day as I was walking and yr 
ting about the Lodgings; and makin ig (36 
do a great many others) a very fc i. 
=; I difcover'd Fabricio whom” 1 Had 
kt at Valladolid, in the Governor of 
the Hoſpital's Service. What ſutpriz4 me 
was that he convers'd familiarſy Wich the 
Duke de Medina. Sidowe, and the Marquis 
de Saime Croix.'' Theſe: two Nobfemen 
as I thought took Pleaſure in is Diſcourſe; 
add to this he was dreſs d a8 handfontely 
as a noble Cavalier. 

Am not I deceiv'd, ſaid 1 to Fer? 
ir ther ibe Son of the Barber Nwvez/? Tit 


perhaps 
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haps ſome young Courtier who reſem- 
les him. I did not remain along time in 
this . ary the Noblemen went out, 
and I accoſted Fabricio, who knowing me 
that minute, took me by the Hand, and 
having made me thruſt thro? the Crowd, to 
get out of the Lodgings, My dear Gl Blat, 
ſaid he embracing me) I am overjoy'd to 
ee you again. at are you doing at 
Madrid? Are you in any Place yet? Have 
you any Poſt at Court? In what State are 
your Aﬀairs? Give me an Account of all 
that has happen'd ſince your precipitated 
Departure from Valladolid. You ask me 
a great many things at once (reply'd I) apdy.. 
we are not here in a Place proper to r& 3 
count Adventures. You are in the right 
(rejoin'd he ;). We ſhall be better at my 
odgings. Come l'Il carry you thither. - 
Tis not far from hence. I am indepen- 
dent, agreeably ſettled, my Furniture per- 
1 good, I live contented, and am hap- 
PY 


nce I think my ſelf to be ſo. 

1 accepted his Offer, and ſuffer'd my 
ſelf to be led by Fabricio, who. made me 
ſtop before a Houſe that made a noble 
Show, where he told me he liv'd. We 
croſs'd a Court, on one fide whereof was 
a great Stair-caſe that carry'd up to ſtately 
Apartments, and on the other a. little 
pair of back Stairs as dark as —_ 
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dy which we went up to the Lodging 
which had been ſo much cry'd up. 
conſiſted of only one Chamber, whereof 
my ingenious Friend had made four, ſepa- 
rated by Deal Partitions. The firſt. ſery'd 
as an Anti-chamber to the ſecond, where 
he lay ; the third was his Cloſet, and the 
laſt his Kitchen. The Chamber and Anti- 
chamber were hung with Maps, and the 
Furniture was anſwerable to the Hangings; 
*T was a large Bed of a Brocade very much 
worn, ſome old Chairs of 2 Serge 
trim'd with a ſilk Grenada Fringe of the 
ſame Colour, a Table with gilt Feet, co- 
ver'd with a Leather that ſeem'd to have 
# been red, and border'd with a Copper 
Fringe that was turn'd black thro? length 
of time, together with an Ebony Cup- 
| board, adorn'd with Figures conrſely 
cary'd. A little Table ſerv'd in his Cloſet 
for a Bureau, and his Library was com- 
pos'd of ſome Books, with ſeveral Bun- 
dles of Papers which one might ſee diſ- 
pos'd upon Shelves along the Wall: His 
Kitchen, which was not unſuitable to the 
reſt, conſiſted of Earthen Ware, and other 
neceſſary Utenſils. . ty 
 Fabricio, having given me time to conſi- 
der his Apartment, ſaid to me, What do 
ou think. of my Houſe-keeping; and my 
Lodging ? Are not you charur'd with ot 
| | es 
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Yes faith (reply'd I ſmiling; You mult 
manage your Affaire fery well at Madrid 
to be fo well ſettled here, without doub 

you have ſome Commiſſion, Head 'n pre- 
ſerve me from it! (rejoin'd he:) The Coti- 
dition I have choſen is pteferable to arly. 
Employment. A Perſon of Diſtinion; 
to whom this Hotel belongs, has giveh me 
a Chamber therein; whereof I have made 
four, which I. have furniſh'd as you ſee, 
I only buſy my ſelf about things wherein I 
take Pleaſute, and I feel no Nee 
Explain our ſelf mote cleatly, ſaid I. 
interrupting him. You ofly heighten thy | 
Curiofity to know what Life you lead, 

Well then 2 2 he) I am going to ſas. 
tisfy you. I am turned Author; Phave 
commenc'd. Wit; I wtite both in Verſe 
and Proſe ;- I am good at every thing. 
Vou a Favourite of Apollo! (faid I laugh 
ing :) That's what 1 cou'd never have- 
thought. I ſhou'd have been lefs ſurpriz'd 
at ſeeing you any thing elfe. hat 
Charms then have you found in the Con! 
dition of Poets? I ſbou'd have fancy'd that 
thoſe Gentlemen were deſpĩis'd in civil Lift, 
and that they bad no ſettled Ordinaty. 8 0 
Fy! (cry'd he in his turn) You ſpeak of 
thoſe miſerable Authors whoſe Works ate 
the Refuſe of Bookſellers, and Players, 
Ought one to wonder if ſuch Writers are 
EET not 


not eſteem'd?? But the good ones are upon 
a better footing in the rid. And 1 
ſay, without Vanity, that I am of thi 
amber... 1 doubt it not, reply'd 1; you 
are A young Fellow of à good deal or 
wh at you compoſe cannot be Bad. 
* wonder how the Fury of writitig 
feſt poſſeſs d you. 

Vour Surprive is juſt (rejbin's Nite Y 
1 was ſo eontented with my Condition 
with Signor Manuel Ordogue &, that I did 
not wiſh to change. But my Genius rifing 
by degrees, like that of Plautus, 9 4 
. 1 wrore a Ootedy, * 
und acted by the Comedians at Fall. 
doll, Tho” it was not worth a Ruth, 
it met wii great Succeſs. By this-I judg d 
that the Pußliek was a good mifeh Cow, 
that was eafily milk'd. This Reflection, 
ond the ae Deſite of writing dene tee 
Pieces, made me quit the Ho 
Love of Poetry wenn'd me from ey ; 


Riches, and I refotv'd to 5 
as being the Center of the Beaux. e 

to refine ty Taſte there. Hereupon RS) 
my Difcharge of the Ke r, who did 
not give it me without Regr 
was his Affection for me. 

he) have you any Reaſon to be 5 


with me? No Sir, (rep pe HP pA 
N and I am ſen _ 
wit 


* 
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with your Goodneſs. But you know one 
muſt follow ones Stars. I find my ſelf 
born to immortalize my Name by my wit- 
ty Productions. What a Fellow is this, 


ſaid the good Citizen! You are already 


naturaliz'd in the Hoſpital ; you are upon 
the Foundation whence the Stewards are 
made, and even ſometimes the Governors.. 
You will quit the Solid to run after Trifles, 
90 much the worſe for thee, Child. | 

The Governor ſeeing that he oppos'd- 


— 


my Intention in vain, paid me m abs, > 
s in 


and made me a Preſent of fifty Duca 
acknowledgement of my Services. So that 


with that and what I had ſcrap'd up in the 


little Commiſſions wherewith | had been 
intruſted, I was in a Condition, when [ 
came to Madrid, to put my-ſelf in a hand- 
ſome Figure; which I did, tho' the Wri- 
ters of our Nation don't value themſelves 
much upon their Dreſs. I ſoon became 
acquainted with Lopez de Vega Carpio, 
Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, and other 
famous Authors; but preferably. to theſe. 
great Men, I choſe a young Batchelor of 

ordova, the incomparable Don Lewis de 
Gongora, the fineſt Genius that ever Spain 
produced. He is not willing his Works 
ſhould be publiſh'd in his Life-time ; he 
ſatisfies himſelf with reading them to his 
Friends. What is moſt particular, is, that: 

* 4 | ature 


— 
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Nature has endu'd him with the uncommon 
Talent of ſucceeding in all ſorts of Poetry. 
Bat principally he excells in Satyr, that's 
his Maſter-picce. He is not like Laciliut, 
a muddy River that carries a great deal of 
Slime with it, he is the Tagzs whole clear 
Streams roll over a golden Sand. "ITT 

You draw me (ſaid I to Fabricio) a fine 
Picture of this Batchelor ; and J don't 
doubt but a Perſon of ſuch Merit has a 
great many Detractors. All the Authors, 


(reply'd he) both good and bad, inveigh . . 


againſt him. One ſays he loves Bombaſt, 
Pans, Metaphors, and Tranſpoſitions. Such 
an Obſcurity (ſays another) tuns thro? all 
his Verſes, as was in thoſe which the Sa- 
lian Prieſts ſung in their Proceſſions, which 
no body underſtood. There are ſome who 
even reproach him with mak ing ſometiznes 
Sonnets or Romances, ſometimes Come- 
dies, ſometimes Stanzas, Sc. as if he had 
extravagantly undertaken to ſurpaſs the beſt 
Writers in all kinds of Poetry. But all 
this zealous Carping only loſes its force a- 
ainſt a Muſe that is cheriſh'd both-by the 
randees and the Multitude. 
*'T was under this able Maſter that I ſery'd 
my Apprenticeſhip; and I dare venture to 
ſay that 'tis appatent by my Writings. 
have imbib'd 10 much of his Wit, that I 
have already compos'd Pieces which he 
n YA would 
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wou'd not be aſhamed to own. I go; af- 
ter his Example, to recite my Labours'in 
great Houſes, where they receive me to 
Admiration; and I meet with Perſons who 
are not difficult. *Tis true I have a good 
way of Delivery, which does no Injury 
to my Compoſitions. In ſhort, I am eſtee 
med by ſeveral! Noblemen ; efpecially. I 
tive with the Duke of Medina Sidonia as 
Horace did with Mecenas. This, (conti- 
nu'd Fabricio) is the Way I commenc'd 
Author. I have no more. to tell you; 
now Gil Blat tis your Turn to rel 
your Adventures. S | 
Ten 1 aſſam'd the Diſcourſe, and pt 
fing over every indiffetent Circuthſtance, 
1 gave him the Account he defir'd, after 
Which it was Time to think of Binner. 
Hereupon he took ſome Napkins out of 
his Ebony Cup-board, together with Bread, 
#pſece of a roaſt Shoulder of Mutton, and 
4. Bottle of excellent Wine; and We both 
far dn to Table with all the Galety of 
two Friends who meet after a long Sepa- 
ration.” You fee, (ſuid he) my free and in- 
dependent Life. I might, if I wou'd, eat 


. 


every Day with Perſons of Quality; but 
beſides that the Love of writing keeps me 
Often at Home, I am a little. Ari/tippsr.. 
J can ſuit my ſelf equally to the Company 
of Great Men, and to a' retired Life, to 
Abundance, and Erugality.. We. 
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We found the Wine ſo good, that 
was forc'd to fetch another Bottle out 
his Cup-board; and when the Cheeſe 
upon the T able, I told bim that 1 ſhou'd 
be very g glad to fee ſome of his Producti- 

m 


ons mediately he look'd for a Son- 
net amongſt his Papers, which he * to 
me with an Ep. However i 1 ſpi 
of the Charms of his, Delivery, 1 2 
the Style ſo obſcure, that I con'd * „ com- 
pre rehend any part of it. He perceiv'd it. 
his Sonnet (ſays he) ders not ſeem ve- 
ry clear to you, does it? I confeſs'd that 
1 cou'd have wiſh'd for.a little more Cleae- 
neſs in the Expreffions. Upon oy, 
fell a layghing at my Expence. If 
Sonnet (reply'd he) is not. 4 
ſo much the . A natural and 
Style is not agreeable, to Sonnets, Od 
and other Works that require the Sublime, 
All their Merit confiſts, in their Odſcarity. 
Tis enough that the Poet thinks he Unger 
ſtands himſelf. What, do you wützt 16s 
Friend? ſaid I, interrup ve him. 
muſt be good 'Senfe, and 5 * 
Expreſſion in all Poetry, of whatever na- 
ture they are. And if your. ipcomparghls 
Gongora does not write more. intelligib 
than you, I muſt own to you.that the en 
bot 


I had conceiv'd for, 05 will be gr 1 
migiſh'd. He is a Foet who ar, mo 
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but impoſe upon his own Age. Now let 

me ſee your Proſe. OY 
Hereupon Nane ſhew'd me a Preface 
{Which he intended (as he ſaid) for a Colle- 
.  Qion of Comedies that were in the Preſs; 
after which he ask'd me what I thought of 
it. Iam no better ſatisfied (reply'd I) with 
your Proſe than your Verſe. Vour Son- 
net is but a ſwelling Bombaſt; and as for 
your Preface it is full of far-fetch'd Ex- 
preſſions, and Words that are not war- 
ranted by the Publick, or (if I may uſe 
that Term) of perplex'd Phraſes. In a 
Word your Style is fingular, the Books 
of our good antient Authors are not ſo 
written. Poor Igzoramns | (ſaid Fabricio:) 
You don't know that every Pcoſe-writer 
who now aſpires at the Reputation of a 
Maſterly Pen, affeQs this 1 25 of 
Style, theſe out-of-the-way Expreſſions 
that ſhock you. There are five or fix bold 
Innovators of us who have undertaken to 
turn the Language topſy-turyvy. And we 
ſhall gain our Point, an't-pleaſe God, in 
ſpite of Lopez de Vega, Cervantes, and 
all the Wits who cavil at our new way of 
Speaking. We are ſeconded by a Num- 
der of Partizans of Diſtinction, we have 
even ſome Divines in our Cabal. 
After all (continu'd he) our Deſign, / 
is laudable, and Prejudice apart, we are 


more 
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more to be valu'd than thoſe eaſy Wri- 
ters who ſpeak like the Vulgar. I can't 
imagine why ſo many Gentlemen eſteem 
them. It might do very well at Azhens 
and Rome, where all the World were con- 
founded; and that is the Reaſon why So- 
crates tells Alcibiades that the People are 
an excellent School-maſter. But at Ma- 
drid we have a good and a bad Cuſtom; 
and our Courtiers expreſs themſelves after 
another manner than our Citizens, You 
may believe me, in. ſhort, our new Style 
carries the Day from that of our Anta- 
gonifts. I will ſhew you by one Touch 
the difference between the Gentileneſs of 
our Expteſſion and the Flatreſs of theirs. 
For Inſtance, they wou'd ſay after an ea- 
ſy manner, Interludes ſet off a Comedy; 
whereas we ſhou'd exprefs our ſelves. 
more refinedly, IJuterludes are an Tmbel- 
liſhment to a Comedy: obſerve well that Tm 
belliſhment, Don't you perceive the Beau- 
95 mM Gracefulneſs, and the Noblenefs 
of it FIC A Da 
J interrupted my Innovator, by a Fit of 
Laughter ! Fabricio, (teply'd I) you are an 
Original with your affected Language. 
And you (rejoin'd he) are but a Dance 
with your fluent Style. Go, (eontinu'd he, 
applying to me the Words of the Arch- 
Biſhop of Grenada,) go to my TR 
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& him. gi 1 4 W Dyicats, an- 
oy hes with that Sum. Here 


* : 
e finiſh'd ry eo after which 
aroſe. from Fable in a pretty good 
ge Drs ban 
Walk in che Prada, 
* da dee, ans Ae 
go in there. 
This Place was generally frequented by 
good Company, and accordingly. we ſaw 
in tWo ſeparate Rooms ſeveral Cavaliers 
Who were, diver ting themſel ves differently, 
In one, they were playing at Primare and 
Cheſs; and in the other, ten or twelve 
Perſons. were very attentively liſt'ning to 
no E Wits, who were diſputing. 
ad no need 2 go very near chern, 
maß een their, Argument was upon 
Neuuphbyftes 1 Propofition ; for they fpoke 
with ſo much Heat and Paſſion that they 
look'd like two that were poſſeſi d. Ie: 
lieve that if one had put Eleagar's Ring 
under their Noſes, one ſhou'd have ſeen 
the Devils come out at their Noſtrils. 
Good God (ſaid 1 to my Companion.) 


Arn Vivacity! What Lungs? theſe: Dit 
putants 


we 
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were born to be the publick Cry- 

ers. Moſt part of the Company: are forc'd 

to remove. - Yes indeed, (reply'd he) theſe 

Men are certainly deſcended from the 

Race of Nevins, the Reman Banker, whote 

Voice cou'd be heard above the Noiſe of | 

the Carmen. But (continued he) what | 

diſguſts me moſt in their Diſcourſe, is 

that our Ears are deafen'd to uo purpoſe. 

Hereupon we got at a diſtauce from theſe 

foaring Me ans, whereby I diver- 

ted a violent that was beginning 

to ſeize me. | £5 | 2381 

We went and placed our ſelves in a 

corner of the other Room, whence, whilſt 

we were refreſhing our ſelves with cooling 

Liquors, we ſet our ſelves to examine the 

Cavaliers that went out and in. Nunez. 

knew almoſt all of em. Good God, (cry d 

he,) the Diſpute of our Philoſophers will 

not de yet over. Here come freſh. Re- | 

inforcements. Thoſe three: that juſt  { 

eater'd will engage therein. But do you | 

ſee thoſetwo Originals that are going out? ö 

That little ſwarthy lean Perſon, whoſe 

long lank Hair hangs down in equal Por- 

tions befare and behind, is call'd Don J- | 


—— 2 bd 
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lian de Villanuno. He is a young Oydor 
who ſets up for a pretty Fellow. Que of 
my Friends and I went the other Day to 
dine wich him. We ſurpriz'd him very 
7 __ fingularly / 

\ 
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 Cherubin ſpoke: not a Word, but he ap- 


— 


ſingularly employ'd: He was diverting 
himfelf in his Cloſet by making. à great 
Grey-hound fetch and carry the Bags 
wherein were the Papers of a Lawſuit, 
whereof he is to make the Report, and 
which the Dog tore in pieces. The Li- 
centiate with the red Face who accompa»- 
nies him is nam'd Don Chernbir Tonto. 
He is a Canon of the Church of Toledo, 
the weakeſt Wretch in the World. Ne- 
vertheleſs by his brisk lively Air, you 
wou'd take him for a Man of Wit. He 
has a ſparkling Eye, with a Satyrical ma- 
licious Smile. One wou'd believe that 
he was a Man of bright Thought. Does 
any one read a fine Piece before him? he 
liſtens to it with an Attention that ſeems 
to proceed from a good Judgment, and 
nevertheleſs he undetſtands not a Word 
of it. He was at the Oydor's Entertain 
ment. A thouſand bright Things were 
ſaid there, a number of Jeſts broke, Don 


plauded them with ſuch a decifive Air, as 
ſeem'd ſuperior even to our brighteſt Sal- 
Bes. 904 a ek as 

Do you know (ſaid I to Nane) thoſe 
two Slovens who are leaning with their 
Elbows upon a Table, and whiſpering in 


this Corner, breathing full in each other's 


Faces are 
unknown 


Faces ? No, (eply dhe) 4heir 


* a 
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unknown to me. But, dcording to all 
Appearances, they are Cofffee-houſe Poli- 
ticians, Who are cenſuring the Govern- 
ment. Lock upon that genteel Cavalier 
who walks whiſtling about the Room, and 
ſtanding ſometimes upon one Leg, ſome- 
times upon bother. Tis Don Auguſtin 
Moreto, a young Poet, who was not born 
without a Talent, but has been render'd 9 
almoſt Mad by the Flattery of ignorant 
Wretches, The Man whom he accoſts Au 
is one of his Brethren, who turns Proſe ; 
into Verſe, and is alſo a little Lunatick. | 
What, yet more Authors! (ery'd he, 
ſhowing me two Swords-men who were 
entring :) It ſeems as if they had all ap- 
pointed to come here, and paſs in Review g 
before you, The one is Don Bernarl! 
Deſlenguado, and the other Don Sebaſtian 
de Villa Nieicſa. The firſt is à Man full of 
Gall, an Author born under the Conſtel- 
lation of Saturn, a miſchievous Mortal 
who takes a pleaſure in hating all the 
World, and is himſelf not belov'd by any 
one. As for Don Sebaſtian, he is an ho- 
neſt Man, an Author who will let nothing 
lie upon his Conſtence. He has had a 
Piece lately acted at the Play-houſe, which 
met with — and he 
is going to print it, that he may no longer 
impoſd apm the Jadgmert of the Publick. 
* . Gongora's 


— — — — — ? ———_— — 
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_ Gongora's charitable Pupil was prepg- 
ring to explain to me the Figures of the 
moving Picture before our Eyes, when 
a Gentleman of the Duke of Medina 
Sidonia came to interrupt him, by ſay- 
ing, Signior Don Fabricio, I was looking 
for you, to tell you that his Grace wants 
to ſpeak with you. He expects you at 
home. Nanez knowing that one cag't 
comply too ſoon with the Deſires of a great 
Man, quitted me that Moment to go to 
his Mecenas, leaving me in a great Sur- 
prize at hearing him call'd Don, and find- 
ing him thus ennobled in ſpite of Malte 
Cbryſaſtom the Baiber, his Father. 


«= 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Fabricio places Gil Blas with Count 
| Galiano @ Sicilian Nobleman. 


1 Had too great a Curiofity to ſee Fabri- 

cio again, to fail of being with him'ear- 
ly the next Morning. Good Morrow, (ſaid 
I at my Entrance,) 20 Signior Don Fa- 
bricio, the Flower, or rather the Muſhroom 
of the Aſturian Nobility. At theſe Words 
he burit out a laughing. mr os 

5 cry'c 
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(cry'd he) you haye obſery'd, that they 
call'd me Do»? Yes, my Gentleman, (te- 
ply'd I,) and you'll allow me to tell you. 
that yeſterday io re· counting your Mera- 
morphoſes, yon forgot the belt. I agree 
with you, (rejoin'd he;) but, upon my 
Word, if I have aſſum'd that Title, twas 
not fo much to hnmour my own Vanity, 
as to ſuit my felf to that of others. You 
know the Spanrards, They have no man- 
ner. of Eſteem for an honeſt Man, if he 
has the Mis fortune to want for Birth, and 
Money. | il fay more, I fee fo many Peo- 
ple, and Heav'n knows of what fart, wha 
ſtile themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, 
or Don what you pleaſe, that if there is no 
Impoſture in-the- Caſe, you muſt agree that 
the Rank of Nobility is very common , 
and that a Plebezan of Merit does them 
Honour when he dcigns to aſſume it. 

But to change the Subjed, (continued 
he,) laſt Night at Supper at the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia's, where, amongſt others, 
was Count Gal:tano, a Siciſian Nobleman 
of the firſt Rank, the Diſcourſe turn'd up- 
on the ridiculous Effects that are produced 
by 'Self-tove. Being charm'd with the Op- 
portunſty of entertaining the Company 
thereupon, I diverted them with the Hi- 
ſtory of che Homilies. You may well 
think that your r Was — 

5 3 Y 
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1y... rallied on all Sides; which did not 
prove unlucky for you; for you was pi- 
tied, and Count Galiano, after having ask d 
me a number of Queſtions about you, to 
which you may imagine I made ſuitable. 
Anſwers, has order'd me to bring you to 
him. I was juſt coming to ſeek you for 
that Purpoſe, Undoubtedly he intends to 
offer you to be one of his Secretarſes, T. 
wou'd not have you refuſe that Proffer; 
for the Count is Rich, and lives at Ma- 
arid like an Ambaſſador. *Tis aid that 
he is come to Court to confer | with the 
Duke of Lerma about ſome Crown Lands 
which that Miniſter intends to alienate in 
Sicily. In ſhort, Count Gain, tho? a Si- 
cilian, ſeems generous, and full of Can- 
dour and Integrity. You can't do better 
than to make your Court to this Noble- 
man. He is probably the Perſon who is- 
to enrich you, according to the Prophecy 
at Grenaaa. js Yb, Y" FAR 
I was reſolv'd (reply'd I to Nane) to 
have rambled a little, and have taken my 
Pleaſure, before I ſettled again in a Ser- 
vice; but the Picture you have drawn of 
this Sicilian Count makes me change my 
Mind. I wiſh I were already with him. 
That you ſhall preſently, (tejoin'd he,) or 
am much miſtaken. At the ſame time 
we both went ſtrait to the Count's, Wh 
 lodg® 
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1odg'd in the Houſe of Don Sanabe⁊ d A. 
vila his Friend, who was then in the 
Count | "+1; $044. £208 


2 775 | ern 25 
On entring the Court, we found a num 


ber of Pages, and Footmen in a rich well» 
fancy'd Livery, . and in the Anti- Chamber 
ſeveral Gentlemen of the Horſe, Gentle- 
men, and other Officers; They were au 
magnificently cloath'd, bat with that had 
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ſuch uncouth Faces, that I thought I far D 


a Company of Apes in a Spaniſb Dreſs. 
There are Men and nn of ſuch a 


Make that no Art will mend them. 


- They carry'd-in- word that Don Fabric ic T3 


was there, upon. which he was introduc'd 
in a Minute into the Chamber, where 1 
1 _ The Count 1 = in 3 
Night-gowyn, fitting upon a Sopba, a 

arioking Chocolate.” We culated hien with 
all manner of Demonſtrations of a pro- 


found Reſpect; and he, on his ſide, bow'd 
his Head, with ſuch a gracions Look, that 


I immediately. found he had won m 
Heart; the admirable and yet uſual Effe 
that a favourable Reception from great 
Men produces, They muſt give us but'a 
very cool Welcome, when they diſpleaſe 
us. | ; * : 
Having drunk his Chocolate, he diver- 
ted himſelf ſome Time. with playing with a 
large Ape that was by him, and was calPd 
G 4 Cupid. 


—— — — 
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Capid. I can't imagine why the Name of 
that God was given to that Animal; unleſe 
* was becauſe he was full as malicious 3 
for he did not reſemble him a Jot in any 
other Reſpect. However, ſuch as he was 
77 his Maſter took great Plealure in him, and 
| Was ſo charm'd with bis pretty Tricks, 
that he had him continually in bis Arms. 
Tho' Nanez and I were but little di- 
verted with the Ape's Gambols, we pre- 
ended to be raviſh'd with them. This was 
very sgteeable to the Sicilian, who ſyipen- 
ced for a while the Pleaſure he took in this 
Faſtime to tell me, Friend it ſhall be yout 
own Fault if you are not one of my Secreta- 
ries, [f you likethe Offer, I will give yout wo 
hundred Piſtoles a Vear: Tis enough that 
Don Fabricio preſents you, and anſwers for 
you. Ves my Lord,cry'd Nanex, I am bolder 
than Plato, who durſt not be anſwerable 
for one of his Friends whom he ſent to 
Vionyſius the Tyrant. I am not afraid of 
deſerving your Reproa ches. 
I thank'd the Aflurian Poet with a Bow 
for his -obliging Confidence; then addreſ- 
nung my felt ro my Patron, I aſſut'd bim 
ot my Zeal and Fidelity. The Nobleman 
no tuoner ſaw that his Propoſal was ac 
cepted, than he order'd his Comptroller to 
be call'd, and whiſper'd him; after which 
he ſaid, G-. Blas, you ſhall know re 
„ O 
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how I intend to employ you: in the mean 

while you have nothing to do but to follo ]] 
my Iatendant. 1 have given him ſome 

Orders relating to you. I obey'd, leaving 

Fabricio with the Count and Cap-ιj +: 

The Comptroller, who was a ſharp 

Meſſine⁊e, conducted me to his Apart» 
ment, over-whelining me with Civilities- 
Then he ſent for the Taylor Who had 
cloath'd/ all the Family, and order'd him 
ſpeedily to make me a Suit of the ſame: 
Magaiticence with choſe of the head Offi-, 
cers of the: Houſe. - The Taylor having. 
taken — Meaſure retired. As fot your 
ſaid the cw — know a 
Grant that will fir But (eonti- 
nu'd he) have you Break ited? ? I anſwer'd 
no. Ah, poor Fellow, (tejoin'd he) why” 
did not you ſpeak ? Come I'll lead you to 
a Place whete, Heav'n be thagk'd, . 
need only ask and have. 

At theſe Words he cairy'd me down in- 
to the Battery, where we found the Stew- 
ard, a Neapolitan, full as as the 1: fſi- 
nee. Oue might ſay, of the Comptroller 
aud him, that they were a compleat Pair. 
T his honeſt Steward was ſitting with five. 
or fix of his Friends, who were cramming 
themſelves with Hams, Neats- T'ongues, - 
aid other ſalt Vidtuals which oblig'd them 
tv drink one Glaſs after another. We 

| 3 join d 
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join'd theſe Good- Fellows, and help'd 
them to diſpatch the Count's beſt Wines. 
Whilſt Things went thus in the Buttery, 
they were not much better in the Kitchen: 
The Cook was alſo entertaining three or 
four Citizens of his Acquaintance, who 
did not ſpare the Wine any more than us, 
and were gorging their Stomachs with 
Rabbit and Partridge Pies. Even the very 
Scullions made themſelves merry with 
what they cou'd pilfer. I thought I was 
in a Houſe that was given up to be pillaged. 
Nevertheleſs: this was nothing. I faw 
only Trifles, in compatiſon of what I did 

981 „1 
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Of the Employments Gil Blas had in 
Count Galiano's Houſe. 
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IV.. out to fetch my Things, and have 
them brought to my new Lodging. 
When JI came back, the Count was at 
Table with ſeveral Noblemen and Poet 
Nune x, who ſat and was waited upon with 
* an 
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an eaſy Air, and made one in the Convert 
lation. I even obſerv'd that he did not 
ſpeak one Word but what was agreeable 
to the Company. Well fare Wit! When 
a Man is Maſtet of it, he may act what 
Part he pleaſes; 33 To - a EAI & 
As for me, I din'd with the Officers, 
who were treated almoſt like their Matter. 
Dinner: being over, I withdrew to my 
Chamber, where I began to reflect upon 
my Condition. Well, Gil Blas, (ſaid ) 
you are now with a S:ci{ran Count with 
whoſe Character you are not acquainted. 
To judge by Appearances, you will live in 
Clover. But 1 would not have you ſwear 
for any Thing, and you ought: to diſtruſt 
your Stars, whoſe. Malignity:you have ex- 
perienc'd but too often. Beſides this, you 
are ignorant what Employment he deligus- 
you. He has already | Secretaries and a 
Comptroller: what Service then can you 
do him? Without doubt he+intends to 
make you his Mercury; ſo much the bet - 
ter, one can't be upon à more profitable 
footing with a Nobleman, to make one's 
Fortune quickly. In more credible Poſts - 
one advances but ſlowly, neither does ones 
always hit the Marg 
- Whilſt I was making ſach fineRefleQi- 

ons, a Footman came to tell me that att 
the Cavaliers who bad. din'd at our Houſe 
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were jult gone Home, and the Count 
ask d for me. I flew immediately to his 
Apartment, where 1 found him ſtretch'd 
out upon his Sepha, and ready to take his 
Sieſto with the Ape, which was by him. 
Come hither, G. Blas, (ſaid he) take a 
Chair and hearken to me. I did as he 
order'd, and he ſpoke after; this man- 
ner. Don Fabricis has told me that 
- amongſt other good Qualities, you was 
very affetionate to your Maſters, and 
ate à Perſon of Integrity; Theſe two 
Things made me teſolve to propoſe 
your living with me. I want a Servant 
who will de wedded to my Intereſts, and 
employ all his Attention in preſerving my 
Eſtate. I am rich indeed, but my Expences 
every Vear exceed my Revenues very 
much. And why ? * Becan ſe they rob 
me, Becauſe they plunder me. I am 
in my: Houſe as in a Wood beſet with 
bieves. I ſoſpect my Comptroller and 
Steward of having an Intelligence to- 
ether ; and if I am not deceiv'd in my 
Goon) Etures; that is more than enough to 
ruin me utterly. Lou will anſwer, that 
if I believe them Rogues, I bave nothing 
to do-but to diſmiſs them. - But where 
ſhall' | get others that are of a different 
Nature? I will be contented with having 


them both obſery'd by a Man, who — 


* 
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have Power to overlook theit Conduct 
And I have choſen you for that Place. If 
you acquit your ſelf well of it, be aſſurd 
you don't ſerve one that will be ungrate* 
ful. I will take Care to ſettle you very 
ad vantagiouſly in Sici x. 1 
Having diſcours'd me thus, he ſent me” 
away; and that very Night I was proclaim' d- 
Super- Intendant of the Houſe, before all 
the Domeſticks. The Meffizeze and the 
Neapolitan. were not much mortify'd at 
firſts becauſe they thought me a good 
Companion, who would eaſily compound 
with them, and they reckon'd that by lei- 
ting me go Snacks, they might keep on at 
their old Rate. But they found themſelves” 
deviliſnly miſtaken the next Day, wen Þ 
declat d that I was an utter Enemy to au/ 
Beeach-of Truſt: 1 asd the Steward ans 
Account of the Proviſions. I viſſted tht 
Cellars: alſo enquired into the State of = 
the Buttety, I mean the Plate and the Lin 
nen. After this I erborted them both % 
be: good Managers of their Maſter's Mos 
ney, to be frugal in their Expeucts, and 
concluded my Exhortations by proteſting 
that I would inform the Count of af the 
Exttavagancies that I ſhould diſcover in his- 
Houſe. a IT IE 7 e 
Tais was not all. I would have 4 Spy 
to find out if there was any ſecret Under 
7. 8 | _ Randing 


K * * * A gd — WV — oO ww ww „ 0 reer ns. * ”* 


+ 


W 
C0 
Co 


734 Te. HISTORY BookT) 
ſanding between them. In order to this I 
fix*d my Eyes upon a Scullion, who ſuffering 
himſelf to be won over by my Promiſes, 
told me that I cou'd not have pick d upon 
a more proper Perſon, to be inform'd of 
all that paſs'd in the Houſe. He ſaid that 
the Comptroller and Steward were agreed 
together, and burn'd the Candle at both 
ends: That they every Day convey'd away 
half the: Victuals that was bought for the 
Houſe : That the Neapolitan kept a Mi- 
ſtreſs: who liv'd over-againſt St. Thomas's 
College, and that the Mefizeze had ano 
ther at the Sun Gate: That theſe two 
Sparks ſent every Day to their Nymphs 
Proviſion of all ſorts: That the Cook fon 
his Part diſpatch'd good Plates-full to a 
Widow of his Acquaintance in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and that by vertue of the Ser- 
vices he did the two others, to whom he 
was entirely devoted, he diſpos'd as well 
at them of the Wines in the Cellar. In 
ſhort that theſe three Domeſticks were the 
Occaſion of making ſuch a horrible Ex- 
pence at the Count's. If you doubt my 
Account, (adds the Scullion) only take 
the Trouble to meet me to-morrow at ſe- 
ven in the Morning near St. Thomas's 
Gate; you will ſee me laden with a large 
Basket that will quickly convince you of 
the Truth. What, (reply'd I) _ it 
b ems 
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ſeems you are Factor to theſe gallant Pura 
— * I 5 — he) 2 employ'd' by 
the Steward, and one of my Comrades 
does the Meſlages of the Comptroller. 

I had the Curioſity next Day to go at 
the appointed Hour to St. Thomas's — 
lege. I did not wait long for my Spy. 4 
faw him comibe whiraneh Dukes fall of 
Butchers Meat, Poultry, and wild Fowl: 
I took an Inventory of each ſort, and drew 
up, upon my Pocket - Book, a little verbal 
Caſe, aſter having bid Mr. Turaſpit diſ- 
charge his Commiſſion as uſual, + 

The Scilian Nobleman being natur 
very paſſionate, would in his firſt Fran- 
ſports have turn'd away both the: 
tan and the Meſſine xe; but having reflected 
better upon it, he ſatisfy'd himſelſ ' with 
diſmiſſing the latter, whoſe Place he gave 
me. Thus my Poſt of Super- Intendant 
was ſuppreſs'd. a little after 1 Creation; 
and to own freely I did not regret it. Id 
was, properly ſpeaking, but the 
ment of an honourable Spy, a Place that 
had nothing ſolid in it. On the 
being made Mr. Comptroller, Ius Ma+ 
ſter of the ſtrong Box, and that is the chief 
Thing. He is the Domeſtick who has 
the firſt Rank in a great Houſe; and there 


are ſo many little Perquiſites anner d — 
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bis Poſt, that he would become rich, even 
tho“ he were an honeſt Man. 
My Neapolitan, who was not at the 
End of his Roguery, obſerving that I was 
paſſionately zealous for my Maſter, and 
that I reſolv'd every Morning to obſerve 
what Meat he bought, and to keep a Re+ 
iſter of it, left off conveying any away; 
t the Hang · dog continu'd- to take the 
ſame Quantity each Day, by this Trick. 
He incteas'd the Profits -he had from the 
Meat that came off the Table, which of 
Right belong'd to him, ſo that he was at 
leaſt enabled to ſend his Miſtreſs. good 
Store of Proviſion ready dreſs'd, tho! he 
cou'd no longer furniſh her with any Raws- 
In ſhort the cunning Devil loſt nothing, 
and.the Count was not a Jot the forwarder 
for — Phoenix. of a Comptroller. 
The exceſſive Proluſion with which I then 
ſaw each Entertainment overcharg*d, made 
me immediately ſuſpect this new Trick, 
and I aſſoon put a {top to it, by tetrench- 
ing the Superfluities of each Coutſe. How - 
ever I did this with ſo much Prudence, that 
it had not in the leaſt the Air of Par ſimony. 
One would have ſworn the Extravagance 
had ſtill continu'd the ſame; and yet by 
this Oeconomy I conſiderably diminiſh'd 
my Maſter's Expences, This was juſt 
6 "3 | . What 
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what he wanted; He would keep within 
Bounds, and yet make as magnificent a 
Figure. Avarice was not ſo Predominant 
in him as Oftentation, oo 205 ones 
There was yet another Abuſe to be re- 
form'd. I found that the Wine went very 
faſt. If, for Example, twelve Cavaliers 
werte at the Coum's Table, there would: 
be fifty and ſometimes threeſcore Flüske 
diſpatch'd. "This very much ſurpræ d ma 
and not in the leaſt doubting but there 
was ſome Cheat in it, I conſulted my 
Oracle theteupon; that is to ſay my Scul- 
lion, with whom I often 'diſcours'd in 
private; and who gave me a faithful Ac 
count of all that was ſaid or done in che 
Kitchen, where he was ſuſpected by no 
body; - x- N 5. ML 888 3a00afn:; Rf 
He informꝰd me that the Waſt, here 
complain'd, proceeded from 2 new. 
Combination between the Steward, the 
Cook, and the Footman Who fi out 
the Wine: That the latter carte back 
the Bottles half full, wich were afler⸗ 
wards divided among(t the Cabal. Upon this 
Itreptimanded the Footmen, and threatend 
to turn them out of Doors, if they ever 
ventur'd io do the ſame again, Whick was 
enough to make them return to their Duty. 
As I carefully inform'd my Maſter of the 
leaſt Thing I did for his Advantage, he 
222 Over - 
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overwhelm'd me with Praiſes, and I 
ſeem' d every Day to be more and more 


der-Cook. 


Comptroller, ſuch as were before unheard: 


in his Favour. On the other hand to make 
the Scullion ſome amends for having done 
me ſuch good Service, I made him Un- 

The Neapolitan was almoſt mad to find 
that I met with him every way; and what 
moriify'd him the maſt; was the continual. 
Contradictions he was expos'd to every 
Time he came to bring me his Accounts. 
For, that I might clip his Wings the better, 
Itook the Pains to go to the Markets to 


know the Price of Proviſions. So that 


after that 1 ſaw thro” all his-Deffgtis; and 


as he was always intent upon his own Pro- 


fits, and for that Purpoſe would have fix d 
his own exorbitant Prices upon every. 


Thing, I reprimanded. him ſeverely. 


was: very well ſatisfy'd that he curs'd:me+ 
a hundred times a-day; but the Grounds 


of his Execrations made me not in the leaſt 


apprehenſive of their taking Effect. I 
can't imagine how he cou'd bear with ſo 
many Contradictions, and not leave the 
Sicilian Count's Service. Unqueſtionably 
he found his Account therein, in ſpite of 
all my Deductions. ' 125 
As I ſaw Fabricid from time to time, I 
inform'd him of all my Exploits, as Mr. 


of; 
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of; but L found him more ãnclinꝰd to blame 
my Conduct, than approve it. Heaun 
grant (faid he to me one Day) that after 
all this, your Difintereſtedneſs be well re- 
compenced; but, between you and I, if 
you were not quite ſo hard upon the Stew- 
ard, I believe it would not be-theworſe for 


you. What (reply'd I) ſtiall the Thief in his 


Accounts impudently. rate a Fil at ten Pi- 
ſoles, which coſts him but four, and would 
8 over - look ſuch an Article? 

y not? (tetorted he, cooty.) He need 
ouly give you half the over-plus, and then 


he will do things according to Form. Up- 
tend, (continu'd he, ſhaking 


on my Life'Fr 
his Head) you are a down-right Spoil- 
houſe; and you ate very likely to be a Sex- 


vant as long as you live, fince you don? 


ſtrike while the Iron's- hot. Know that 
Fottune is like one of thaſe jilting; fickle 


Coquets who flip thro? the Fingers of ſucky 
Lovers as don't uſe them roughly... ©, 


I only laugh'd at »F@bricio's ane 
he even laugh'd at it himſelf, and won 

have perſwaded me, that he was not in 
earneſt. He was aſham' d of having given 
me ſuch bad Counſel to no Putpoſe I re- 
main'd fix'd in my Reſolution of being als 


ways faithful and zealous for my Maſter: 


I did not degenerate, and I dare ſay, that 
by my Frogality,. * 4 
*, va 
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of he ene that wy 10 Count 
Galiano' Ape: Of chat Nobleman's 
Contern for it. Hom Gil Blas: fell 
1: Sick, and the Effect: of his Sick» 
— . | $1 "21 1 
. : gant} inL 11 oa BR. 
44 * #/. 51,1: v4 
AT the Mateo of 400 Time; the 
Quiet of our Hotel was ſtrangely di- 
ſturb'd, by an Accident that will perhaps 
ſerm but a Trifle to the Reader, which 
however prov'd no laughing Matter to the 
Domeſticks, - and: eſpecially to my ſelf. 
Cupid, the Ape-beforetnention'd, that Fa- 
vourite of our Maſter's, jeaping one Day 
from one Window to another, perform'd 
ſo ill, that he fell down into the Court 
and diſlocated a Leg. The Count no 
fooner knew. of this Misfortune, than he 
cry'd out loud eno agh to be heard: by the 
Neighbourhood ; and quarrelling wih all 
* 8 in the Exceſs of his Ge 
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he was within an Acę of tu us ul 
out of Doors. However he confin'd his 
Anger ſo far, as only to curſe our Neglt-- 

ence, and rattle us, without keeping with 

n any manner of Bounds, Not only 

he ſent immediately for thoſe Surg — 
who were the moſt $kilfut at Madrid for 
FraQures and Luxations of Bones. Theſe 
examin'd the Patient's Leg, ſet it, and ap- 
ply'd a Bandage. But altho' all 'of them 
aſfur'd him there was no harm done, that 
did not hinder our Maſter's retaining two 
of them to attend poor Peg, "till ne was 
quite well. 

I ſhou'd be to blame if I ſhou'd omit 


taking Notice of the Connt's Trouble and 


Diſquiet all this time. Wou'd one believe 
that he ſcarce ſtirtꝰd all Day from his dear 
Cupid? He was always preſent when he 
was drefy'd ; and would rife twice or 
thrice in the Night to ſee him. But the 
Plague of all was, that all the Domeſticks, 
and eſpecially my ſelf, were oblig*d to be 
always ready to run whenever 'twas thoughr 
proper for Pay”s Service. In fine ther 
was no Reſt in our Houſe, till the curſ 
Creature, having 5 We forgotten its Pall, 
began to play its Trieks and Gambols 8 
— as uſual. After this Who will 
ſe to give Credit to Suctoniu, when he 


fo eh Colgule was fo Gd 
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that he provided him a Houſe zichly furs 


niſtud, with Officers to ſerve him; and that 


he would even have made him a» Conſul. 
y. Maſter was not leſs charm'd wich his 


g, he would willingly have made him a 


. n n 644.442 48 
4 The worſt of all for me was that I 
had ſurpaſs'd all the Servants, that I might 
make my Court the better to my Lord; 
and I had beſtirr'd my ſelf fo violently for 
his Capid, that I fell ſick. I was ſeiz'd 
with a high Fever, and my Diſeaſe increa· 
{ed ſo, that 1. loſt my Senſes. Lam en- 
tirely ignorant what they did to me for the 
ſpace of a Fortnight that I lay fluctuating 
between Life _ Death. I only know 
that my Youth ſtruggled ſo well with the 
Fever, and perhaps with the Medicines that 
were given me, that I at laſt recover d my 
Senſes. The firſt Uſe I made of them 
was to diſcoyer that I was not ing my 
on Chamber. 1 would have known the 
Reaſon, and - accordingly I ask'd it of an 
old Woman who nurs'd me, but ſhe an- 
ſwer' d that I muſt not ſpeak; that the Do- 


Cor had expteſsly forbid it. When one 


is well, one generally laughs at theſe Phy- 


ficians,. Is one Sick? One ſubmits tra- 


Qably to their Preſcriptions.” „Nin dea n 
I refolv'd then to keep Silence, hate - 
ver Inclination I had to talk 'with my 


viſe, 


SY 
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— e mete-⸗- 
upon, when two Things like Beanx, very. 
richly :dreſs'd, enter d my Room. Tbeß 
had each a Suit of Velvet, with very fine 
Linney, and Lace ſuitable to it. I ima» 
gin'd that they had been ſome Noblemen, 
Acquaintance:of my Maſter's, 'who came 
to ſee me, in Reſpect to him. In this 
Thought, 1 did my utmoſt to fit up, aud 
was going out of Deference to pull off my 
Cap; but my Nurſe made me lie dawn a- 
.— r that theſe worſhipful | 
entlemen were my Phyſician. and Apo- 
thecary. 8 | 1 TIES Ws. 
Fbe Doctor 


drew near to me, felt my 


Pulſe, obſerv'd my Looks, and finding 


all the ſigns of an approaching Cure, be 
aſſumꝭd an Air of Triumph, as if he had 
contributed mightily thereunto, adding 
that there wanted but one Doſe more to 
compleat the Work, and after that he 
might -boaſt of having performd a won- 
drous Cute. Having thus ſpoken, be made 
the Apothecary write a Preſcription which 
he dictated, and in the mean while was 
admiring himſelf in a | Glaſs, ſetting his 
Hair in order, and making Faces, whereat 
I cou'd mot forbear Laughing, in ſpite of 
the Condition wherein I was, This done, 
he bow d to me with his Head very Cava- 
lierly, and went out better ſatisfied: * 
"4 | 


. 
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| -- his dear ſelf, than with the Drugs he had 


preſcrib'd. 

After his Departure, the Apothecary, who 
was not come for nothing, ſet bimſelf in 
order to adminiſter one may gueſs what. 
: Whether he was afraid that the old Wo- 
man would not perform her Part well, or 
whether *twas to enhance the Price of his 
Commodity, he would giveit himſelf; but 
with all his Addrefs, I don't know how it 
happen'd, the was ſcarce over, 
but I returning the Operator his Preſent, 
made his fine Velvet Coat in a fine Pickle, 
He look'd upon this Accident as a Misfor- 
tune inſeparable from Pharmacy: Where- 
fore taking a Napkin, he wip'd himſelf 
without ſaying a Word, and then went 
away, fully reſolv'd to make me pay the 
Scowrer, to whom without doubt he was 
oblig'd to ſend his Cont. 
le return'd the next Morning drefi'd 
more decently, tho” he had nothing to ap- 
prehend that Day, to bring me the Doſe 
the DoQor had prefer the Evening be- 
fore. But, beſides finding my ſeif better 
every Hour, I had contracted ſuch an A- 
verfion, ever ſince the Day before, for all 
Doctors and Apothecaries, that I even 
cuts'd the Univerſities where thoſe Gen- 
tlemen receive a Power to kill Men with 


Impunity. Being in this Diſpoſition, > 
| 6 
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hep e of n 
tion, provided So paid for it, len it N 
upon the Table, and withdrew without 
ſpeaking one Syllable. 3th, 42.96 
1 irmmediately had the deyilim Doſe 
thrown out of the Windqw, _ being fo 
ptepoſſeſs'd againſt it, that mould have 
tho ht my ſelf poiſon'd if I had fwallow'd 


0 ws AR of Difobedience, I added 


* I broke Silence, and told my 
Nur ſe in a poſitive Tone, that I was abſo- 
lately ceſoly*d ſhe fhonld tell me News 
my Maſter. The old Beldame either be- 
5 apprehenfive of N a dan r 
| on, if ſhe ſhould ſatisfy me, | 
pan feng only Obſtinate with De- 
n 2 — * me, and increaſe my Di- 
r; befitared whether ſhe ſhould an- 
ſwer J bur 1 preſs'd her ſo ſharply. to 
obey , that at" laſt ſhe reply*d;  "Sigmer 
Cavalier, You have no longer any other 
Maſter but your ſelf; Count Galiano i is te- 
turd to S. 

I cou d not believe what T heard; never- 
theleſs nothing was more true. That No- 
bleman, the very ſecond day of my Sick- 
neſs, fearing le leſt [ honld die at his Houſe, 
had me remov'd, with my little Matters, 

Vor. III, H into 
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into a ready furniſh'd Room, where he 
had abandon'd me, without Ceremony, to 
the Care of Providence and a Nurſe. 
During theſe Tranſactions, having receivid 
an Order from Courtwhich oblig'd him to 
return to Sicily, he ſet out with ſo much 
Precipitation, that he thought no more of 
me, whether it be that he reckon'd me al- 
ready among the Dead, or that Perſons 
of Quality are ſubject to ſuch ſhort Me- 
mories. | 
My Nurſe gave me this Account, and 
Inform'd me that *ewas ſhe who had fetehꝭd 
a Doctot and Apothecary, that I might not 
periſn for want of Aſſiſtance. I fell into 
-a profound Refverie at this fine News. | 
Farewell my advantagious Settlement in | 
Sicily! Farewell my:moſtcharming Hopes! 
When any great Misfortune befalls you, 
(ſays a certain Pope) examine your ſelf 
well, and you will always find that it is 
a little owing to your ſelf. By your leave, 
good Mr. Pope, I don't ſee how, on this 
. fion, I contributed to my ill For- 
tune. | AS: 9 . 
When 1 found the flattering Chimera: 
-vaniſh that had fill'd my Imagination, the 
firſt thing, which took up my Thoughts, 
was my Cloak-bag, which I had brought 
upon my Bed, that I might ſearch it. I 
gh'd upon perceiving it open'd. Alas, 
{re} ! | my 
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Comfort! You alſo, as far as I can fee, 

have lain at the Mercy of Strangers. No, 
no, Signior Gil Blas, (reply d the old Frot) 
don't be diſhearten' d. Nothing has been 
ſtolen from you. I have preſetvd your 
Cloak-bag as I would my Honour. | 


J found therein the Suit I had when 1 
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my dear Cloak-bag, (cxy'd I out) my ont ; 


-enter'd the Count's Service; but I in vain 


ſought that which the Meſſineze had made 
for me. My Maſter had not thought fit 
to leave it me, or 'elſe ſomebody had ap- 
propriated it to himſelf. All my Other 
things were there, even to a large Leather- 


Purſe wherein I kept my Money, which 


1 counted twice over, not being able to 


believe at firſt, that I had but fifty Piſtoles 
remaining of two hundred and fixty which - 
were therein before my Illnefs. What's 


the meaning of this, good Mother? (am 


I to my Nurſe:) My Treafury here is 
ſtrangely ſunk. Nevertheleſs no bod 

hasronch*dyour Purſebut my ſelf, (reply 

the Beldame,) and I have manag'd your 
Money as much as poſſible, But Sickneſs 
is very chargeable, one mult always go 
with Money in one's Hand. Here, (con- 
tinu'd this good Houſewife, drawing a 
Bundle of Papers out of her Pocket) here 
is an Account of your Expences, which is 
as exact as a Pair of gold Scales, and which 


2 will 
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will ſhew you that I have not m 
your Treaſure. 

I ran over the Account curſorily, which 
contain'd between fifteen and twenty Pa- 

s. Heav'ns ! how much Poultry had 
been bought during the Time I was light- 
headed! There muſt have been at leaſt 
twelve Piſtoles in Broth only. The other 


Articles were anſwerable to it. Tis im- 


poſſible to tell how much ſhe had expended 
in Wood, Candles, Water, Brooms, &c. 
Nevertheleſs however inflam'd her Reckon- 
ing was, the whole Sum hardly amounted 
to thirty Piſtoles; and conſequently there 
ought {till to have been a hundred and 
eighty remaining. I repreſented this to 
her; but the Hypocrite, with a ſolemn 
Look, began to call all the Saints to wit- 
neſs that there were but fourſcore Piſtoles 
in the Purſe, when the Count's Steward 
intruſted hex with the Cloak-bag. What 
fay you, good Woman ? (interrupted -1 
with Precipitation:) Was it the Steward 
who put my. Things into your Hands ? 
Without doubt (reply'd ſhe) 'twas him. 
By the ſame Token when he gave me them 
he ſaid : Here Mother; when Signior Gil 
Blas lies in Pickle, beſure let him _ » 
| an 
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- * 


handſome Burial. There is enough in this 


Cloak-bag to defray the Charges. 

Ab, curs'd Neapolitan, (cry'd J out in a 
Rage) I am no longer at a loſs to know 
what is become of my Money that is want- 
ing: You have ſwept that away to make 
amends for part of the Robberies I pre- 


vented your committing. After this Apo-' 


be, I thank'd Heav*n that the Rogue 
had not carry'd off all. Nevertheleſs 
whatever Reaſon I had to accuſe the Stew- 
ard of having plunder'd me, it did not 


hinder my thinking that the Nurſe might 


very well have done it. My Suſpicions 
fell ſometimes upon one, ſometimes upon 
t'other; but 'twas ſtill the ſame thing. 
I ſhew'd no ſign of it to the old Wo- 


man; I did not even cavil at the Articles 


of her fine Account. I ſhould have got 
nothing by that, and every one mult live 


by their Trade. Wherefore I confin'd my- 


Reſentment to paying her, and ſending her 


away three Days after. 

I believe on her quitting me ſhe went 
ſtrait to inform the Apothecary ſhe had 
left me, and that I was well enough to run 


away without reckoning with him; for a 
Minute afterwards I ſaw him coming quite 


out of Breath. He preſented his Bill, 
wherein he had written down all the pre- 
tended Remedies _ brought me, du- 
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ring the Time I lay ſenſeleſs, under ſuch; 
Names as would have been unintelligible: 
to me, altho' I had been a Phyſician. One 
might call this Account a true Apotheca- 
ry's Bill. Accordingly we had a Diſpute 
when it came to be paid. I expected that 
he ſhould bate half of his Demand. He 
ſwore he would not bate a Farthing. How 


ever conſidering he was to deal with a 


ung Fellow who might remove that very 

ay ftom Madrid, he choſe rather to be 
ſatisfy'd with what I offer'd: him (that 
is to ſay thrice. as much as the Value: 
af his Drugs) than to run the Hazard of- 
loſing all. 1; open'd my Purſe to my great 
Regret, and he went away ſufficiently. re- 
venged for the little Chagrin .I had caus'd 
him, the Day of the Clyſter. 3 

The Phyfician appear d almoſt the ſame 
Minute. Thoſe Animals are always 
at the Heels of one another, I ſumm'd 
up his Viſits, which had been very frequent, 
and ſent him away contented: But before 
he left me, he- gave me a particular Ac- 


count of the deadly Accidents. he had pre- 


vented in my Sickneſs, to prove he had 
richly deſerv'd my Money. He did this in 
mighty fine Terms, and with a very agree- 
able Air; but I underſtood not one Word 
of it. When I was rid of him, I thought 
I: was freed from all thoſe Miniſters of 

| Death; 


| Death; but I was deceiv'd; there came 
5 alſo a Surgeon; whom'I had never ſcen in 
| my Life. He ſaluted» me very civilly, | 
and expreſs'd his Joy at ſeeing me eſcap 4 
from the Danger I had been in. This he at- 
tributed (as he ſaid) to two plentiful Bleed- 
ings;. and to ſome Cuppings which he Had 
the Honour of applying to ma. This Was 
another Feather pluck d from uy Wingas 
] was to make the Surgeon a Preſent, After 
ſo many Evacuations; my Purſe was ſo. 
weak, that one might ſay it was a dead 
Corps, it had fo little left of the Humidum 
H ͤ —ͤ KT 8! 
I began to loſe all my Courage, on ſee- 
ing my ſelf thus plunged again into ſuch 
a miſerable Condition: I had contracted 
at my laſt Maſter's too great a liking to te 
Conveniencies of Life; I cou'd no longer, - 
., faco Poverty like a, Qym 
Mloſopber. Nevertheleſs I own . 
was in the wrong to give way to Sorrow; 
having ſo often» found that Fortune no 
ſooner. pull'd me down, than ſhe: rais?d me 
up again, I ought to have look'd upon the 
melancholy. Condition herein Ithen wras, 
only as the Fore- runner of ſome new Pto- 
ſpcrity. IE ; | | 
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Gil Blas gets a good Acguaintance, and 

Jinds @ Poſt that comforts him for 
the Ingratitude of Count Galiano, 
The Story of Don Valerio de Luna. 


Was ſo ſurpriz'd at not hearing 
of Nunez in all this Time, that 

L875 I judg'd he muſt be in the Coun- 
try. Hereupon, aſſoon as I cou'd 
walk, I went to his Lodgings, and in ef- 
tect I found that he had been three Weeks 
in 
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in Andaluſia. with the Duke de” Medive 

Sidoma. t Nee 

One Morning as I wak'd, I thought of 

Melchior la Ronda; and remembting that 

I promis'd him, when at Grenada, that I 

wou'd go and ſee his Nephew, if ever 1 

went to Maarid, I reſfolv'd to keepmy * I 

Word that very Day: I enquir'd for Don 

Balthazar de Zuniga's, and went this;  - 

ther: I ask'd for Signior Foſeph Navar»' 

ro, who came to me in a Minute. I ſa- 

lated him; he receiv'd me very civily, but 

with a cool Air, tho' I had told my Name. 

I cou'd not reconcile this frozen Welcome 

with the Picture that had been drawn me 

of this Clerk of the Kitchen. I was going 

to retire, with a Reſolution not to make 

him a ſecond Viſit, when, on a ſudden,” _ 

aſſuming a frank ſmiling Air, he ſaid 

with a great deal of Life: Ah Signior... 

Gil Blas de Santillane, pray forgive my © © 

manner of receiving you: My Memory” 

had betray'd the Inclination I have for ou. 

I had forgot your Name, and thought no 

more of the Cavalier whereof mention is 

made in a Letter I receiy'd from Grenada, 

above four Months ago. 1 
Let me embrace you (continu'd he, fal- 

ling about => Neck in a Tranſport!) My 

Unkle Melchior, whom I love and reſpect» © 

as my own Father, ſends me Word, ha 
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it by Chance I ſhould: have the Happineſs: 
to fee you, he conjures me to treat you as. 
if ou were his on Son, and to make uſe 
of all the Credit: I or my Friends have, if 
needfal, for yout Service. Befides, . he has 
extolld : your: Wit: and Temper in ſuch 
Terms as wou'd. induce me to ſetve you; 
ifiT. were nat engag'd to it by his; Recom- 
mendation. Look upon me then, I beg you, 
ast Man to whom my Uncle has, by his 
Letter, communicated all the Seatiments: 
he-has: for you. I make yau an Offer of 
my. Friendſhip; don't refuſe me yours; 

lanſwer' d Jeſeph's polite Behaviour with 
a ſuitable Acknowledgment; and like a 
couple of brisk, open-hearted young Fel- 
lows; we that Minute enter'd into a ſtrict 
Friendmip. I made no manner of Scruple 
of diſcoveting to him the Situation of my 


Affairs; which I had no ſooner done, than 


he told me: I'll take care to provide you a 
Place; and in the mean while, don't fail to 
come and eat here every Day; you'll live 
better thaw at your Ordinary. The: Offer 
was too agreeable to a Per ſon j uſt recoyer'd: 
from a Pit of Sickneſs, whoſe: Purſe was 
very low, and who had been us'd to good 
Tables, to be rejected. I accepted of it; and 
pick dup my Crumbs ſo well in this Houſe, 


that in a Fortnight I had a Face like a Prieſt. 


It ſeem'd to me, that Melchior's Nephe w 
| play 4 
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play d his Part there to a Wonder; but hom 
ſhou'd he have done other wiſe? He had. 
three Strings to his Bow: He was, at once, 
Butler, Cletk of the Kiteben, and Steward. 
Beſides, ſetting aſide our Friendſhip, I be- 
lieve = Comptroller and he had mig 

od Underſtanding, together. 
E was petfectiy well recover'd; when niy 
Friend! Jeſeph ſeeing me — — 
to the Hetel de met me, 
ſaid with a: gay Air: Signior G. Blas 
I have: a pretiy good Offer to make y 
you muſt! know that the Duke de Lerma, 
firſt Miniſter of Sui, that he may give 
himſelſ up entirely to the Adminiſtration uf 
State Affairs, intruſtstwo Perfons:withths - 
Management of his own. He has truſted thei - 
Charge of gathering his Revenues to Don 
Diego de Monteſer, and the Stewardſhip of 
his Houſe to Don Roar! de Calderoma. 4 
Theſe: two Favourites exerciſe their Em. 
ployments with an abſolute Authority; and: 
without depending upon each other. Don 
Diego has generally under him two Depu- 
ties who receive the Rents, and as I heard! 
this Morning that he has turn'd away one, 
Lhave been to beg the Place for you. Sig. 
niot de Monteſer, who is acquainted win 
my who, I may ſay, has an Eſteem for 
granted it me without any Trouble; 
dhe Account I have given him of out 
Behaviout 
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after Dinner. | 
Me did not fail. I was receiv'd very gra- 
ciouſly, and enter'd upon the Office of the 
Deputy who had been difmiſs'd. This 


the neceſlary Repairs, and receiving the 
Farmers Rents; in a word, I was em- 
loy'd in the Country Buſineſs, and every 
onth I gave up my Accompts to Don 
Diego, who examin'd them very attentive- 
ly. This was what I wanted: Altho' m 

Integrity had been ſo ill repaid by my laſt 
Maſter, I was reſolved ſtill to preſerve it. 

One Day we heard that the Caſtle of 
Lerma had been ſet on Fire, and that above 
half of it was reduced to Aſhes. I went 
immediately to the Place to compute the 
Damage. There having inform'd my ſelf 
exactly. of the Circumſtances of the Con- 
flagration, I drew up an ample Accompt, 
which Monteſer ſnewed tothe Duke of Ler- 
a. This Miniſter, in ſpight of the Cha- 
grin he felt at hearing ſuch bad News, was 
ſtruck with the Relation, and could not 


Jo advantagiouſly of me, that his Excellen- 
cy remembred it ſix Months afterwards, 
on account of a Story which I am going to 


6 


Behaviour and Capacity. We'll go thither 


conſiſted in viſiting our Farms, mak ing 


help asking who was the Author of it? Don 
Diego, not ſatisfy'd with telling him, ſpoke 


recount, and without which, perhaps, I 
| had 
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had never had any Employment at Court. 
It was thus. | 4 3 
There liv'd then in the Iafanta's Street 

an old Lady call'd InefillaCantarilla; *twas 
not certainly known what was her Paren- 
tage; ſome ſaid ſhe was Daughter to a 
Lute- maker; others, to a Commander of 
the Order of St. Jago; however it was, ſhe 
was a prodigious Perſon; Nature had en- 
du'd her wicht the ſingular Privilege of char= 
ming Mankind the whole Courſe of her 
Life, which ſheſtill enjoy'd thoꝰ ſhe was ſe- 
venty five Years of Age: She had been the 
Idol of the Nobility of the old Court, and 
ſhe ſaw her ſelf ſtil} adored by thoſe of the 
New. Time, which ſpares no Beauty, had 
exercis'd himſelf in vain upon her; he might 
make her Decay inſenſibly, but cou'd not de- 
prive her of a Power to pleaſe; a noble Air, 
a bewitching Wit, and her natural Graces 
enabled her to make Conqueſts even in her 
old Age. n ARE; 
Don Valerio de Luna, a young Cavalier 
of twenty five, one of the Duke de Ler- 
ma's Secretaries, viſited Ineſilla, and was en- 
amour*'d with her: He declar'd himſelf, acted 
the paſſionate Lover, and purſu'd his Point 
with all the Eagerneſs that Love and Vouth 
are capable of inſpiting. The Lady, who 
had her Reaſons for not ſurrendring to his 
Deſires, cou'd not conttive any Expedient 
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ro moderate them, at laſt. however: ſhe 
thought ſhe- had found one: She carry'd 
the young Man into her Cloſet, and there 
ſnewing him à Pendulum that ſtood upon 
the Table: See (ſaid ſhe) what a Clock it 
is. Seventy five Lears Wo: at the ſame 
Hour, I came into the World: In good 
earneſt, wou'd it become me to have In- 
trigues at my Age? Recover yout ſelf Child; 
ſlifle ſuch Sentiments as are neither propet 
for you nor me. At this pathetick Diſcourſe; 
the Cavalier (ho no longer obey'd the Di- 
ctates of Reaſon) anſwer'd the Lady with 
all the Impetuoſiiy of a Man polleſs'd with 
the Paſſions that agitated him. Cruel [res 
ſills, Why bave you recourſe to ſuch fri- 
volous Stratagems? Do you think they can 
change you in my Eyes? Don't flatter your 
ſelf wii ſuch a vain Hope: Whether you 
are what you ſeem to be, or a Charm de- 
ceives my Sight, I ſhall not ccaſe loving 
you. Very well (reply'd ſhe) ſince you ate 
obſtinate enough to perſiſt in the Refolu- 
tion of teazing me with your Paſſion, my» 
Door, for the future, ſhall no mote be o- 
peir'd to you. I forbid: you my Houſe, 
and charge you never more: to appear be- 
fore me. | 
Von believe perhaps, after this; that Don 
Valerio being coufbunded with what he had 
heard, made a handſome Retreat. On the 
conttary, 
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contrary, he only became more importu- 
nate. ve cauſes, in Lovers, the ſame 
Eflect as: Wine in Drunkards. The Cas 
valier intreated, aud ſigh'd, and paſſing on 
a ſudden from Prayers to Paſſion, he 
wou''d have had by Force, what he could 
not get otherwiſe; but the Lady thruſting; 
him back with Courage, ſaid to him with 
an angty Look: Stop, raſh Wretch. Lam 
going to curb; your unlicensd Frenzy: 
now that you are my Son. 2. 
Don Valerio being Thunder - ſtruck with 
theſe Words, ſuſpended his Violence. But 
imagining that Ineſilla only ſpoke ſo to free 
her ſelf from his Solicitations, he anſwer'd, 
You have invented this Fable to rob me of 
my Deſites. No, no, (intetrupted ſhe) I 
am revealing a Secret, which 1 ſhould have 
coneeal'd for ever, had not you reduced 
me to the Neceſſity of diſcoveringit. Tis: 
twenty ſix: Years ſince I was in Love with 
Don Pedro. de Luna, your Father, who 
was then Goyernour of Segovia: You was: 
the Fruits of our Commerce. He ond 
you, had you educated with Care, and, be- 
ſides his having no other Child, your good 
Qualities made him reſolve to leave you an 
Eſtate, On the other band, I did not for- 
ſake you; as ſoon as I ſaw you make your 
Appearance in the World, I drew you to 
me, to inſpite you with that polite Beba- 
| viour 
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viour which is ſo neceſſary for a Gentle- 


man, and which Women alone can inſtill 
into young Cavaliers. I have done more; 


I us'd all my Intereſt to ſettle you with the 


prime Miniſter. In ſhort, I have concern'd 
my ſelf for you, -as I ought to have done 
for my Son. After this Confeffion, take 
your Reſolution, If you can refine your 
Sentiments, and only reſpe& me as a Mo- 


ther, I ſhan't baniſh you my Preſence, and 


ſhall continue to have the ſame Affection 
for you as I have had heretofore ;'but if you 
are not capable of this Effort, which both 
Nature and Reaſon exact from you, fly 
this very Minute, and deliver me from the 
Horror of ſeeing you. 

Thus ſpoke I»e/i//a, during which Don 
Valerio kept a ſullen Silence. One would 
have thought that he was recalling his Vir- 
tue, and going to gain a Conqueſt over 
bimſelf : But he was meditating another De- 
ſign, and preparing for his Mother a Spe- 
Qacle of a very different kind. Not being 
able to comfort himſelf for that inſurmoun- 
table Obſtacle that oppos'd his Happineſs, 
he gave way poorly to his Deſpair. He 
drew his Sword, and plung'd it in his Breaſt. 


He puniſh'd himſelf like another Oedipus, 


with this Difference, that the Theban pull'd 
out his Eyes in Regret for having con- 


ſummated the Crime; and on the contra» 


TJ, 
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Chap. 2. of GIL BLA S. ret 
ry, the Caſtillian kill'd himſelf for Gtief 
that he could not commit it. RN 
The unfortunate Don Valerio did not 
die upon the Spot; he had Time to come 
to himſelf, and ask Pardon of Heaven for 
having himſelf put an End to his Life. As 
he jeft, by his Death, a Secretary's Poſt va- 
cant at the Duke of Lerma's, that Mini- 
ſter, who had not forgotten my Account 
of the Fire, no more than the Encomiunry 


that had been made of me, choſe me to 
ſupply his Place. WI 
..CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas is preſented to the Duke of 
Lerma, who receives him into the” 
Number of bis Secretaries, ſets bim 
to work, and is pleas'd with bis Per: 
formance. 4 2640 

TWA S Monteſer who brought me that 
. agreeable News, telling me, Friend 

Gil Blas, tho? I cannot part with you with- 

out Regret, I love you too well not to be 

overzoy'd at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. 

You cannot fail of making a handſome - 
| Fad Fortune, 


* 
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Rortune, provided you follow my Coun» 
ſel in two Things: The: firſtis;. to ſeem 
fo: firmly attach'd- to his Excellency,, that 
he may not in the leaſt doubt but that you 
are entireiy devoted to his Intereſts: And; 


the ſecond is to make your Court well to 


Signior Don Rearigney de Calderona; for 
that Man manages his: Maſter's Temper: 
as if he were made of Wax. If you have 
the good Fortune to get into the good Gra- 
ces of this Favourue - Secretary, you may 
advance a great way in a little Time. 


Signior, (ſaid Ito Don Diego, after ha- 
ving. given him Thanks for his good Ad- 
vice) be pleas'd to tell me, What is Don 
Kodriguex's Character? L have ſometimes. 
heard him ſpoken of in the World, and they 


have deſcribed him to me as a very bad 


Man; nevertheleſs, I miſtruſt the Pictures 


which the Populace draw of: Perſons who 


ere in; Blaces at. Court, tho? they ſumetimes 


jndge aright. Tell me therefore, I beg you 
your Thu hts of Calderona. N 


a delicate Thing of me, (ſaid the Super- in- 


tendant with a malicious Smile;) I wou'd 
auſwer any other: but your ſelf, without 
Heſitation, That he is a very honeſt Gen- 
teman, and that one cannot ſpeak amid 
of! him. But Iwill be ſincere with, you. 
Beſides my believing you a young Fellow 


of a great deal of Prudence; I think LOought 
41 3 to 
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to ſpeak to you frankly. of Don Rodriguet, 

becauſe. I have advis d yon to keep fait 

—— him; otherwiſe: L oblige vo but. 
al ves. 

Lou are to know then (continued he) 
that from being a ſimple Domeſlick: to his 
Excellency, when he was yet but Don Fun- 

ciſco de Sandoval, he is advanced by de- 
grees to the Poſſ of. firſt Secretary. Ne- 
ver was there known ſo proud a Man. He 
looks upon himſelf as a Colleague of the 
Duke of Lerma's ; and at the bottom, one 
would think that! he ſhared: the Authoriix 
with the Prime Miniſter; ſince he gives 
Places and Governments to whom he plea- 
ſes.. The Publick often murmur; but he 
does not trouble himſelf about that: — 
vided he gets a Preſent by the Bargain, he 
values your Fault - finders but very liitle. 
You: may eafily conceive: by what I have 
1uſtſaid to you; (added Don Diego) how + 
you are to conduct your-felf towards ſuch 
un imperious Wretch. O mighty well (fad 
I) let me alone for that. fall have ve-- 
ry. ill Luck if I don't get into his Favour. . 
When one knows a: Man's blind - ſide to 
whom one would: make one's Court, 
one muſt be very much out of the wa — 
to ſucceed, Since it is ſo (reply?d' 
ſer) Iwill preſear venere g tothe Dus 
of Lerma. AT 9. & 

{ We 
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We went that Moment to the Miniſter, ' 


whom we found in a large Hall, buſy in 


* 


giving Audience. He had more Company 


attending him than the King. There Iſaw 
Commanders, and Knights of St. Jago and 
Calatrava, who were ſolliciting for Go- 
vernments, and Vice-royalties; Biſhops, 
who not being well in their own Dioceſe, 
defir'd to be made Archbiſhops, only for 
change of Air; and good Dominicans and 


Franciſcans, who humbly requeſted to have 


Biſhopricks. I alſo obſerv'd there ſome te- 
form'd Officers who were acting the ſame 


Part as Chinchilla heretofore; that is ta 
ſay, who danc'd Attendance in Expectati- 
on of a Penſion. If the Duke did not ſa- 


tisfy their Deſires, he at leaſt receiv'd their 
Petitions with an affable Air; and I per- 
ceiv'd that he anſwer'd the Perſons who 
ſpoke to him very politely. | 
We had the Patience to wait till he had 
diſpatch'd all theſe Supplicants ; after which 
Don Diego ſaid to him: My Lord, this is 
Gil Blas aeSantillane, the young Man whom 
our Excellency has choſen to ſupply Don 
 Valerio's Place. At theſe Words, the Duke 
turning his Eyes upon me, faid obligingly, 
That I had already deſerv'd it by the Ser- 


' vices I had done him. After this he made 
me go into his Cloſet, to diſcourſe me in 


private, or rather to judge of my Wit by 


m - 
YL 
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my Converfation. He wou'd know who 
I was, and what ſort of a Life I had led 
till then. He even required me to give 
a fincere Account. What a Task was 
that to ask! To lie before the Prime 
Miniſter of Spain; it was not to bethought 
of. On the other hand, I had ſo many 
Things to ſay at the Expence of my Vani- 
ty, that I cou'd not refolve upon making 
a general Confeſſion. How to bring my 
ſelf off in ſuch an Exigency? I reſolv'd to 
plaiſter the Truth over in ſuch Places where 
it wou'd have ſeem'd too deform'd quite 
naked. But he diſcover'd it in ſpight of all 
my Art. Monſieur de Santillaue (ſaid he, 
at the End of my Account) as far as I ſee, 
on have been a little upon the Picaroos. 

y Lord (reply'd I, bluſhing) your Ex- 
cellency commanded me to be ſincere, I 
have obey'd you. I am pleas'd with it, re- 
joyn'd he; go Friend, you are very well 
off. I am aftonifh'd that ſuch ill Examples 
did not entirely ruin you. How many ho- 
neſt Men are there who wou'd be great 
Rogues, if Fortune were to put them to 
the ſame 'Tryal ? 

Friend Santillane (continu'd the Mini- 
ſter) think no more of what is paſs'd. Re- 
member that you now belong tothe King, 
and that for the future you will work for 
him. Follow me, I'll ſhew you in what 
your 


n 


* 
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1 heonſiſt. He. carry dme 
into a little Cloſet adjoining to his, where 
there were twenty thick Folio Regiſters 
ranged upon Shelves. Tis here (ſaid he) that 
you muſt be employ'd. All theſe Regiſters 
that you fee; compoſe à Dictionary of all 
the Nobility in the Kingdoms and Prinei- 
palities of the Spaniſb Monarchy : Every 
Book contains in Alphabetical Order, an 
-Abridgement of the Hiſtory of all the Gen- 
tlemen of one Kingdom, wherein there is 
a particular Account of the Services them - 
ſelves or their Anceſtors have render'd the 
State, as well as the Duels they have fought. 
There is alſo an Account of their Eſtates, 
their Behaviour; and, in a word, of all 
their good and bad Qualities: So that when 
they come to ask any Favour at Court, I 
ſee at one view whether they deſerve it. 
That I may be exactly inform'd of alltheſe 
Things, I have Penſioners every where, 
who take Care to have good Intelligence, 
and to acquaint me therewith, by Memo- 
rials which they ſend me for that Purpoſe. 
But as theſe Memorials are prolix, and full 
of a Country Dialect, they muſt be dige- 


ſted into order, and the Languagepoliſh'd, 


becauſe the King has ſometimes theſe Re- 
giſters read to him. *T'is at this Buſineſs, 
which requires a clear and conciſe Stile, 
that I will ſet you to work immediately. 
| Having 
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Having thus ſaid, he drew out of a latge 
Letter-caſe full of Papers, a Memorial 
Which he put into my Hands. Then he 
went out of my Cloſet, to leave me at Li- 
berty to make my firſt Eſſay. I read over 
the Memorial, Which not only ſeem'd 40 
me ſtuff d with batbarous Terms, buteven 
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'too full of Paſſion. Nevertheleſs was 


compiled by a Monk of Selſena. He de- 


fam'd a good Catalonian Family therein, 


.moſt .unmercifully, and Heaven knows 
whether be faid the Truth. I thaught I 
was reading a Libel, and at firſt made a 
Setuple of going to work upon it. Ia 
afraid of rendring my ſelf an Accompliee 
to a malicious Aſperſion; nevertheleſs, as 

at a Novice as I was at Court, I went 
thro' with it at the Hazard and Peril of his 
Reverence's Soul; and laying all' the Ini- 
quity to his Charge, if there was any, I 
began to diſhonour, in good Spaniſh, two 
or three Generations, Who were, perhaps, 
honeſt Mn. 


I had alteady done four or ſire Pages, 


when the Duke, impatient to ſee how 1 
went on, came back and ſaid, Santillans, 
ſnew me what you have done. I am very 
deſirous of ſeeing it. At the ſame time, 
caſting his Eyes upon my Work, he read 
the Beginning very attentively. He ſeem'd 
lo well-fatisty'd with it that I was — 
| | t creat, 
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fterest. As much prejudio d- as 1 was in 
your Favour (cry'd he) I own you have 
Kirepaſfd my. Expectation: You — uy 


Write with all the Clearneſs and Exadne 


eaſy and pleaſant : vou juſtify very well 
the Choice I have made of your Pen, and 


you comfort me for the Loſs of your Pre- 


deceſſor. He had not ſtopt here, if his 
Nephew' the Count de Lemos had not come 
and interrupted him. His Excellency em- 
braced him ſeveral times, and receiv'd him 
after a manner that convinc'd me he lov'd 


him tenderly. They ſhut themſelves both 
up, to talk in Secret of a Family Affair, 
whereof. I ſhall make mention hereafter. . 
The Minifter was more taken up there- 


with, at that Time, than with the King $ 
Bufineſs:- © 

Whilſt they were together, J heard it 
ſtrike Twelve. As I knew that the Secre- 
taries and Clerks left their Offices at that 
Hour, to go and dine where they pleas'd ; 
Ileft my Maſter- piece there, and went out; 
not to Monteſer's, he had paid me my Wa- 
ges, and I bad taken my leave of him; but 
to the moſt famous Ordinary near the 


Court: A common Eating-houſe WR: 


not ferve me any longer, Remember, 


belong now tothe King; thoſe Words wich. 
che Duke had ſpoke to me, were the 8 | 


* 


that I required; but I alſo find your Style 
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He it inform'd that bit Poſt ir nor 
without Iuconveniences; of the Trouble 
this News gives him, and how be is 


Forc'd to bebave bintſelf. 8 


WT 22.0 ni he q 1 ron Ft weak i + % = 
I WAS very careful, on my going in, 
to inform the Maſter of the Houle, that 
1 was Secretary to the firſt Miniſter ; and, 
in that Quality, I did not know what to 
order for my . I was afraid to ask 
for any Thing that border d upon good 
Husbandry, wherefore I bid him get what 
he wou'd. He treated me very well, and 
they ſerv'd me with ſach Reſpect, as was 
more agreeable to me than my good Cheer. 
Wen the Reckoning was to be paid, I 
threw a Piſtole upon the Table, whereof I 
gave the Over-plus, which was at leaſt a 
quarter, to the Servants.. After this, I went 
out from theOrdinary, ſtrutting like a young 
Fellow who was very well pleas'd with his 
Perſon. 1 2 | . 
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About twenty Steps from thence wass 
large Houſe ready furniſnh'd, where Foreign 
Noblemen uſually lodg'd. There I hir'd . 
an Apartment of five or ſix Rooms, hand- 
ſomly ſet off with good Hangings, and o- 
ther Goods ſuitable: to them. It ſeem'd as 
if I had already been Maſter of two or three 
houſand Ducats a Year; I even paid 
down the. firſt Month's Rent beforehand. 
This done, I return'd to my Work, and 
ſpent the whole Afternoon in continuing 
what I had begun in the Morning. In a 
- Cloſet next to me were two other Secre- 
taries; but theſe only copy'd over what the 
Duke brought them to tranſcribe, I got 
acquainted with them that very Night as 
we left Buſineſs; and that I might the bet- 
tet gain their Friendſhip, I carry'd them to 
my Ordinary, where I order'd the beſt Di- 
ſhes in Seaton, with the moſt exquiſite 
Wines. : A 
We. ſat down to Table, and began to 
converſe with more Life than Wit; for 
to do my Gueſts Juſtice, I ſoon perceiv'd 
they did not owe their Places in the Office 
to their Genius; they were Maſters indeed 
of a very good round and mixt Hand, but 
had not the leaſt ſmattering of any Univer- 
ſity Learning. | e 
To make amends, they underſtood their 
own little Concerns to a Miracle; and 
* were 
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were not ſo dazzled with the Honour of 
delonging to the Prime Miniſter, but that 
they lamented their Condition. Tis now 
ix Months (ſaid one) that we have deen 
labouring at our own Expence : We don't 
receivea Farthing; and what is worſe, our 
Salaries are not fix'd. We do not know 
upon what Foot we are. As for me (re- 
ply'd t'other) I wiſh I had twenty Lathes 
for my Salary, and Leave to look for Bu- 
ſineſs elſewhere; for I date neither go of 
my ſelf, nor ask my Diſmiſſion, after the 
Secrets to which 1 have been ptivy. I 
might very likely take a *. to ſee the 
Tower of Segovia, of the Caftte of Ali- 

cant. * 15 * e 
How do you manage then to live? (fai4 
to them; ) no doubt you muſt have ſome 
Eſtate? They anſwer'd me that they had 
very little, but that Tackily for therm 


they lodg'd with ati honeſt Widow who 


truſted them, and boarded each of them for 
100 Piſtoles per Ann. All this Difcoutl 

of which I did not loſe a word, humble 

my proud Imagination in a moment. 
repreſented to my felf, that without doubt 
no more Conſideration wou'd be had for 
me than for others: That conſequently, 1 
ought not to be ſo charm'd with my Poſt; 
that it was leſs ſolid than 1 believ'd it : 
And, in ſine, that I cou'd not manage my 
i? 12 Purſe 


— 
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Money: I began to repent = havin 

brought the Secretaries there, to wi 
for the end of the Supper; and when the 
Reckoning came in, I had a Diſpute with 

the Landlord about it. | 
We parted at Midnight, becauſe I did 
not preſs them to drink any more. They 
went to their Widow's, and I to my ſtate- 
ly Apartment, which Ithen was enrag'd at 
my having hir'd, and reſolv'd to quit at the 
Month's end. *T was in vain for me to 
lie in a fine Bed, my Diſquiet had baniſh'd 
Sleep. I ſpent the reſt of the Night in contri» 
ving how toavoid working for the King gra- 
tis. Hereupon Lfollow*d Monteſer's Counſel. 
I roſe with an Intent to go wait upon 
Don Rodriguez de Calderona. I was in a 
very proper Temper to appear before ſo 
roud a Man: I found I wanted him : 
herefore I went to this Secretary's. 

His Lodging was adjoining to the Duke 
of Lerma's, and equal'd it in Magnificence. 
It wou'd have been hard, by the Furniture, 
to have diſtinguiſh'd the Maſter from the 
Falet. I ſent in word, that I was Don Va- 
lerio's Succeſſor. That did not prevent my 
being made wait above an Hour in the 
Anti-chamber. Good Mr. Secretary (ſaid 
I to my ſelf during that while) te: 
a= 
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Purſe too much. Theſe Reflections curd . 
me of the Madneſs: of throwing away my 
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Futience if you pleaſe. You maſt dance 
Atltendance your ſelf, before you can make 
Dr | 
' However at laſt the Chamber Deor was 
open'd: I enter'd, and adyanc'd towards. 
Don Rodriguez, who having juſt finiſh'd-a 
Billet- doux to his charming Sirena, gave it 
that minute to Pedrillo. I never appear'd. 
before the Archbiſhop of - Grenada, nor 
Count Galiauo, nor yet before the Prime 
Miniſter with that Reſpect as when IL. 
approach'd Signior Calderona. I ſaluted 
him with a Bow down to the Ground, and 
begg'd his Protection in ſuch Terms as I- 
can't now remember without blaſhing, they 
were ſo very ſubmiflive, My mean Beha- 
viour won'd have made againſt me, had 1 
had to do with a Man of leſs Pride. As 
for him, he was very well pleas'd with my. 
cringing, ' and told me, with a pretty civil 
Air, that he wou'd take all Opportunity to 
do me Service. | S 
Hereupon, returning him Thanks for his 
favoutable Sentiments, with all the De- 
monſtrations of Zeal imaginable, I vow'd 
that I: wou'd devote my ſelf eternally to 
his Service. After this, I went: out for; 
fear of incommoding him, begging him to 
excuſe me, if I had interrupted him in his 
important Affairs. Having taken this un- 
worthy Step, I retir'd nn _ 
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T finiſh'd the Work that had been ſet me. 
The Duke did not fail coming in the Mor- 
ning, and was not leſs ſatisfy'd with the 
End than the Beginning of my Perfor- 
mance, but ſaid, *tis very well. Write on 
of your ſelf, as well as you can, the A- 
bridgement of the Catalonian Regiſter ; af- 
ter which you may take another Memo- 
rial out of the Letter-caſe, which you may 
digeſt after the ſame manner. I had a pret- 
ty long Converſation with his Excellency, 
with whoſe familiar eaſy Air I was en- 
tirely charm'd. What a difference between 
him and Calderona]! they wou'd have made 
two good Figures in a mou 
I din'd that Day at an Eating - houſe 
where they kept a Table at a ſettled Price, 
and I refolv'd to go there every Day incog- 
nito, till I ſaw the Effect of my Complai- 
iance and Condefcenfion. I had Money 
at moſt but for three Months. I allow'd- 
my {elf that Time to work at my own Ex- 
pence; propoſing after that (ſince the ſhor- 
teſt Follies are the beſt) to abandon the 
Court and its glittering Tinſel, if I could 
not receive any Salary, Wherefore I laid 
my Scheme thus. I ſpar'd no Pains for 
two Months to pleaſe Calderona; but he 
took ſo little Notice of all 1 did for that 
Purpoſe, that I deſpair'd of ever gaining 
my Point, Wherefore I alter'd my Be? 
haviour 
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haviour with reſpeQ to him; I made my 
Court no longer to him; and only apply? 
my ſelf to make the beſt Uſe of the Mo- 
ments Converſation wherewith the Duke 


honour'd me, | 


* Fe. 


| * | 
CHAP. IV. 
Gil Blas gains the Duke of Lerma's 


Favour, who intruſts him with an 
important Secret.. 


Ltho* the Duke only appear'd to me 
(if I may uſe that Exprefſion) and va- 
niſh'd again every Day, it did not pre- 
vent my rendring my ſelf infenfibly ſo a- 
greeable to his Excellency, that he faid one 
Afternoon: Heark you, Gi Blas, I like your 
Genius, and havea Kindneſs for you. You 
are an affectionate faithful young Fellow, of 
a good Underſtanding, and diſcreet, Ithink 
I ſhall not miſplace my Confidence in re- 
ting it in you. I threw my ſelf at his 
"eet ON — theſe Words, and havin 
reſpectfully kiſs'd one of his Hands, whi 


he held out to raiſe me, anfwer'd : Is it 
poſſible your Excell = ſhould condeſcend 
5 4 to 
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| to. honour me with fo great a Fayour ? 
| What ſecret Enemies will your Goodneſs 
| ſtir up againſt me! But I only fear the Hate 
of one Man: that is Don Rodrigaez de 
ü . n & 5.469) ab zi 

| - You need apprehend nothing from him 
(reply'd the Duke.) I know Calaerona. 

| e has been attach'd to me ever fince my 
| Childhood. I dare ſay his Sentiments are 
ſo conformable to mine, that he will che- 

| riſh: whatever I love, as he hates every 
thing that diſpleaſes me. Inſtead of fearing 

his Averſion, you ought on the contrary. 
| to depend upon his Friendſhip. I found 
| by this that Signior Don Kodrigueꝝ was a 
| . cunning Sharper, who had made himſelf 
I Maſter of his Excellency's Favour, and 
that I cou'd not keep too fair with him. 
\ To begin (continu'd the Duke,) to put 
| you in Poſſeſſion of my Confidence, I am 
going to diſcover to you a Defign I have 

upon the Anvil. Tis neceſſary you ſhould 
be inform'd of it, that you may diſcharge 
well the Commiſſion I intend afterwards to 
give you, Tis now a long time fince my 
Authority has been generally reſpeQed, 
and my Reſolutions blindly follow'd ; as 
alſo that I have diſpos'd at Pleaſure of 
Poſts, Employments, Governments, Vice- 
royalties and Benefices. 1 reign, if I durſt 
venture to ſay ſo, in Spain. can't puſh my 
1 Fortune 
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Fortune any farther. But I would ſecure 


it from the Storms that begin to threaten. 
it; and for this Reaſon I cou'd wiſh to 
have my Nephew the Oount de Lemos fot 


my Succeſſor in the Miniſtry. 

"His Excellency obſervi | 
very much aſtoniſh'd at this part of his 
Diſcourſe, ſaid to me; 1 ſee very well 


Santillane what ſurprizes you. It ſeems, 
ſtrange to you that I prefer. my Nephew to 


the Duke 4 Uzeda my own Son. But 


know. that the Genius of the latter is ioo 


nartow to enjoy my Place, and that be- 
ſides, I am his Enemy. He has found 
out the Secret to pleaſe the King, who de- 
ſigns to make him his Favourite; and that 
is what JI can't ſuffer. The Favour of 


crown'd Head is like the Poſſeſſion of a 


Woman one adores. Tis a Happineſs 
whereof one is ſo jealous, that one can't 


reſolve upon ſharing it with a Rival, how 
nearly ſoever one is united to him by-Blood 


or Friendſhip. h 
Here, (continu'd he) I hewyouthe very 

bottom of my Heart. I have already try” 

to undermine the Duke 4” Uzeads in the 


King's Favour, and as I have not been able 
to compaſs my Deſign, I have form'd a- 


nother Stratagem. I would have the Count 
de Lemos, on his Side, inſinuate himſelf 
into the good Graces of the Prince of Spain. 

8 I's Being 


that I was þ 
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Being Lord of the Bed-Chamber, he has 
an Opportunity of converſing with him at 
all Hours; and beſides his having a good 
deal of Wit, I have an infallible Way to 
make him ſucceed in this Undertaking. By 
this Stratagem I ſhall ſet up my Nephew 
againſt my Son, and ſhall create a Diviſion 
between theſe Couſins which will, oblige 
them both to court my Protection; and 
the Need they will have of my Intereſt 
will render both of them ſubje& to me. 
This (adds he) is my Scheme; and your 
Aſſiſtance therein will be of uſe to me. I 
will ſend you ſecretly to the Count de Le- 
mos, and you ſhall bring me back Word of 
all he has to impart to me. 

After this Confidence, which I look'd 
upon as ready Money, I had no longer any 
Diſquiet. At laſt (ſaid I) I am in the 
Way of Preferment, it will rain Gold up- 
on me. Tis impoſſible but the Confident 
of a Man who is call'd zhe great Drum of 
zhe Spaniſh Monarchy, muſt ſoon wallow 
in Riches. Full of theſe flattering Hopes, 
I ſaw my poor Purſe haſten to its end, 
with a great deal of Indifference. 


CHAP. 


CH; A ING OET ..; 
dere one ſhall ſee Gil Blas fly with 
Joy and Honour, and over-whelm'd 
with Miſery. 1308 2955 | 


TE was foon perceiv'd that I was in the 
Prime-Miniſter's Favour. He affected 
to give me Marks of it in Publick, by 
making me carry his Porto-folzo, which, he 
before us'd to do himſelf when he went to 
Council. This Novelty cauſing me to be 
look*d upon as a little Favourite, ſtire'd 
up the Envy of feveral, and made me re- 
ceive abandance of Court Holy- Water. 
My two Neighbours, the Secretaries, were 
none of the laſt in complimenting me up- 
on my approaching Grandeur, and invited 
me to Supper at their Widow's, not ſo 
much by way of Return, as with a View 
of engaging me to do them ſome Service 
m the They congratulated me on 
all Hands; even the haughty Don Rodri- 
gnez alter'd bis Behaviour: He now 
always call'd me Signior ar Santillane: 
He that before "never ſtiPd me but ' you; 
without uſing the Term of S52nior; He 
tir'd'mewith his Civilities, eſpecially m_ 
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he thought our Maſter obſery'd him. But 
I'll aſſure you he had no Fool to deat 
with; I return'd his Compliments the 
more politely, in that I hated him the 
moſt; an old Courtier cou'd not have ac- 
quitied himſelf better. FR, - of 

Il alfo attended the Duke when he wait- 
ed on the King, whither he generally 
went thrice a-day. He viſited his Ma- 
jeſty in the Morning, aſſoon as he was 
awake, and kneeling down at his Bed's- 
Head, inform'd him what he had to do 
that Day, and diQated to him what he was 
to ſay, after which he withdrew. He 
return'd again when his Majeſty had 
din'd, not to talk of Buſineſs, but to di- 
vert him with merry Converſation. He 
would entertain him with all the pleaſant 
Adventures that happen'd at Madrid, with 
which he was always the firſt acquainted. 
In fine, at Night he again ſaw the King, to 
give him what Account he pleas'd of all 
he had done that Day, and ask'd him, in a 
careleſs way, his Orders for the next. I 
ſtaid in the Anti-chamber, whilſt he was 
with his Majeſty, where I was ſurrounded 
with Perſons of Quality, who, being de- 
ſitous of getting into Fayour, courted my 
Converſation, and hugg'd themſelves that 
I would give them the Hearing. After all 
this, how cou'd I avoid thinking my ſelf a 
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Man of Conſequence? There are ſeveral 
Perſons at Court who imagine themſelves 
ſo, with leſs Reaſon. 

One Day, I had yet more Cauſe to be 
vain: the Duke having ſpoken advanta- 
giouſly of my Style to the King, he had 
the Curioſity to ſee a Specimen of it. His 
Excellency making me take the Regiſter 
of Catalonia, carry'd me before that Mo- 
narch, and bid me read the firſt Me- 
motial I had digeſted. If that Prince's 
Preſence put me at firſt into ſome Confu- 
ſion, that of the Prime- Miniſter ſoon en- 
courag'd me, and I read my Performance, 
with which bis Majeſty was very well 
pleas'd. He expreſs'd himſelf fſatisfy'd 
with me, and even charg'd his Miniſter to 
take care of my Fortune. This did not 
abate the Pride 1 had already; and the 
Converſation I had a few Days afterwards 
with the Count de Lemos, put the laſt ſtroke 
to the filling my Head with ambitious No- 
tions. | gia YEA 

| went to wait on that Nobleman, from 
his Uncle, at the Prince of Spain's, and I 
preſented him with a credential Letter, 
wherein the Duke inform'd him that he 
might open himſelf to me as being a Man 
perfectly acquainted with their Deſign, and 
one Who was pitch'd upon to be their com- 
mon Meſſenger. Having read this Now 

dhe 


» 
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the Count conducted me into a Chamber, 
where we both ſhut our ſelves- up; and 
there he began this Diſcourſe : Since you 
ute Confident to the Duke of. Lerma, I 
don't doubt but you deferve it, and I 
ought to make no difficulty of repoſing the 
ſame Truſt in you. You moſt know then 
that Things go the beſt in the World. The 
Prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all 

the Noblemen that make their Court to - 
him, and ſtudy to pleaſe him. I was in 
private with him this Morning, and he 
ſeem'd concern'd that the King's Covetouſ- 
neſs render'd him incapable of fol] | 
the Bent of his generous Inclinations, an 
even of making a Figureſaitable to a Prince. 
Hereupon I did not fail to lament his Miſ- 
fortune, and taking hold of that Opportu- 
nity, 1 promis'd to bring him a thouſand 
Piſtols to-morrow at his Levee, till I 
cou'd procure larger Sums with which I 
have undertook to ſupply him. He was 
charm'd with my Promiſe, and I am ſure, 
if I keep my Word, of getting into his 
Favour. Go to my Unkle and tell him 
all theſe Circumſtances, and come back to 
Night to inform me what he thinks there- 


Elen the Cont 4 Lower when'hs han 
thus ſpoken, and return'd to the Duke of 


Lerma, who upon my giving him this Ac- 
: count 
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count ſent to Calderona for a thoufand 
Piſtoles, wherewith I was intruſted that 
Night, and which I carried to the Count, 
ſaying to my ſelf as I went, O ho, I fee 
now what is the infallible way the Mini- 
ſter takes to ſucceed in his Enterprize, 
faith he is in the right, and in all Appea- 
rance this Prodigality won't rain him. I 
can eaſily gueſs ont of whote Coffers he 
takes theſe fine Piſtoles; but, after all, is 
not it reaſonable, that the Father ſhou'd 


maintain the Son? The Count de Lemos, 


on my taking Leave of him, whiſper'd me, 
Adieu, my dear Confident; the Prince of 
Spain loves. the fair Sex a little, we muſt 
have a Conference together thereupon the 


firſt Opportunity. I forefee that Tſhall ſoon 


want your Affiſtance. I went away rumi- 


nating on theſe Words, which were not 
ambiguous in the leaſt, and fill'd me 
with Joy. What the Deuce, (faid I) am 
I juſt upon being made the Mercury to the 
eir to the Crown! I did not in the leaſt 
examine whether the Office was good or 
bad; the Quality of the Gallant baniſh'd 
my Morals. What a Glory was it for me 
to be a great Prince's Miniſter of his Plea- 
fares! Not ſo faſt Mr. Gi Blas, ſome 


dy will cry! You was only to be Deputy- 


Miniſter. I agree to it, but at the * 
| | e Ane 
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theſe two Poſts are equally Honourable; 
only the Profit is different. 
"Whilſt I was-thus diſcharging theſe no- 
ble Commiſſions; and getting daily more 
and more into the Prime Miniſter's good 
Graces, with all the fineſt Hopes in the 
World, I ſhould have been happy if Am- 
bition cou'd have kept me from Hunger. 
J had got rid of my magnificent Apart- 
ment above two Months, and lodg'd in 
one of the moſt ordinary Rooms ready 
ſurniſh'd. * Altho' this troubled: me, yet as 
J went out early in the Morning, . and did 
not return till Night to lie there, I bore 
it patiently. I was all: Day in my Element,” 
that is to ſay at the Duke's, where I ated 
the Part of a Lord. But when | retic'd to 
my Dog-hole, my Lordſhip, yaniſh'd, and D 

there only remained poor Gl, Blas with- 
ont Money, and, which was worſe, with- 
out any thing that would raiſe any. Be- 
ſides my being too proud to diſcover my 
Wants to any one, I knew no body but 4 
Navarro, and I had neglected him too 
much ſince my being at Court to dare ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to him. I had been oblig'd 
to ſell my things Piece by Piece, and I had 
8 left but what I could not any way 
ſpare. I went no more to the Eating-houſe, 

for want of Money to pay my Ordinary. 
What ſhift did I make then to W ? & 
9 y 


EEE 
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They, brought us every, Morning a little 
Roll, and a Glaſs of Wine for our Break- - 
faſt in the Office. This was all that the 
Miniſter allowed us. I only eat that alt 
Day, and went to Bed at Night moſt oo. 
monly without Supper 

This was the Condition ot 4 Man that: 
made a Figure at Court, but who ought: 
rather to have been pity'd than envy' d. 
However I cou'd no longer endure my 
Miſery, and reſolv'd at laſt to diſeoyer 


it with Addreſs to the Duke de Lerma," + 


whenever I cou'd find an Opportunity. 
good Luck I met one at the Eſcuri 
whither the King and Prince of A went 
ſome —_ me. | 


4 * * 
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How Gil Blas diſcovered bis Miſery 
to the Duke de Lerma, and after 
was manner that e e 
Vim. pes | 


WHEN the King was at the Eſcurial, 
he bore every one's Charges that at- 


&nded him, ſo that I did not then feel 
where 


Py * 
Bb” 


| Wardrobe near the Duke's Chamber, and 
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where the Shooe pinch'd me, I lay in a 
this Miniſter riſing one Morning by break 
of Day according to cuſtom, bid me take 
ſome Papers. and an Inkhorn, and fol- 
low him into the Palace-Gardens, We 
went to {it down under ſome Trees, where 
I; put my ſelf, by his Order, in the Poſture 
of one that writes upon the Crown of his 


Hat, and he held a Paper in his Hand, as 


if he was reading. We ſeem'd at, a Di- 


ſtance to be about Buſineſs of Importance, 


and nevertheleſs we were only talking of 
T rifles. __ [99.4 "Bay 

I had been diverting his Excellency a- 
bove. an Hour, by all the Flights where 
with my gay Temper furniſh'd me, when 
two Magpys coming and ſettling upon the. 


Trees that cover'd us withtheir Shade, began 


to chatter after ſuch a loud manner, that 
they atttacted our Attention: You flutter- 


ing Birds (ſaid the Duke) that ſeem to 


quarrel, I ſhou'd be curious enough to 
know the Cauſe of your Difference. My 
Lord (ſaid I) your Curiofity makes me 
remember an Indian Fable that I have read 
in Pilpay, or ſome other Writer of Fa- 
bles. The Miniſter ask'd me what it was, 


aud I related it to him in the Terms fol- 


lowing. - | 
ms A 


A Monarch formerly reign'd in Per- 
/ia, who not having Capacity enough to 
govern his Dominions himſelf, left the 
Care thereof to his grand Vizier.” This Mi- 
niſter, whoſe Name was Azalmnc, was a 
Man of a ſuperior Genius. He ſupported 
the Weight of this vaſt Monarehy without 
ſinking under it. He preſerv'd it in a pro- 
found Peace. He had even the Art of 
rendring the Regal Authority amiable, by 
making it reſpected, and the Subjects were 
happy in having an affeQionate Father, 
in a Vixier who was faithful to his Prince. 


Atalmuc had amongſt his Secretaries a young 


Cachemirian, call'd Zeangir, whom he 
lov'd more than the reſt. took Plea- 
ſurevn his Company, took him with him 
a hunting, and diſeover'd to him even his 


inmoſt Thoughts. One Day as me were 


hunting in a Wood, the Vizier 


"oe 
two Ravens croaking upon a Tree, ſaid 


to his Secretary, | ſhou'd be glad toknow 
what theſe Birds ſay in their Language, My - 


Lord, (replys the Cachemirian) your wiſhes 
may be accompliſh'd. And how, rejoin'd 
Atalmuc? Becauſe, (reply'd Zeangir) a 
Derviſe who was a Cabaliſt taught me the 
Birds Language; if you defire it, I wil 

liſten ro theſe, - and repeat to yon Word 

for Word what I hear them ſax. 


ÞF-. 


Ge of GIL, BY 48, it 


1383 The Hs Tro RV Book II. 
The Vizier conſented. The Cachemiri- 
an drew near the Ravens, and ſeem'd to 
lend an attentive Ear to them ; after which, 
returning to his Maſter, he ſaid, My Lord, 
wWou'd you believe it, we were the Subject 
of their Converſation. Tis impoſſible, 
cries the Perſian Miniſter: . Well, and 
what ſay they of us? One of them (rezoyn'd 
the Secretary) ſaid; There he is, the Grand 
Vixier Atalmac : That tutelary Eagle that 
covers Perſia with his; Wings, as if twere 
his Neit, and watches continually for its 
Preſervation, - There he is hunting in this 
Wood with his faithful Zeangir, to refreſh 
himſelf after his painful Toils. How baps 
py is that Secretary to ſerve a Maſter who 
Sews him a Thouſand Favours ? Sofely, 
Io the other Raven, - interrupting him): 
fily. Don't boaſt ſo much of the Ca- 
chemirian's good Fortune. Atalmuc, tis 
true, converſes with him familiarly, ho- 
nours him with making him his Confident,” 
and I don't doubt but he even defigns to 
give him. ſome conſiderable Employment; 
but before that Time comes, Zeangir will 
be ſtary'd. That poor Wretch lodges in 
a little ready-furniſh'd Room, where he 
wants the greateſt Neceflaries. In ſhort, he 
deads a miſerable Life, without any one's 
perceiving it at Court. The Grand Vigier 
does not think of enquiring into his Cir- 
cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, but contenting himſelf with 
having a Regard for him, lets him fall a Vi- 
Sim to er... 
1 left off ſpeaking here, to ſee how the 
Duke of Lermatook it; who ask'd me with 
a Smile, what Impreſſion this Fable made 
upon Atalmucs Mind, and whether the 
Grand Vixier was not offended with his Se- 
cretary's Boldnefs, No, my Lord, (ſays 
I, a little confounded at his Queſtion) on 
the contrary the Story ſays, that he loaded 
him with efits. That was lucky, (re- 
ply'd the Duke, with a ſerious Air) there 
are Miniſters who won'd not take ſuch 
Leſſons well. But (continu'd he, breax- 

ing off the Diſcourſe) I believe the King 
will not be long before he wakes; my Du- 
ty calls me to him. At theſe Words he 
walk'd haſtily towards the Palace, and 
ſeem'd to me very muchdiſpleas'd with my 
Indian Fable. 5794 3 
I follow'd him to his Majeſty's Chamber 
Door ; after which, I went to lay my Pa- 
pers in the Place whence I took them. This 
done, I went into a Cloſet where our two 
Secretaries were at work, for they. were 
alſo come with us. What's the matter, 
Signior de Santillane? (ſaid they on ſeeing 
me;) you are very much moved; has any 
diſagreeable Accident happen'd to o ; 
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I was too full of the ill Succeſs of my 
Fable; to hide my Trouble from-chem.-. 1 
made them a Recital of what I had ſaid to 
the Dake, .and they appear'd ſenſible of the 
lively Grief with which I ſeem'd to be ſeiz'd. 
You have Reaſon to be chagrin, ſaid one 
of them, can you think to be berter treated 
than a Secretary of Cardinal Spingſa's. 
This Secretary * weary with receiving 
nothing in fiſteen Months that he had been 
employ'd by his Eminence, took the Li- 
berty one Day to repreſent his Neceſſi- 
ties to him, and to ask him for ſome Mo- 
ney for Subſiſtance. Tis juſt (ſaid the Mi- 
niſter) that you ſhou'd be paid; there, con- 
tinu'd he, putting into his Hands a War- 
rant for a thouſand Ducats, go and receive 
that Sum at the Royal Treaſury ; but at 
the ſame Time remember that I want no 
more of your Service. The Secretary wou'd 
have comforted himſelf for his being diſ- 
miſs'd, if he had receiy'd the thouſand Du- 
cats, and been left to look for Employ- 
ment elſewhere; but on his leaving the Car- 
dinal's he was ſeiz'd by an Alguazil, and 
conducted to the Tower of Segovia, where 
he remain'd Priſoner a long while. 
This little Story redoubled my Tertour, 
I thought myſelf loſt, and not being able to 
comfort my ſelf, I began to reproach 
my Impatience, - as if 1 had not en- 
| dured 


Chap. 6. of GIL BL AS. 191 
dured enough. Alas! (cry'd 1) why did 1 
run the harard of this cutſed Fable, which 
has diſpleas'd the Miniſter ? perhaps he was 
upon the point of extricating me from my 
miſerable Condition. Perchance I was 
ing to make one of thoſe ſudden Fortunes 
that ſurprize the World. What Riches 
what Honours have I loſt by my Folly? 
ought to have reflected, that therearegreat 
Men who don't love tobe anticipated, and 
who will have one receive as a Favonr 
from them, even the leaſt Things that they 
are oblig'd to give. 1 had better have con- 
tinu'd my Diet, without ſaying any — 
to the Duke, and even have ſtatv'd, that 
might have laid all the Blame on his ſide. 

f I had retain'd yet ſome Glimpſe of 
Hope, the Sight of my Maſter, after Din- 
ner, wou'd have deſtroy'd it entirely. He 
was very ſerious with me, contrary to his 
Cuſtom, and did not ſpeak to me at all. 
This gave me, all the re(t of the Day, a 
mortal Diſquiet, neither did J ſpend the 
Night in mote eaſe. The Regret of ſeeing 
all my agreeable IIluſions vaniſh, and the 
Fear of increaſiug the Number of State 
Priſoners, made me do nothing but figh 
and complain. W 

The next was the critical Day; the Dake 
had me call'd in the Morning; I enter'd 
his Chamber trembling more than a Crimi- 


nal 


| 
| 
l 
| 
| 


LF 


192 The His ToRyY Book II. 


nal who is going to ent. Santillaue, 
(ſaid he, ſhewing me a Paper he had in his 
Hand) take this Warrant ----- I fhndder'd 
at the Word Warrant, and faid to my felf, 
O Heavens! here is the Cardinal Sprzoſa, 
the Coach is ready for Segovia. The Ter- 
ror I was in at that Inſtant was ſo great, 
that I interrupted the Miniſter, and throw- 
ing my ſelf at his Feet: My Lord (ſaid I, 
all bath'd in Tears) I humbly beg your 
Excellency topardon my Boldnelſs : *T was 
my Neceſſity forc'd me to inform you of 
my Miſery. 24 
The Duke cou'd not forbear laughing at 
the Diſorder wherein he ſaw me. Be of 
ood Heart G Blas (reply'd he) and hear- 
en to me. Altho' the diſcovering your 
Wants, was reproaching me for not 
having prevented them, yet I don't take it 
at all amiſs of you, I rather am angry with 
my ſelf for not asking you how you liv'd. 
But to begin to make amends for this In- 
diſcretion, -I give you a Warrant for 1500 
Ducats, which will be paid you at ſight, at 
the Royal Treaſury : This is not all, I pro- 
miſe you as muchevery Year ; and beſides, 
when any Perſons that are rich and gene- 
rous, deſire you to do them a Service, 1 
don't forbid your ſpeaking in their Favour. 
Theſe Words threw me into ſuch a 
Rapture, that I kiſs'd the Feet of the E 
niſter, 
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niſter, who commanding me to tiſe, conti 
tinu'd to diſcourſe me. On the other hand, 
wou'd have recover'd my gay Temper, 
but I cou'd not fo ſoon make a Tranſition 
from Grief to Joy. I temain'd as confoun- 
ded as a Malefactor who hears them cry 
a Reprieve, the moment that he expected 
the fatal Stroke. My Maſter afctib'd; alt 
my Diſturbance only to the Fear of ris 
_ diſpleas*'d him, altho' the Apprehenſion © 
a perpetual Impriſonment had at leaſt 'as 
great a Share herein, He confeſs'd that he 
had affected to look cool upon me, to ſee 
if I ſou'd be very ſenſible of the Change; 
that he judg'd by that of my Attachment 
to his Perſon, and lix'd me the bettet. 
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Io he good Uſe he made of bis 1590 
| Ducats: Of the firſt Affair wherein 
4 engaged, and of the Proſit he got 
a n | N 


. TH E King, (as if to comply .with my 
Impatience) returned on the Morrow 

to Madrid. I immediately flew to the Royal 

Vo. UL 1 Trea- 
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Treaſury, where I aſloon receiv'd the. 
Sum contain'd in my Warrant. I then 
gave Ear to nothing but my Ambition and 

anity. I left my miſerable ready-fur- 
niſh'd Dog-hole for the Secretaries who. 
did not yet underſtand the Language of 
icds, and hired a ſecond time. my fine 
partment, which-by good Fortune hap- 
pen'd to be empty. I then ſent for a fa- 
mous Taylor, who work'd for almoſt all 
the Fops : He took i and car- 
ry'd me toa Woollen-Draper's, where he 
bought five Ells of Cloth, which he ſaid 
he muſt have to make me a Suit. Five 
_ Ells for Sani Dreſs! Juſt Heav'us! 
But don't let us criticize thereupon. 
Taylors who are in Reputation, always 
take more than others. I atterwards bought 
ſome Linnen, whereofI was in great want; 
with Silk Stockings, and a Beaver laced 
with a Span; open Lace. 

After this; as I cou'd not well be with- 
out a Footman, I deſir'd my Landlord 
Vincent. Forero to recommend me one: 
Moſt part of the Foreigners who lodg'd 
with-him, uſed, when they came to Ma- 
arid, to hire Spaniſh Servants. This did 
not fail to draw all the Footmen that were 
out of Service to this Houſe. The firſt 
that offer'd was 4 young Fellow of ſuch a 
mild religious Air that I wou'd not have, 


him. 
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him. I thought I faw Ambroſe ar LDamela. 
don't love (fad I ro Frero) a Foetman 
with ſuch a ſanctify'd Look ; I have beem 
caught ſo already. 1655 

I had hardly refund this Fellow, but 
another came in. This ſeem'd very ſharp; 
with more Impudence than a Court Page, 
and to that a little ih: He pleasd 
me; I ask*d vio fome-Oneſtfons! to which 
he gave pertinent Anſwers; TI ever ob. 
ſery*dthar he was imriguing. | look*d upon 
him as a Man fir for my Turn, and hir'd 
him, of which I had: no Reaſon to repent, 
for I ſoon perceiv'd that I had got an ad- 
mirable Bargain. As the Duke had given 
me leave to ſpeak to him in Fayonr of 
Perſons whom I had a Mind to ferve, and 
as I had no Intention to neglect this Per- 
miſſion, I wanted a Spaniel to hunt out 
the Game; I mean an arch Fellow that 
was induſtrious, and fit to'find out and bring 
me ſuch Perſons as had Favours to ask of. 
the Prime Miniſter. This was juſt Scipio's 
Maſter- piece: That was my Footman's ' 
Name: He came from Donna Anna de Gne- 
vara, the Prince of Spain's Nurſe, where 
he had exercis'd that Talent very much. 

As ſoon as Thad inform'd him of my Tn- 
tereſt, and that I ſhou'd be glad to make 
uſe of it, he took the Field, and that very 
Day he told me, W pret- 
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ty good Diſcovery: There is a young Gen- 
tleman of Grenada juſt artiv'd at Madrid, 
whoſe Name is Don Roger de Kada. He 
has fought a Duel, which obliges him to. 
have recourſe to the Duke of Lerma's Pro- 
tection; and he is willing to pay well for 
doing him that Service. I have ſpoken to 
him. He had a Mind to have addreſs'd 
himſelf to Don Rodriguez de Calderona, 
whoſe Power has been cry'd up to him; 
but I have deterr'd him, by acquainting him, 
that that Secretary ſold his good Offices 
at an extravagant Rate, whereas you wou'd 
be ſatisfy'd with a handſome Acknowledg- 
ment- for yours ; that you wou'd even do 
a Service for nothing, if the Condition of 
your Affairs would allow you to follow 
pra generous and diſintereſted Temper, 
In ſhort, I have ſpoken after ſuch a man- 
ner, that you will ſee the Gentleman 
at your Levee to-morrow Morning. How 
(ſaid I) Mr. Scipio, you have already done 
a great deal of Buſineſs : You are no No- 
vice at intriguing, I wonder. you ate no 
richer. That ought not to ſurprize you, 
(reply'd he) I love to make Money circu- 
late, I don't hoard, = 
Don Roger de Rada came accordingly, | 
and was receiv'd with a Politeneſs in- 
termix'd with Hanghtineſs. Sjgnior Ca- 1 
valier (ſaid I) before I engage to ſerve: 
you, 
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you, I muſt know the Affair of Honour 
that brings you to Court, for it may hap- 
pen to be of that Nature that I may not 
dare to intercede for you with the Prime 
Miniſter. Therefore I defire you 3 5 
me a true Account of it, and be aſſur'd 
that I will eſpouſe your Intereſt very hear- 
tily, if a Man of Honour may appear there- 


in. With all my Heart (reply'd the young 


Grenadian) I am going to make you a fin- 
'cere Recital of my Hiſtory, At the ſame 


Time he recounted it after the following 


# 
\. 


CHAP. VIII 
The Hiſtory of Don Roger de 
| ; G 51> 9:0 
D ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Gentleman 


of Grenaaa, liv'd very happily in the 
City of Antequera, with Donna Eftepha- 


nia his Spouſe, who, to ſolid Virtue, had 


a mild Temper, and was a Woman of 
exquiſite Beauty. If ſhe lov'd her Husband 
tenderly, it was return'd with equal Paſ- 
ſion. He was — very much inclin'd 

K 3 to 


; * 
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to Jealouſy; and altho' he had no Reaſon 
to ſuſpe& his Wife's Fidelity, he was ne- 
vertheleſs uneaſy. He was apprehenſive 
leſt fome private Enemy to his Repoſe 
thou'd make an Attempt upon his Honour. 
He grew diffident.of all his Friends, ex- 
cept Dan Haberto de Hordales, to whom 
his Houſe was open, as being &/tephania's 
Couſin, and who was the only one of 
whom he had no Miſtruſt. | 
In effect, Don Huberto fell in Love 
with his Couſin, and was ſo bold as to de- 
clare his Paſſion, without having ze 
to the Blood that united. them, or to 
Don Axaſtaſio's particular Friendſhip. The 
Lady, who was diſcreet, inſtead of ma- 
king a Clamour, which might have had 
fatal Con ſequences, reprehended her Rela- 
tion mildly, repreſenting to him the heigh- 
nouſte ſ of :e Crime, to attempt to ſe- 
duce and diſhononr her Husband ; and tel- 
ling him very ſeriouſly, that he ought not 
to flatter himſelf with any Hopes of Suc- 


This Moderation only ferv'd to inflame 
ide Cavalier the more; for imagining that 
he ought to try a Woman of her Chara- 
Ser 40 tbe utmoſt, be began to be diſre- 
f{peQful in bis Behaviour, and had the 
Aſſurance one Day to preſs her 10 la- 
we his Defires. She repuls d him with a 


ſevere 
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ſevere Air, and threaten'd to make Dori 


Anaſtaſio puniſh his Raſhneſs. The 


Spark being terrify'd with this Menace 
omiſed to talk no more to her of 
ove; and upon the Credit of this Pro- 

_ Eſtepbania forgave what was pal 

Don Huberto, who was nat a great 

Villain, cou'd not ſee his Paſſion ſo ill re- 
paid, without conceiving a baſe Defire of 
avenging himſelf. He knew Don Aus- 

fbafio to be a jealous Man, ſuſceptible of 


any Impreſſions he wou'd make upon him. 


He wanted no more to form the blackeſt 
Defign of which a Miſcreant eou'd be 


alone with this weak Husband, he ſaid 40 


World: My dear Friend, I can live no 
tonger without revealing a Secret, which 
J thou'd be cantious of diſcovering, if 
your Honour were not more dear to you 
than yaur Reft. But your Dol and 
mine in point of Offences, wort me 
to conceal any longer what is doneat your 
Houſe, Prepare to hear an Account which 
will cauſe in you as mach (Grief as Sur- 
prize. ' 1 am going to wound you in your 
n_ Hare. * Kren 
IJundesſtand you (reply n Anaſtaſio, 
already quite confounded) pour Cousin ie 
= K 4. falſe 


capable. One Evening as he was walking 
bim with the moſt melancholy Air in the 


- 
= 
: 
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falſe to me. I no longer acknowledge 
her for my Couſin (rejoyn'd Hordales, 
with a paſſionate Air;) 1 diſown her, and 
ſhe is unworthy of having you for her Hus- 
band. You make me languiſh too long 
| (cry'd Don Anaſtafio) ſpeak, What has E- 
ſtephania done? She has betray'd you, re- 
ply'd Don Huberto. You have a Rival 
whom ſhe favours. ſecretly, ' but I can't 
name him to you; for the Adulterer eſca- 
ped the Eyes that watch'd him, by the fa- 
vour of a dark Night. Allthat I know is, 
that they deceive you. Tis a Thing where- 
of I am aſſut d. The Intereſt that I ought 
to take in this Affair, is but too certain a 
Proof for you of the Truth of my Report. 
Since I declare my ſelf againſt Eſtepbania, 
I muſt be well convinc'd of her Infide- 


|! PO I TR V4 © | * 
4 Iro in vain (continu'd he, obſervi 
that his Diſcourſe produced the defired Ef- 
fect) *tis in vain to ſay any more to you. 
I perceive that you are undeſerving of the 
lagratitude wherewith your Love is repaid, 
and that you are meditating a juſt Revenge. 
I ſhall not oppoſe you, don't examine who 
is the Victim you are going to ſtrike; ſhew 
the whole City, that there is nothing but 
what you can ſacrifice to your Honour. 
Thus did the Traytor animate a too cre- 
dulous Husband againſt an innocent 1 
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and he painted to him in ſuch lively Colours 
the Infamy wherewith he wou'd be cover'd, 
if he let the Aﬀront go — 9 — that at 
laſt he put him in a Behold Don 
Anaftafs deprived of — gment. He ſeems 
as if poſſeſs'd by the Rive, He returns 
Home with a Reſolution to ſtab his unhap- 
py Wife, who was: Juſt ſtepping RT 
when he arriv'd. 

He conftrain'd himſelf at firſt, and waits 
ed till the Domeſticks were withdrawn. 
But then, without being reſtrain'd by the 
Fear of the Anger of Heaven, nor the Diſ- 
honour that it wou'd reflect upon an ho- 
neſt Family; nor even by the natural Puy 
he ought to have had for a Child, where» 
with his Wife was fix Months gone; he 
approach'd his Vidim, and ſaid in a 
furious Tone: Wretch, thou muſt periſh 
thou haſt but one moment longer to live, 
and that is owing to my — that 
thou may'ſt beg Heaven to forgive thee the 
@urtaghi thou haſt done me. I won'dnot 
have thee loſe thy Soul, as thou hor loſt 
thine Honour: + 

This ſaid;- he drew his Poniard. His 
Action and Diſcourſe tertify'd Eſtepba- 
mia, ſo that throwing her ſelf at his. Knees, 
wringing her Hands, and quite confoun- 
.ded; the ſaid, What is the Matter, — 1 
Lord? What Reaſon e Laus the 
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ſortune to give you to be diſſatisfy d? Why 
won'd yon deprive your Spouſe of her 
Life? If you ſuſpect her of not being faith · 
ful to you, you ate in an Error, 
Mo, no (reply d the jealous Wretch) I 
am but too well aſſur d of your Treaſon, 
The Ferſons whoinform'd me are of worth. 
Dan Haber Rh, my Lord ! (ſaid ſhe, 
interrupting him with Precipitation ) yon 
ought to diſttuſt Don Haberto: He is not 
ſo much your Friend as you imagine. If 
he has told you any Thing refleQing upon 
my Virtue, don't believe him. Hold your 
Tongue, you infamous Woman (reply'd 
Don Aiaſdaſio) by endeavouring to pre- 
poſſeis me ſt A 5, you rather ju- 
Kify. than remove my Suſpicions, You at- 
tempt to tender me miſtruſtful of this Rela- 
tion, bacauſe he is acquainted with your 
Hl Conduct. You wou'd weaken his E- 
videnee, but this Artifice is uſeleſs, and 175 
doubles my Inclination te puniſh you. My 
gear Husband (reply'd Hepbania, weep- 
ing bitterly} be upon your Guard againſt 
your blind Paſſion, whoſe Pictates it you 
follow, you will never forgive your felt, 
when you ſhall once know the Wrong van 
do me. For God's ſake calm your Anger; 
at leaſt give your ſelf time to clear up-your 
Buſpicions. 1 will ony de doing Juſtice 
to a Woman who! hes nothing Wherewith 
 ao-veptoach her ſelf, Any 


* 
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Any other but Don Auaſtaſio would have 
been mov d at theſe Words, and yet more 
at the Affliction of the Perſon who pro- 
nounc'd them; but the Barbarian, far from 
feeming to relent, bid the Lady a ſecond 
time recommend herfelf to God ſpeediſy; 
and even lifted up his Arm, to ſtrife her. 
Stop, Barbarian (ery'd ſhe.) If the Love 
7 formerly bore me is entirely extinct: 
all the Marks of Tenderneſs of which 
I have been fo profuſe are blotted out of 
your Remembrance: If my Tears can't 
deter you from your execrable Defign, at 
leaſt have regard to your own Blood. 
Don't arm your furious Hand 2 an 
Innocent ho has not yet ſeen the Li 
You can not be its Execotioner without - 
offending both Heav*n and Earth. As for 
me, I forgive yon my Death, bat be at- 
ſur'd his will ery for Juſtice for ſo enot- 
mous a Crime, N 
As reſolute as Don Hnaſtaſio was not to 
hearken to whatever Eftephania ſnon d ſay, 
he cou'd not help being mov'd at the hor- 
rible Ideas which theſe laft Words brought 
into his Mind, Accordingly, as if he was 
afraid left this Shock ſhould get the berter 
of his Reſentment, he made to take 
Advantage of what Fury remain'd in'him, 


and plung'd his Poniard in his Wife's leſt 
Side. She fell down that moment, and 


1 
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he, believing her dead, immediately left 
his Houſe, and diſappear'd. from Ante. 
i THAT ($54.4) 1g. 54348 
In the mean while this unfortunate 
- Spouſe was ſo ſtunn'd with the Wound 
ſhe had receiv'd, that ſhe remain'd ſome 
Minutes lifeleſs upon the Ground. After 
which, recovering her Spirits, ſhe made ſuch 
Complaints and Lamentations as drew an 
old Woman that ſerv'd her to her Aſſi- 
ſtance, 'This good old Creature ſeeing her 
Miſtreſs.in ſuch a piteous Condition, ſent 
forth ſuch Cries as ſoon awaken'd the other 
Domeſticks, and even the next Neighbours. 
The Chamber was quickly full of Com- 
pany. They ſent for Surgeons, who ex- 
amining the Wound, had no ill Opinion 
of it. They were not miſtaken in their 
Conjectures. Eſtephania was even cured 
in a ſmall Time, and deliver'd happily of 
a Son three Months after this Adventure. 
And in me, Signior G. Blas, you behold 
that Son, I am the Fruits of that melan- 
choly Labour. 5 | 
Altho' Slander ſeldom ſpares a Woman's 
Character, it yet ſhew'd a Regard to my 


Mother's; and this bloody Scene was 
look'd upon in the Town but only as the 
Tranſport of a Jealous Husband, Tis 
true my Father was known to be of a vio- 
lent Temper, and apt eaſily to take um- 
e 


0 8 
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brage at any thing. Hordales judg'd very 
rightly that his Coun ſuſpected him d 
having diſturb'd Don Anaſtaſio's Mind by 
his Falſities, and contenting himſelf wi 
being at leaſt half reveng'd of her, he left 
off viſiting her. I ſhall not enlarge upon 
the Education that was given me, for fear 
of tiring your Patience; 1 ſhall only ſay 
that my Mother chiefly took care of my 
learning to Fence well, and that I puſh? 
a long time inthe moſt famous Schools of 
Grenada and Seville. She impatiently 
waited 'till | was of Age to meaſure my 
Sword with Don Huaberto, that ſhe might 
inform me what Reaſon ſhe had to com> 
plain of him; and finding me at laſt in 
my eighteenth Year, ſhe intruſted me with 
it, not without ſhedding a Flood of Tears; 
and being ſeiz'd with a lively Grief, What 
Impreſſion cannot a Mother make, in this 
Condition, upon a Son who has Courage, 
and natural Affection? I immediately went 
to find out Hordales, and carry'd him to a 
private Place, where after a pretty long 
Combat, I ran him thrice thro', and leit 
him upon the Spot. Rr 0-5. 
Don Huberto feeling himſelf mortally 
wounded, fix'd his dying Eyes upon me, 
and own'd that he receiy'd Death at my 
Hands as a juſt Puniſhment for the Offence 
he had committed againſt my Mother's Ho 


* 
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nour. He confeſt d that he had reſolv'd 
10 ruin ber, to tevenge himſelf of ber Ri- 
gour. After this he expit'd, asking Pardon 
of Heaven, Don Awaſtaſeo, Eftephania, 
and me. I did not think it proper to re- 
turn home, to inform my Mother of the 
Iſſue. I left that to Fame. I crof6'd-the 
Mountains and went to Malaga, / where 
I embark*d on board a Privateer who wes 


going to cruize. I ſeem'd to him not to 


want Courage, and he oonſented willing- 
ly to my joining with the brave Fellows 
the had on board. | 

We were not long before we found an 
Occaſion to ſignaliae our ſelves. We met, 
near the Iſle of Allouran, a Corſair of 
Melilla; who was returning to the Coſts 
of Africa, with a Spaniſh Veſſel, richly 
laden, which he had taken off of Cartage- 
ma. Weattack'd the Afrroan btiskly, and 
made our ſelves Maſters of his two Ships, 
wherein were fourſcore Chriſtians whom 
he was carrying _ — Barbary, Then 
taking advantage of a Gale that up 
and — for the Coaſts of e as 
we arriv'd in a little time at Panta 

As we enquir'd of the Slaves we had 
deliver'd of what Place they were, I ask'd 
the fame Queltion of a Man of an excel 
lent Mien, and who might very W 


Chap. 8. f GIL BLAS. 20 


fifty Years old. He anſwer'd 3 
he was of Autequer a. I felt my felf touch d 
with his Reply, without knowing any Res- 
ſon for it; and my Emotion, which he 
perceiv'd, caus'd 8 Diſturbance in him, 
which I cou'd not belp obſferving. I am 
(ſays — your Fellow- Citizen. May 
not one ask the Name of your Family 
ow (reply'd he) you renew my (Grief, 
A. requiring oe to ſatisfy your Curiefy.. 
is eighteen Years fince 1 quitted Ante 
«era, where I ought only to be cemem- 
rd With Horrour. Perhaps you have 
your ſelf only heard me too much talk'd 
of. My Name is Don Anefte/ie de Rada. 
Good Heav'n! cry'd I out, may 1 believe 
what I hear? What, is it Don lia, is 
it my Father whom Iſee? What do you ſay 
young Man? (cry'd he out in bis turn, ob- 
ſerving me with Surprize ;) Is it podſible? 
ng vou be that unfortunate Child with 
whom your Mother was big when 1ſacrific'd 
— * ury? Ves Father (ſaid I) s 
t the virtuons ephanra-: 
into. the 'World, \three — 
ps RR wherein you left her weltring 


" Don Anaftafio did not walt for my fi 
iſhing theſe Words, — — 
ſelf abont wy Neak, He embracd me in 
his Arms, and we did nothing but inter- 
mingle 
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mingle our Sighs and Tears for a quarter. 
of an Hour. Having given our ſelves up 
to the tender Motions which ſuch an lu- 
terview cou'd not but excite in us, my Fa- 
ther lifted up his Eyes to Heav'n, to re- 
turn thanks for the ſaving of Eſtephania; but 
a Moment after, (as if he had been afraid 


bis Thanks were unſeaſonable) he ask'd 


me which way his Wife's Innocence had 
deen diſcover'd. My Lord, (ſaid 1) no 
body but your ſelf ever doubted of it. 
Vour Spouſe's Conduct has always been 
irreproachable. Tis time you were diſa- 
bus d: know *twas Don Huberto who im- 

d upon you. At the ſame time, I in- 
form'd him of that Relation's Per fidiouſ- 
neſs, how Thad been reveng'd, and what 
he had confeſs'd to me at his Death. 

My Father was leſs ſenfible of the Joy 
of having recover'd his Liberty, than of 
the Pleaſure of hearing ſuch News. He 
began again to embrace me tenderly with 
tranſports of Joy, and was never tired of 
expreſſing how well he was ſatisfy'd with 
me. Come, my Son, (ſaid he) let us im- 
mediately take the Road to Auteguera. 
burn with Impatience to throw my ſelf at 
the Feet of a Wife whom I have treated 
ſo unworthily. Since you have let me 
know the Wrong I have done' her, my 
Heart bleeds with Remorſe.'' .  -- 4 
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I had too great a Mind to bring again 
together two Perſons ſo dear to me, to 
defer the happy Minute. I left:the Priva- 
teer, and bought at Adra two Mules, with 
the Money | teceiv'd for my part of the 
Prize, my Fathet being no longer willing 
to expoſe himſelf to the Dangers of the 
Sea. He had leiſure enough upon the 
Road to relate me all his Adventures, to 
which 1 liſten'd with the ſame eager Atten- 
tion which the Prince of Ithaca gave to his 
Father when reciting his. In ſhort, after 
ſeveral Days Journey, we reach'd the bot- 
tom of the Mountain next to Anteguera, 
where we halted. As we intended to get 
home as privately as poſſible, we did not 
enter the City till the middle of the 
8 — 12 . £9 > NA 
. leave you to imagine my Mother's Sur» 
prize at ſeeing a Husband whom ſnhe thought 
loſt for ever; and the miraculous manner 
(if I may uſe that ex preſſion) that he was 
reſtor'd to her, was another ſubject for her 
Wonder. He ask'd her Pardon for his 
Barbarity, with ſuch lively marks of Re- 
pentance that ſhe cou'd not help bei 
mov'd. Inſtead of looking on him as 
Aſlaflin, ſhe only regarded him as a Man 
to whom Heay'n had ſubjected her; ſo 
ſacred is the Name of Husband to a vir- 
tuous Woman. z 
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Eſtepbania had been fo much in Pain 
for me, that ſhe was charm'd at my Re- 
turn. Nevertheleſs her Joy was not fin- 
cere ; a Siſter of Hordales took out a cri- 
minal Proceſs againft her Brother's Murde- 
rer, and had me pur ſu'd every where. So 
that my Mother finding I was not ſafe in 
our Houſe, was not without Diſquiet. 
This oblig'd me to ſet out for Court 
that very Night, whither I am come, Sir, 
to ſolicite my Pardon, which I hope to 
obtain, ſince you are willing to intercede 
for me wih the fict Miniſter, and make 
aſe of all your Intereſt. e 11) ee 

Con finim'd 


Here Don Anaſtafiv's brave 


aſſurd me, that his Acknowledgment 
fhou'd immediately follow the Service 1 
ſhou'd render bim. But as ſoon as he had 
tonch'd upon that String, 1 ſer about it: in 
— J told the Duke the Story thut 
very ay, who. having permitted me to 
E the Chevalier to bim, fad, 900 

N ; Roger, 
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Roger, I am appriz'd of the Affair that 
has brought you to Court; Santillane has 
inform'd me of all the Circumftances. Set 
your Mind at reſt, you have done nothing 
but what's excaſable; his Majeſty loves, 
particularly, to pardon ſuch Gentlemen as 
revenge their offended Honour. Vau muſt 


go to Priſon for Form; but be aſſur'd 


that you ſhall not ſtay long there. 822 
ziHane is your good Friend, and ſhal l tab 
care of the reſt. He ſhall haſten your En- 


3 rte 

Roger inde wlowiBeweorhe Müde 
niſter, u = ke Word he ſurrender'd 
kimfelf Prifoner. His Pardon was 1foon 
diſpatch'd by my Care, and in leſs than 
ten Days 1 ſent this new Tealrmechss to 
rejoin his Uiyſts and Penelope; whereas if 
he had not had = Protector, pechaps'he 
had not been releas'din'g Year. I 
this but a [hundred Piſtoles; twas no 
great Cateb, but I was not 3 
xs 10 «(pil Wales! 1-5 
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CHAP. IX. 


By what Means Gil Blas made a great 
Fortune in a ſmall Time; and of the 
great Airs he gave bimfelf. ; 


; 11 | 
PHIS Affair made me reliſh the Buſi- 

- neſs, and ten Piſtoles which I gave 
Scipio for Brokerage, encouraged him to 
go a- new upon the Scent, I have already 
extoll'd his Talent at it, one might juſtiy 
have call'd him Scipio the Great. The ſe- 
cond Chapman he brought me was a Prin- 
ter of Books of Chivalry, who had got an 
Eſtate. in defiance of good Senſe. This 
Printer had Pyrated another's Copy, and 
his Edition had been ſeiz'd. For three 
hundred Ducats I had his Books replevy'd, 
and ſav'd him a heavy Fine. Altho' this 
did not regard the firſt Miniſter, his Ex- 
cellency at my Deſire was willing to in- 
terpoſe his Authority. After the Printer, 
a Merchant fell into my Clutches, and 
upon this Account: A Portugue ze Veſ- 
ſe! had been taken by a Corſair of Barbary, 
and was re-taken by a Privateer of Cadiz. 
Two thirds of fer Lading belong'd to a 
Licbon Merchant, who having in vain re- 
214 cCilaim'd 
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claim'd it, was come to the Court of Spain, 
to find a Protector who had Tntereſt e- 
nough to get itreſtored. © I interpos'd for 
him, and he regain'd his Effects, upon pay- 
ing four hundred Piſtoles, whereof he 
made a Preſent for the Protection. 
Methinks I hear à Reader cry at this 
Place, Courage, Santillana, put Hay in 
your Coach-box, you are in a fine Road, 
puſh your Fortune. O! PN take Care of 
that. If [ am not miſtaken, I ſee my Foot- 
man coming with a new Cuſtomer whom 
he has juſt hook'd in. Even fo, *tis Scipio. 
Let's hear what he ſays. Sir (cries he) ſuf- 
fer me to preſent you this famous Opera- 
tor. He deſires a Patent for ſelling his 
Drugs for ten Years thro? all the Cities of 
Spain, excluſive of all others; that is to 
ſay, that all Per ſons of his Profeſſion may 
be prohibited ſettling in the Places where 
he refides; and he will, as an Acknow- 
ledgment; give two hundred Piſtoles to the 
Perſon that gets the Patent diſpatch'd. I 
told the Mountebank, Protector like, go 
ur ways Friend, I'll do your Buſinels. 
a effect, a few Days after, I ſent him 
back with a Patent that gave him an ex- 
cluſive Power to cheat the People thro” 
all the Kingdoms of Spaůsn. 
Beſides my growing more covetous, in 
proportion as I grew richer, I had obtaind 
Loc theſe N 
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theſe four Favours ſo eaſily of his Excel- 
lency, that I made no Scruple of asking 
a fifth. T'was the Government of the City 
of Vera, on the Coaſt of Grenada, for a 
Knight of Calatrava, who offer'd me 1000 
Piſtoles. The Miniſter fell a laughing to 
ſee me ſo. keen after the Game. Good 

God, Friend G. Blas (ſaid he) after what 
| you go on! You are prodigiouſly 
fond of obliging your Neighbour. Hear- 
ken, when you ask only for T rifles, I hall 
not obſerve you fo narrowly ; but wen 
you. want Governments, or other confi- 
derable Things, you muſt be ſatisfy'd, if 
you pleaſe, with half the Profit. Yourhall 
be accountable to me for the other. Y.ow 
can't. imagine (continu'd: he) at what Ex- 
pence I am forc'd to be, nor to how ma- 
ny Shifts I am put to ſupport the Dignity 
of my Poſt; for in ſpight of the Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs I put on to the Eyes of the 
World, I own to you I am not Fool ies 
nough to confound my domeſtick Affairs. 
Depend upon that. rz! | 

My Maſter, by this Diſcourſe; taking! 
away all Fear of impottuning him, or ra» 
ther encouraging. me to make more fre- 
quent Demands, render'd me yet more 
greedy of Riches than I was before. I: 
ſhou'd then willingly have poſted it up, that 
alltheſe who wanted any Favours at 7 þ 


; 

» | | 
O) 
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ſhou'd 7 tham(ainegto! me. _ 

one way, Scipio another ing only how- 
tO doany 2 Service for his {7 Ay My 

Knight of Calatrava had the Government 
of Vera for his thouſand Piſtoles, and 
I ſoon obtain'd another at the ſame Price 
for a Knight of St. Fage. Nor was | ſa»: 
tisfy'd with making Governours, but I be- 
ſtow'd Orders of Knighthood, and con- 


verted ſome good Veomen into bad Gen- 


tlemen, by excellent Coats of Arms, I 
was alſo willing the Clergy ſnould be ſen- 
ſible of my Benefits, and confert'd ſome 


ſmall Benefices, made Canons, and ſome 
other Dignitaties of the Church. As to 


Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, Don K- 
driguez, de Calderona was the Patron that 
beitow'd them, He alſo had the naming 
of Magiſtrates, Commanderies, and Vice 
royalties. This makes me ſuppoſe that the 
reat. Places were no bettet fill'd than the 
mall ones. For the Perſons whom. we 
choſe to fill the Poſts, whereof we made 
ſuch a pretty Traffick, were not always 
the moſt able Men in the World, nor the 
moſt regular. We knew very well that 
the Sneerers at Madrid made themſelves 
merry thereupon at our Expence; but we 
were like the Miſers, who comfort them 
ſelves. for the hollowing of the Populace, 
Iſocra- 
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' Tſoerates had Reaſon to call Intempe- 
rance and Folly the inſeparable: Compani- 
ons of Riches, When | faw my ſelf Ma- 
ſter of thirty thouſand Ducats, and in a 
way perhaps to get ten times as much, ' 
thought my ſelf obliged to make a Figure 
ſuitable to the -Confident of the firſt Mi- 
niſter. I hicr'd a whole Houſe, which 
furniſh'd handſomly. I bought the Coach 
of an Eſcrivano, who had ſet it up out of 
Oſtentation, and who was endeavouring ' 
to part with it by the Advice of his Baker.” 
I hir'd a Coachman, - with three Foot- 
men, and, as tis juſt to promote one's old 
Domeſticks, I advanc'd Scipio to the three- 
fold Honour of being my Valet de Cham 
bre, Secretary and Steward. But what 
ſwell'd my Pride to the Height was, that 
the Miniſter thought fit for my Men to 
wear his Livery. I loſt what Senſe I had 
left. I was full as mad as the Diſciples. 
of Porcins Latro, who having, by drink- 
ing Cummin, made themſelves as pale as 
their Maſter, imagin'd themſelves as learn'd-- 
as he; [ was within a little of thinking my 
ſelf a Relation of the Duke of Lerma's, at 
leaſt 1 fancy'd I ſhou'd paſs fot ſuch, or 
for one of his Baſtards, which flatter*d my 
Pride infinitely. Ye? L324. 0008 ORU LE 
Beſides this, I refolv'd to keep an; open 
Table, after his Excellency's WP | 
« r 5 V 
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who kept open Houſe. - For this Reaſon I 
order'd Scipio to provide me a good Cook, 
and he found me one a ho perhaps was 
comparable to that of Nomentanus of dain- 
ty Memory. | I fill'd my Cellar with de- 
licious Wines, and having laid in my o- 
ther Stores, I began to receive Company. 
Every Night I had ſome of the head Clerks: 


of the Miniſter's Offices to ſup with me, 


who haughtily took upon them the Qua- 
lity of Secretaries of State. On the other 
hand, Scipio (for like Maſter like Man) 
had alſo his Fable in the Buitery, where 
he entertain'd his Acquaintance at my Ex- 
pence. Bat beſides my loving the Fellow, 
as he contributed to my getting Money, 
he ſeem'd entitled to help me ſpend it. Add 
to that, I look'd upon this Waſt with the 
Eyes of a young Man, I did not ſee the 
Hurt it did me. The Beuefices and other 
Employments continu'd to bring Gtiſt to 
my Mill. I ſaw my Treaſury increaſe 
daily; I imagin'd that for tis Lime had” 
fixd a Nail in Fortune's Wheel. TM 

Nothing was wanting to thy Vanity - 
but to have Fabricio a Witneſs of my ſplen- 
did living. I did not doubt but he was 
return'd from Andaluſia, and that I might 
have the Pleaſure of ſarprizing him, I 
ſent him an anonymous Letter, wherein I 
wrote him word, that a Nobleman of S 

Vor. III. L ciſy 
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cily who was his Friend, expected him at 
Supper. I appointed the Day, the Haur,, 
and the Place of Rendezvous, which was 
at my Houſe. Nanez came, and was ex- 
traordinarily ſurpriv'd to find that I was the 
ſtrange Nobleman, who had invited him 
to Supper. Ves Friend, ſaid I to him, I 
am Maſter of this Houſe. I have an Equi- 
Rage and good Fable, and what's more, a 
tong Box, Is it poſſible, (cry'd he out 
briskly) that I find you again in Opulency? 
How glad am I that I placed you with 
Count Galiano! | faid he was a generous! 
Nobleman, and wou'd not be long be- 
fore he made you eaſy in your Circum- 
ſtances. Undoubtedly. (added he) you 
have. follow'd the good Counſel I 2 
yan, to wink a little at the Steward. I 
congratutate you upon it. Tis only by 
this Condu@ that the Comptrollers grow 
ſo warm in great Houſes, - | 
Het Fabricio applaud himſelf as long as 
he: pleas'd, for having recommended me 
to Count Galiano. After which, to mo- 
derate his Joy for having procured me ſo 
a Poft; I recited ta him the Marks 
of Gratitude wherewith that: Nobleman 
had repaid my Services. But obferving 
that my Poet, during this Relation, ſung 
a! Recaatation within himſelt, I ſaid, Lfor- 
give the Sicliew his lngratitude. _ 
N | 111] 20 
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the Roſe, I have more Reaſon to congra- 
tulate my ſelf than complain. If the Count 
had not us'd me ill, I had follow'd him 
into Sicily, where I ſhou'd ſtill have ferv'd. 
him, in expectation of an uncertain Settle- 
ment: In ſhort, I ſhou'd not have been the 
Duke of Lermas Confident. * 
Nanez was ſo much furpriz'd' at theſe 
laſt Words, that he remain'd ſome Mo- 


ments ſpeechleſs. Then breaking Silence 
on a ſudden, Did I hear right (faid he?) 


What, are you entruſted with the Prime Mi- 
niſtsr”s Secrets © I ſhare his Confidence (re- 
ply'd I) with Don Roariguez de Calderona; 
and, according to al!” Appearances, I ſhall 
go a great way. Indeed Sighior de San- 
tillana: (rejoyn'd he) I. admire you. You 
are capable of difcharging all” ſorts of Em- 
ployments. What Talents! Lou have (to 
uſe an Expteſſion of us Poets) you have 
the univerſal Tool, that is to ſay, you are 
ood at every Tong; As for the reſt, my 
rd, (continu'd he) I am overjoy'd at 
your Lordſhip's Proſperity. O the Devil, 
(aid I, interrupting him,) Monfieur Na- 
»e2, truce with your my Lord, and your 
Lordſhip; let us baniſh thoſe Terms, and 
live always familiarly A . You are 
in the right, (reply'd he;) I ought not to 
look upon you with any other Eye th 

ordinary, tho” you are become” rich, l' 
Ne. L 2  confels 
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confeſs my Weakneſs; I was dazled 
at hearing of your good Fortune; but 
the Miſt is vaniſh'd, and now I only ſee 
my Friend G Blas. * . 
Our Converſation was intertupted by 
the arrival of four or five Clerks: Gentle- 
men (ſaid I, preſenting Nzvez to them) 
vou ſhall-ſup with Signior Don Fabr:- 
cio, who makes Verſes worthy of King 
'* Nama, and writes in Proſe, as no 
body writes. As ill. Luck wou'd have it, 
] ſpoke to Perſons who valu'd. Poetry ſo 
little, that the Poet ſuffer'd ſor it. They 
hardly deign'd to caſt their Eyes on him. 
"Twas in vain for hm to ſay fine Things 
to draw their Attention, they had no Taſte 
for them. He was ſo much piqu'd at it, 
that he took a poetical Licenſe, he got ſli- 
Iy out of the Company and diſappear'd. 
Our Clerks did not perceive bis retiring, 
but ſat down to Table even without en- 
quiting what was become of him. 
Next Morning as 1 had made an end ef 
drefling me, and was juſt upon going out, 
the Aſturian Poet enter'd my Chamber. 1. 
ask your Pardon Friend, (ſaid he) if I diſ- 
- oblig*d your Clerks, but to deal freely, I 
/ was 


— _ 
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'F The 05ſcure Verſes which the Sal'an Prieſts eng 
in their Procęſſns were compos d by Numa. 


was ſo much out of my Element, that I 
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cou'd not ſtay. What haughty Wretches 


with their conceited ſtiff Looks! I can't 
imagine how you, who have bright Parts, 
can ſuit your ſelf to ſuch dull Company? 
To- night (continu'd he) I will bring you 
ſome of a better Taſt. You will oblige 
me therein .(reply'd I) and I truſt to your 
Judgment. You are in the right (re- 
join'd he) I promiſe you ſome of the 
brighteſt and moſt diverting Genius. 

am going directly to a Chocolate Houſe 


where they will meet in a Moment, and 


I will beſpeak them, for fear they ſhou'd 
be engag'd elſewhere; for every one (trives 
who ſhall have them to dinner or ſupper, 
_ are ſo very pleaſant Companians, . + 
At theſe-Words he left me, and at Night 
at Supper-time he came only accompany'd 
with fix Authors, whom he preſented me 
one after another, making their reſpective 
Encomiums. To have keard him, theſe 


Wits ſurpaſs'd the moſt celebrated Wri- Y 


ters of Greece and Italy, and their Works 
(as he ſaid) deſerv'd to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. I receiv'd the Gentimen 
very politely; and even. affected to overs 
whelm them with Civility, for the Nation 
of Authors is a little vain and conceited. 
Altho' I had not order'd Scipio to take 
Care that the Table ſhould be plentifully 


L 3 furfiiſh'd, 
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furniſh'd, yet as he knew what ſort of 
People I was to treat, he had made an 
Addition to each Courſe, 
In ſhort we ſat down to Table very 
merry. My Poets began to extol and cr 
up themſelves. One with a haughty Air 
quoted the great Lords and Women of 
Quality who were raviſh'd with his Muſe. 
Another blaming the Choice that an Aca- 
demy of learned Men had juſt made of 
two Members, ſaid very modeſtly that 
they ought to have choſen him. The 
Diſcourſe of the others was not lefs pre- 
fuming. In the middle of Supper they 
ſtunn'd me with their Verſe and Profe. 
Every one round began to recite a Speci- 
men of his Writings. One repeats a 
Sonnet, another a | an of a Tragedy; 
a Third reads a Criticiſm upon a Comedy. 
A Fourth being willing in his turn to re- 
| hearſe an Ode of Anacreon, tranflated into 
wretched Sparb Verſe, was interrupted by 
one of his Brethren, who tells him he has 
made uſe of an improper Term. The Author 
of the Verſion will by no means agree to 
it. Thence ariſes a Diſpute, wherein all 
the Wits engage. They are divided in 
their Opinions, the Diſputants grow hot, 
they fall to InveQives ; as to that it was 
tolerable, but the furious Madmen riſe 


from Table and fall to boxing. Fabricia, 
Scipio, 
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Scipio, my Coachman, Footman, and my 
felf had no ſmall trouble to part them; 
which aſſoon as we had done, they went 
out of my Houſe as if it had been a Ta- 
vern, without making me the leaſt Excuſe 
for their Incivility. 1 5 
Nane , upon whoſe Word I had pro- 
mis'd my ſelf to ſpend the Evening very 
agreeably, remain'd quite confounded at 
this Adventute: Well, (fays I) Friend, 
will you again cry up your Gueſts ? Faith, 
you have brought me ſcurvy Campa- 
nions. For my Part I'll keep to my 
Clerks, fpeak no more to me of Authors. 
No, I'll take Care (reply'd he) not to in- 
troduce any, more, you have ſcen the moſt 
reaſonable of them. 


2 
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Gil Blas is entirely corrupted at Count. 
Of the Commiſſion given him by tb 
Count de Lemos, and of the In- 


trigue wherein that Nobleman and he 
engag d themſelves. . | 


| A® I was known to be the Duke of Ler- 

> ma's Favourite, I ſoon had a number 
who made their Court to me. My Anti- 
chamber was every Morning crowded with 
Suppliants to whom I gave Andience. at 
my Levee. Theſe conſiſted of two Sorts. 
The one came to engage me to uſe my 


for which they were willing to gratify me; 
the qthers endeavour'd to induce me by 
their Supplications and Prayers to obtain 
what they deſir'd gratis. The firſt were 
ſure of being favourably heard and well - 
ſerv'd. As for the ſecond, I either got 
rid of them immediately by Evaſions and 
Pretences, or amus'd them ſo long that I 
made them loſe their Patience. Before m 

coming to Court I was naturally Compaſ- 


_fionate and Charitable; but when one is 
| | once 


Intereſt for them with the Prime Miniſter, 
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once there, one has no longer any Huma- 
nity, and I became as hard as a Flint. Con- 
ſequently I was cured of my Senſidility for 
my Friends, I put off all. Affection for 
them. The manner of my uſing Joſeph - 
Navarro in a JunQure which I am going 
to relate, will confirm it. . : 
This Navarro, to whom I was fo much 
oblig'd, and who (to ſay all at once) was 
the fitſt. Cauſe of my Fortune, came to me 
one Day. Having expreſs'd a great deal 
of Friendſhip for me, as he was us'd to 
do whenever he ſaw me, he begg'd me to - 
ask a certain Employment of the. Duke de 
Lerma, telling me that the Cavalier. for 
whom he ſollicited was a young Gentleman 
of great Worth and Merit, but that he 


was in need of a Poſt whereon to ſubſiſt. 
I don't at all. doubt, (continu'd. he) but 


as I know you to be obliging and goods 
 humour'd, you will be glad of doing. a 
Service to an honeſt Gentleman who is 
not Rich. I am ſure you will thank me 
for giving you an, Opportunity to exerciſe 
your generous Temper. This was telling. 
me plainly. that this Piece of Service was 
expected for nothing. Altho' this was not 
at all to my Reliſh, I nevertheleſs ſeemd 
entirely diſpos'd to do what was delir'd of 
me. I am overjoy'd (reply'd Ito Navarro) > 


much + - © 


that I am able to give you a Proof how 
| y | 
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much I. am ſenſible of all you have done 
for me. Tis enough that you make In- 
tereſt for any one, that is ſufficient to de- 
termine me to ferve him. Your Friend 
ſhall have the Employment you deſire, de- 
pend upon it, tis now no longer your Bu- 
ſineſs, it is mine. Lu 

Foſeph went away very well ſatisfy'd 
upon this Aſſurance. Nevertheleſs the Pet- 
fon he ſo much recommended had not the 
Place in queſtion. I obtain'd it for ano- 
ther for a thouſand Ducats, which I put 
in my ſtrong Box. I preferr'd this Sum 
to all the Thanks my Clerk of the Kitchen 
wou'd have given me, and faid with a 
mortify*d Air, when we met again, Ah my 
dear Navarro you. thought of ſpeaking to 
me too late. Calderona has prevented me, 
he has given the Employment you men- 
tion'd to another. ] am in deſpair that I - 
have no better News for you. 

Foſeph believ'd me fincerely, and we 
parted better Friends than ever; but 1 fancy 
he ſoon difcover'd the Truth, for he came 
near me no more. I was glad of it; for, 
beſides his Services lying heavy upon me, 
I thought that in the Station wherein I. was. 
at Court, it was no longer proper for me 
to keep Company. with Stewards, 

The Count de Lemos has been forgotten 


2 good white; let us now return to him. 
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I ſometimes waited on him. I had carry'd 
him a thonſand Piſtoles, as has been ſai 
before, and I carry'd him a thouſand more 
by the Duke his Unkle's Order, out of 
Money I had of his Excellency's. That 
Day the Count de Lemos was pleas'd to 
have a long Converſation with me, and in- 
form'd me that he had at laſt attain'd his 
Deſires, that he was the ſole Favourite and 
Confident of the Prince of Spain. After 
this he entruſted me with a very Honou- 
rable Commiſſion, for which he had be- 
fore prepared me. Friend Santillane, 
ſaid he) now you mult beſtir your ſelf. 
pare no Pains to find out ſome young 
Beauty worthy to entertain a gallant Prince. 
You don't -want for Wit, I ſhall ſay no 
more, run, fly, hunt, and when you have 
made a fortunate Diſcovery, come and 
acquaint me. I promis'd the Count to be 
indefatigable in the diſcharge of this Em- 
pioyment, which ought not to be very dif- 

ficult, fince ſo many undertake it.. | 
I was not greatly us'd to this ſort of Of-- 
fice, but I did not doubt Scipio's being ad- 
mirable at this likewiſe. Hereupon when 
I came home I call'd him apart, and told 
him, My Boy, I have a Secret of Impor- 
tance to impart to you, Do you know, 
that in the midſt of Fortune's Favours, I 
nud ſomething wanting. I gan 5 a 
| What 


N 
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What it is (ſaid he, interrupting me with- 
out giving me time to finiſh my Diſcourſe) 
' You wou'd have an agreeable Nymph to 
divert and enliven you. In ſhort, *tis a 
wonder that you have not already had one 
in the prime of your Years, when old grave 
Fellows can't be without. I admire your 
Penetration (reply'd I ſmiting;) Yes Friend, 
tis a Miſtreis I want, and I will have one 
of yur procuring. But I muſt tell you, 
I am very nice in this Point. I muſt have 
a pretty Girl, who has no jilting Tricks, 
You ask (reply'd Scipio) ſomething un- 
common; neverthelets, thank Heaven, we 
are in a City where there are ſome of all 
ſorts, and I hope I ſhall ſoon find one for 
your Purpoſe. 

Accordingly three Days afterwards he 
told me, I have diſcover'd a Treaſure. 
T here is a young Lady, call'd Catalina, of 
a good Family, and an enchanting Beauty, 
who lives under the Government of her 
Aunt, in a little Houſe where they live ve- 
Ty reputably upon their Subſtance, which 
is not conſiderable: I am acquainted with 
their Abigail, and ſhe has juſt aſſut'd me, 
that their Door, tho* not open to any one, 
may however give adinittance to a Gal- 
lant who is rich and generous, provided, 
for fear of Scandal, he will only come 
thither at Night, and without making any 


= 
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Noiſe, Hereupon I have deſcrib'd you as 
a Cavalier who deſerves Admiffion any 
where, and have begg'd Mrs. Chamber- 
maid to propoſe you to the two Ladies: 
She has promis'd me todo it, and bring me 
an Anſwer to-morrow to a Place agreed 
on between both. That is very well (te- 
ply'd I) but I am afraid the Wench. has 
impos'd upon you: No, no (reply'd he) I 
am not a Man to be put es ; I have al- 
ready enquir'd of the Neighbours, and 
from what they have told me, I conclude, 
that Sennora Catalina is a Danae, with 
whom you may play the Zzprter, at the 
Price of a golden Shower. * 
As much as I was prejudic'd againſt this 
kind of good Fortune, I catch'd at this; 
and as the Maid came the next Day to tell 
Scipio, that it ſhou'd be my own Fault if I 
was not introduced to the Ladies that ve- 
ry Night, I ſlipt thither between eleven 
and twelve. The Wench receiv'd me with- 
out any Light, and led me by the Hand in- 
to a pretty handſome Parlour, where. I 
found the Ladies genteely dreſs'd, and ſit- 
ting up on Sattin Cuſhions. As ſoon as they 
perceiv'd me they roſe, and ſaluted me 
with ſuch a noble Air, that I thought I ſaw 
two Perfons of Quality. Tho' the Aunt, 
whoſe Name was Signiora Mencia, was 
ſtill Beautiful, ſhe did not attract my E 78 
* | , 


* 
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»Tis true, her Niece drew all one's At- 
tention, and yet upon a ſtri& Examination, 
one might have ſaid, that ſne was not a 
Nonpareille; but ſhe had ſo many Charms, 
with ſuch an inviting piquant Air, that 
*twas impoſſible for a Man to obſerve her 
DefeQs. | 
Accordingly her Sight dazzled my Sen- 
Tes : I forgot that I was come thither to 
ſollicit for another, I ſpoke for my ſelf, 
and entertain'd her with all the Paſſion of 
a Man deeply enamour'd;. and the little 
* Gipſey, whom I thought thrice as witty as 
ſhe really was (ſo agreeable ſhe ſeem'd in 
my Eyes) compleated her Conqueſt by 
her Anſwers. | began to be no longer 
Maſter of my ſelf, when the Annt inter- 
rupted us, and ſpoke after this manner to 
moderate my Tranſports. Signior de San- 
zillane, I am going to explain my ſelf free- 
ly. I have given you admittance upon the 
good Character 1 have had of you, with- 
out attempting to enhance the Value of 
this Favour by a great many Ceremonies. 
But don't think you are ever the nearer 
for that; I have hitherto brought up my 
Neice very retir'd, and you are (as one 
may ſay) the firſt Cavalier who has had a 
fight of her. If you think her worthy of 
being your Spouſe, I ſhall be overjoy'd at 
| her having that Honour; conlider if {oo 
like- 


— 
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like her at that Price, yon can have her at 
no other. | © 


This home Stroke ſent young Capid 
packing, juſt as the Urchin was going to 
let fly an Arrow at me. To ſpeak with- 
out Metaphor, a Marriage propos'd fo 
bluntly brought me to my ſelf, I imme- 
diatelybecame afaithfal Agentto the Count: 
de Lemos, and Changing my Tone, I made 
Sennora Mencia this Anſwer. Madam, I 
like your Freedom, and. 11 imitate it. 
Whatever Figure I make at Court, Idon't 
deſerve the incomparable Caxalima; I have 
à more glorions Offer in ſtore for her, I 
deſign her for the Prince of Spain. *T was 
enough to refuſe my Neice (reply'd the 
Aunt cooly) that Refuſal, ro my thinking, 
was ſufficiently diſobliging; there was no 
need of adding to it by your unſeaſonable 
Raillery, I don't rally, Madam (cry'd I 
nothing is more ſerious : I have Orders to- 
find a Perſon worthy of receiving the 
Prince of Spain, I have met her in your 
Houſe, I ſet yon down in my Books. 

Signiora Mencia was very much ſurpriz'd 
at theſe Words, which I perceiv'd did not 
diſpleaſe her: Nevertheleſs thinking -ſhe 

ought to appear upon the Reſerve, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd me in this manner. Were I to be- 
lieve you in Earneſt, I wou'd have yon 
know that 1 am not a Woman to be proud 

of 
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of the infamous Honour of ſeeing my 
Neice Miſtceſs to a Prince. My Virtue 
is ſhock d at the Idea ---- You are a very 
pretty Creature (ſaid I, interrupting hery 
with your Virtue! You talk like a fooli 
Cit. What do you banter, to look upon 
theſe Things in a moral Light. Tis de- 
priving them of all their Beauty. One mult 
view them with a favourable Eye; think 
you ſee the Heir of the Crown at the Feet 
of the Fortunate Catalina: Repreſent him 
to your (elf adoring her, and loading her 
with Preſents ; and imagine, that perhaps 
ſhe may bring forth a Hero who may im- 
mortalize both his own Nameand his Mo- 
ther's. | 
Tho' the Aunt deſir'd no better than to 
accept my Propoſal, ſhe pretended not to 
know upon what to reſolve; and Carali- 
na, who wou'd even then have been glad 
to have been ſure of the Prince of Spain, 
affected to be very indifferent; which made 
me begin afreſh to lay ſiege to the Fort, 
till, at Jaſt, the Aunt finding me diſcourag'd, 
and ready to riſe from before the Town, 
beat a Parley, and we drew up a Capitu- 
lation which contain'd the following At- 
ticles. | 3 
_ Firſt, That if the Prince of Spain took 
fire, upon the Report that ſhou'd be made 


him of N and ſhou'd reſolye to 78 
. 4 8 t 
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fit her by Night, I ſhou'd take care to in- 
form the Ladies, as alſo of the Tims. ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. 

Secondly, That the Prince ſhou'd not be 
introduced thither but as an ordinary Ga- 
lant, and that only. attended by me and his 
head Miniſter of Pleaſure, 

After this Agreement, the Aunt» and 
Neice ſhew'd me all the Kindneſs ima- 
ginable, and even, aſſum'd a familiar Air; 
by which, being encourag'd, I ventut'd to 
claſp them in my Arms, which was not 
very ill receiv'd ; and as we. were parting, 
they embrac'd me of themſelyes with all 


the Fondneſs in the World. Tis won» 


derful to ſee. how eaſily your Procurers, 
and the Nymphs who want them, become 
acquainted. One wou'd have ſworn, to 


ſee me go away in ſuch Favour, that I 


had been happier than I was.” | 

The Count de Lemos was over y 
when I told him I had made ſuch a Diſco- 
very as wou'd charm him. I gave him 
ſuch a Character of Catalina, as made him 


deſirous to ſee her; upon which I car- 


ry'd him the next Night, and he own'd I 
had made an excellent Choice. He told 


the Ladies that he did not in the leaſt doubt 


but the Prince of / Spain wou'd be very well 


ſatisfy'd with the Miſtreſs I had pitch d up- 
on, and that on the other hand, ſhe wou d 


have 


— — 
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have Reaſon to be pleas'd with her Lover: 
That the young Prince was Generous, and 
of an exquiſite ſweet Temper; in ſhort, he aſ- 


far'd them;thatin a few Days he wou'd bring 


him juſt as they defir'd, that is to ſay, without 
any Noiſe ot Retinue. Hereupon the Noble- 
man took his Leave of them, and! with- 
drew with him to his Equipage wherein 
we bath came, and which waited for us at 
the End of the Street. After this he ſet me 
downat my Houſe, charging me to inform 
his Unkle the next Morning of this be- 
inning of our Adventure, and to beg him, 
in his Name, to ſend him a thouſand Pi- 

ſtoles to put the finiſhing ſtroke-to it. 
did not fail going the next Day to give 
the Duke of Lerma an exact Account of 
all that had paſs'd. I conceal'd but one 
Thing, I did not mention a Word of Sei- 
pio; I pretended my ſelf to be the Diſco- 
verer of Catalina; for one aſſumes the Ho- 
nout of ertry Thing to one's ſelf amongſt 

great Men. - 
By this I drew ſome Compliments upon 
my ſelf. Mr. Gil Blas, (fays the Mini- 
ſter, with a rallying Air) I am overjoy'd, 
that to all your other T'alents, you have 
alſo that of hunting out Beauties who are 
willing to oblige; when I want one, be 
pleas'd to allow me to addreſs my ſelf to 
you. My Lord (anſwer'd I, in the ſame 
Tone) 
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Tone) I thank you for the Preference; 
but ſuffer me to tell you, that I ſhou'd make 
a Scruple of procuring yourExcellency theſe 
ſorts of Pleaſures, Signior Don Rodragner 
has ſo long been in poſſeſſion of that Em- 
ployment, that it would be an Inzuſtice to 
ſupplant him. The Duke ſmil'd at this 
Anſwer,; then changing the Diſcourſe 
he  ask'd if his Nephew did not want 
Money for this Expedition. Pardon me 
(ſaid l he begs you to ſend him a thou- 
ſand Piſtoles. Wellthen (reply'd the Mi- 
niſtet) you have nothing to do but to.car- 
ry them; bid him not ſpare them, but hu- 
mour the Prince in all the Expences he plea- 
ſes to deſite. 5 
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CHAP. XI. 
0 F the ſecret Vint and Preſents "the 
Prince of Spain made to Catalina. 


* 


1 Went that very Hour to carry ſive hun- 
dred double Piſtoles to the Count de Le- 
mos. You cou'd not have come more à pro- 
pos, faid that Nobleman. I have ſpoken 10 
the Prince, he has bit at the Hook, and 

| * burns 
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burns with impatience to ſee Catalina. He 
will ſteal out of his Palace this very Night 
in order to go thither. Tis a Thing re- 
ſaly'd on. We have already taken our 
Meaſures for that purpoſe. Inform the La- 
dies of it, and carry th:m the Money you 
have brought me; *tis good to ſhew them 
that they are to receive no ordinary Lover; 
beſides, a Prince's Favours ought always 
to precede his Gallantries. . As-you are to 
attend him with me, be ſure to be to-night 
at his. Couc her; beſides, I think it proper 
to uſe your Coach, let it wait for us at 
Midnight near the Palace. | LY 
I. went immediately to the Ladies, but 
did not ſee Catalina; they ſaid ſhe was gone 
to lie down. I ſpoke only to Sennora Men- 
cia. Madam, (ſaid I) I beg you wou'd ex- 
cuſe my appearing at your Houſe in the 
day, but 1 cou'd not help it; I muſt in- 
you that the Prince of Hain will be 
Here to-night ; and here (continu'd I, put- 
ting into her Hands a Bag wherein was the 
| Money) here is an Offering which he ſends |. 
1Y to the Temple of Venus io tender the God- 
1 deſs propitious. You ſee I have not en- 

' Pagedyou in an i} Affair. l'm oblig'd to 
you, (reply'd ſhe) but tell me Signior de 
[| Santillune, does the Prince love Muſick ? 

O yes (rejoyn'd I) to Diſtraction, nothing 
_ Charms him more than a fine Voice, ac- 
| Sh company d 
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company d with a Lute finely touch'd. So 
much the better (cry'd ſhe, tranſported 
with Joy) you rejoyce me in ſo ſaying, 
for my Neice ſings like a Nightingale, and 
touches a Lute to perfection. She even 
dances exquiſitely. Good God, (cry'd I 
in my Turn) theſe are a great many Ac- 
campliſhments, Aunt! A Woman need not 
have ſo many to make her Fortune; one 
of thele Talents is ſufficient for tha. 
Matters being thus prepar'd, I waited 
the Hour of the Prince's Coxchee ; which 
being come, I gave my Coachman his In- 
ſtructions, and rejoin'd the Count de Le- 
mos, who told me that the Prince wou'd 
feign a ſlight Indiſpoſition to get the ſoon- 
er rid of all Company, and that he wou'd” 
even go to Bed, to perſwade them the bet- 
ter that he was fick ; but that he wou'd 
riſe again in an Hour, and wou'd come by 
a private Door dowa the Back-ſtairs 
led into the Court- Vara. 
Having thus inſtru@ed me in what had 
been concerted between them, he poſted 
me in a Place by which he aſſur'd me they : * 
muſt paſs. I danc'd Attendance fo long, 
that I began to think our Gallant had ta- 
ken another way, or had loſt the Deſire of 
ſeeing Catalina; as if Princes did not re- 
tain ſuch Fancies till they had fatisfy*d_- 
them. In ſhort, I imagin'd they had for- 
gotten 
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gotten me, when I was accoſted by two: 

en, whom finding to be thoſe I wanted, 
I conducted them to my Coach, wherein” 
they both got. As for me, I fat by the 
Coach-man to ſerve him for a Guide, and 
made him ſtop about fifty Paces from the 
Ladies. I gave my Handto the Prince and 
his Companion, to help them down, after 
which we walk'd to the deſit' d Houſe, the 
Door whereof open'd at our approach, and 
was ſhut as ſoon as we were got in. 

We were at firſt in the fame Darknefs" 
as I was the firſt Time, tho' to make ſome 
Diſtinction, they had faſten'd a little Lam 
to the Wall, but the Light it caſt was ſo 
dull, that we cou'd only perceive it, with- 
out having any Benefit from it. All this 

only ſetv'd to render the Adventure more 
agreeable to our Hero, who was deeply 
ſmitten at che fight of the Ladies, When 
they receiv'd him in a Parlour illumins+ 
ted with awaſt number of Tapers, which 
made amends for the Darkne ſs that reign'd 
in the Court-yard. The Aunt and the 
Neice were ina gallant Deſbabille, wheres 
in there was ſuch a mixture of Coquetry as 
made it not ſafe to ſee them. Our Prince 
wou'd have been very well contented wirh 
the Sennora Mencia, if he had not had 
Choice, but the Charms of the young _ a 
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talina carry'd the Day, as in Reaſon they 
ou ggg. r TS 
ell, my Prince (ſaid the Count de 
Lemos), cou'd we have procur'd you the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing two handſomer Perſons ?e. 
I thiak them both raviſhing (reply'd the 
Prince) and I ſhou'd be very ſure not to 
carry my Heart back again, fince it cou'd. 
not efcape the. Aunt, if the Neice could 
poſſibly fail of the Conqueſt. 
After a Compliment ſo. gracious for the. 
Aunt, he ſaid, a thouſand. ſoft Things to 
Catalina, who anſwer'd them with a great 
deal of Wit. As ſuch honeſt Fellows, as 
act the Part I did, ate allow'd. to joyn in 
Converſation with the Lovers, provided. 
tis to, add Fewel to the Fite, I told. the 
Gallant that his Nymph ſung and. plaid. on 
the Lute to Perfection. He was charm'd ae 
hearing ſhe had theſe Talents, and preſfs'd. 
her to give him. a. Specimen.. She yielded 
graceluly to his Latreaties, and taking a 
Lute ready tun d, play'd ſome tender als 
and ſung after ſuck a moving, manner, that 
the Prince fell at her Feet quite tranſported. 
with Love and Pleaſure. But let us draw 
the Curtain over this Picture. L ſhall. only 
add, that the Heir to the Crown of Hain 
was plung'd in ſuch a. ſoft bewitching Ec- 
| ſfaſy, that Hours ſeem'd as Moments, and 
"us we were oblig'd to force him from this 
a dangerons + 
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dangerous Houſe, becauſe of the approach 
of Day. The Gentlemen - Undertakers' 
carry'd him quickly back to the Palace, 
and left him in his Apartment. They went 
afterwards to their own Lodgings, as well 
ſatisfy*'d with having fitted him with a Jilt, 
as if they had concluded his Marriage with 
a Princeſs. 8 1 | 

Next Morning I acquainted the Duke 
of Lerma with this Adventure, for he 
wou'd be inform'd of all ; and as I was 
finiſhing the Recital, the Count de Lemos 
came in, and told us: The Prince of Spain 
is ſo much -charm'd with Catalina, and 


has taken fuch a Fancy to her, that he pro- 


oſes'to viſit her often, and keep to her.' 
e wou'd have ſent her two thouſand 
Piſtoles worth of Jewels, but he has not 
the Money. He has addreſſed himſelf to 
me: Dear Lemos (ſaid he) you mult pro- 
cure me that Sum immediately. I know 


very well that I put you to an Inconveni- 


ence, and drain you; accordingly l eſteem 
my ſelf very much oblig'd to you ; and if 


ever I am in a Capacity to acknowledge 


any other Way than by my Affection, all 
that you have done for me, you ſhall not 
repent your having oblig'd me. My 
Prince (ſaid I) I have Friends and Credit, 


I will fetch you what you defire. | 
| 5 | N 
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'Tis not hard to ſatisfy him (faid the 
Duke to his Nephew) Santillane ſhall bring 
you the Money; or, if you will, he ſhall 
himſelf buy the Jewels, tor he is a perfe& 
Judge of them, eſpecially of Rubies. 1s 
not this true, G. Blas (continu'd he, look 
ing at me with a malicious Smile?) How 
ill-natut'd are you, my Lord, (teply'd I!) 
I ſee you have a mind to make the Count 
merry at my Expence. It was juſt ſo. The 
Nephew ask'd what Myſtery was therein. 
Nothing, (reply'd the Miniſter laughing :) 
Only Santillane thought fit one Day to 
change a Diamond for a Ruby, and this 
Exchange prov*'d neither to his Honour nor 
Advantage. | £23 

I had been too happy, ifthe Miniſter had 
ſaid no more, but he took the pains to re- 
late the Trick which Camilla and Don Ra- 
phael had play'd me in a ready-furniſh'd 
he ia and to enlarge particularly upon 
the molt diſagreeable Circumſtances. His 
Excellency: having diverted himſelf ſuffici- 
ently, order'd me to attend the Count 4e 
Lemos, who carry'd me to a Jeweller's, 
where wechoſe the precious Stones, which 
we went to ſhew the Prince; after which, 
they were entruſted with meto carry them 
to Catalina, This done, I went to my 
Lodging to fetch two thouſand Piſtoles of 
the Duke's Money to pay the Jeweller. 

Vol. III. M Tis 
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Tis needleſs to ask whether I was re- 
ceiv'd graciouſly next Night when I pro- 
duced the Preſents of my Embaſſy, which 
conſiſted of a fine Ring for the Aunt, and 
a pair of Pendants for the Neice. Being 
both charm'd with theſe Marks of the 
Prince's Love and Generoſity, they began 
to talk like a couple of Parrots, and to 
thank me for having procured them ſuch 
a good Acquaintance. They forgot them 
ſelves in the exceſs of their Joy, and let 
fall ſome Words which made me ſuſpect 
that Ihad helped our great Monarch's Son 
to a Cheat. That I might be aſſur'd whe- 
ther I had perform'd this fine Maſter-piece, 
I withdrew with a Deſign to come to an 
Eclairciſſement with Scipio. | 
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ho Catalina was. The Perplexity 
Gil Blas, his Diſquiet, and wh 
Precaution he was oblig* 
compoſe bis Mind. | 


W HEN I got Home, I heard a great 
Noiſe, and upon asking the Cauſe, 
was told that *cwas Scipio, who” that 

Night was entertaining half a dozen Friends 
at er. They ſang as if they wou'd 7? 
rend their Throats, and broke out into 
ſuch long Fits of Laughter, that I am well 
aſſur'd this was none of the Banquets of 
the ſeven wiſe Men. 

The Maſter of the Feaſt being inform'd 
of my Arrival, ſaid to his Company: Gen- 
tlemen, 'tis nothing, only my Patron is 
come home, Don't let that conſtrain you. 
Be merry ſtill; Iwill but ſpeak two Words | 
to him, and return to you in a moment. At 
theſe Words he came to me: What a 
noiſe is there (ſaid I ?) What ſort of People 
are you treating below? Are they Poets ? 

No indeed (reply'd he) *twou'd be a pity 

to throw away your Wine upon ſuch Fei - 

lows. I make a better Uſe of it. I have 
M 2 among 
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among my Gueſts a young Man who is 
very rich, and deſires your Intereſt to 
get him an E 3 for which he 
will pay you. The Entertainment is for 
him ; every Glaſs he drinks I encreaſe the 
Preſent he is to make you ten Piſtoles, and 
il keep him to it till Day, O! upon 
that footing (ſays I) get you gone to your 
Company, and don't ſpare my Wine. 

I did not think it at all ſeaſonable to 
mention any thing to him then of Catalina; 

but next Morning when I roſe, I ſpoke to 
him thus : Friend Scipio, you know after 
what manner we live together: I rather 
uſe you like a Companion than a Dome- 
ſtick ; for which Reaſon you wou'd be in 
the wrong to cheat me as a Maſter : There- 
fore let us have no Secrets between us: 1 
am going to inform you of a Thing that 
will ſurprize you; and you, on the other 
hand, ſhall tell me what you think of the 
two Women with whom you have brought 
me acquainted. Under the Roſe, I ſu- 
ſpe& them to be two Sharpers, and by ſo 
much the more Cunning, as they affect ſo 
much Simplicity. If I do them Juſtice, 


7 the Prince of Spain has no great Cauſe to 


commend me, for I own 'twas for him I 
ask'd you for a Miſtreſs. I have carry'd 
him to Catalina, and he is fallen in Love 
+ With her. Sir (reply'd Scipio) you uſe me 

"I | | too 


too well for me to be infiacere with you. 


I had yeſterday a private Conver ſation with © | 


theſe. two Heroines Waiting-woman, who 
told me their Hiſtory, which feem'sd to 
me diverting. - I will celate it to you ſuc- 
cinaly. | 7 
Catalina (continu'd he) is Daughter t 
a little Arragonian Gentleman; being leſt 
at fifteen an Orphan as poor as ſhe is 
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pretty, ſhe gave ear to an old Comman- 
der, who conducted her to Toledo, where 
he dy'd in fix Months, after having rather 


liv'd with her like a Father than a Hus- 


band. She gather'd together her Inheri- 


tance, which conſiſted of ſome Cloaths, 


and three hundred Piſtoles in ready Money; 
after which ſhe enter'd into a League with 


Sennora Mencia, Who was till FANG, 


tho* upon the decline. Theſe two goo 


Friends liv'd together, and began to keep 
ſuch a Houſe that the Officers of Juſtice © 
wou'd have taken Cognizance of it. This 


diſpleas'd our two Adventurers, ſo that 
out of Spight they quitted Toledo very ab- 
ruptly, and came to ſettle at Madrid, where 
they have liv'd for about two Years with- 


out viſiting any Lady in the Neighbour- 
hood. But hear the beſt of it; they have 
hired two little Houſes, ſeparated only by 
a Wall; one may go from one to t'other 


by a Staircaſe that has a Communication 
M 3 with 


——— — — 
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lives in the one with a young Chamber- 


* A * = 
— — — 2 — by — — — 23 0 _ 4 a Þr w - — _ _ 2 — - = 
& ME. . 995 8 2 * 28 "41 Jan ES — * . = 
- — 2 L - - 7 z - 
> _ s —— - — * — - - 2 
3 , F G —_— — m o 
r rr e Ir" * 4 * * * 
4 - ” - 
be 

= * * 


— — — 


with both in the Cellars. Sennora Mencia 


maid, and the Commander's Dowager 
has the other with an old Duegna whom 
me makes paſs for her Grand-mother. So 
that our Arragonian is ſometimes a Neice 
brought 'up by her Aunt, and ſometimes 


an Orphan educated under the Wing of 


her Grand- mother. When ſhe acts the 
Part of the Neice, ſhe is call'd Catalina; 
and when ſhe paſſes for the Grand-child, 
me is nam'd Sirena. | 3 

At the Name of Sirena, I interrupted 
Scipio, and turn'd pale. What is it you 
tell me (ſaid ]?) Alas! I am afraid this 
curs'd Arragonian is Calderona's Miſtreſs. 


Ves indeed (reply'd he) 'tis the very ſame; 


J thought you would rejoice at hearing 
this News. You don't think what you 
ſay (anſwer'd I;) 'tis more likely to cauſe 
me Trouble than Joy: Don't you ſee the 
Conſequence? No, faith (rejoin'd Scipio) 
what Misfortune can happen? Don Ko- 
driguez is not fare of diſcovering what 


paſſes; and if you are afraid he ſhou'd, you 


have nothing to do but to prepoſſeſs the 
Miniſter againſt him. Acquaint him with 


the whole Affair fincerely ; he will ſee 
your Honeſty ; and if Calderona ſnou'd 


attempt after that to do you ill Offices 


with his Excellency, he will find that 5 
b only 
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only endeavours to hurt you out of a Spi- 
rit of Revenge. 

Scipio, by this Diſcourſe, baniſh'd 
my Fear. I follow'd his Counſel, an 
infotm'd the Duke of Lerma of this fatal 
Diſcovery. I even affected to pt on a 
melancholy Air in giving him this Agcount, 
to perfuade him that I was extreamly. mor- 
tify'd at having innocently -procur'd the 
Miſtreſs of Don Rearignez for the Prince; 
but the Miniſter, far'from pitying his Fa- 
vourite, did but make a Jelt on't. After 
this, he bid me go on my on way, and 
ſaid that after all *twas a Glory for Calae- 


rona to love the ſame Lady as the Prince 


of Spain, and to be no worſe treated than 


him. I alſo related the Caſe ta the Count 


de Lemos, who aflured me of his Pro- 
tection, if the firſt Secretary ſhou'd happen 
to find out the Intrigue, and attempt to 
undermine me in the Duke's Favour. |; 
Thinking by this management that I had 


deliver'd my Bark from Ship-wreck, Ino 


longer fear'd any thing; I again attended 
the Prince to Catalina, alias the handſome 


Sireua's, who had Art enough to find Ex. 
cuſes to keep Don Rodrignet at a Diſtance, + 


and rob him of thoſe Nights ſhe was o- 
bliged to give to his illuſtrious Rival. 


M4 CHAP. 


 _— - 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Gil Blas continues to act the Lord. | He 
hears: News of his Family. What 
Impreſſon it makes upon him. He 
quarrels with Fabricio. | 


I Have already ſaid that my Anti-chamber 
was crowded with Perſons who came 
to make me Propoſals. But I wou'd not 
receive them by Word of Mouth; but 
following the Cuſtom of the Court, or 
\ rather to make my ſelf ſeem a Man of Im- 
portance, I faid to each Petitioner, give 
me a Memorial in Writing. I was ſo us'd 
to this, that I repeated one Day the ſame 
to my Landlord, who came to tell me 
that I ow'd him a Year's Rent. As for 
my Butcher and my Baker they ſpar'd me 
the Pains, they were ſo exact in bringing 
in their Bills every Month. Scipio (who 
ap'd me ſo well, that one might have ſaid 
that the Copy equall'd the Original) us'd 
Perſons in the ſame manner who addreſs'd 
themſelves to him, to deſire him to engage 
me to ſerve them. 

] had yet another ridiculons Cuſtom, for 
which I don't pretend to excuſe my ſelf 0 
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I was Fool enough to ſpeak of the greateſt 


Noblemen as if I had been one of their Rank. 
For Inſtance, if I had Occafionto Name the 


Duke 4 Ofſ#na, the Duke & Alba, or the © 


ps de Medina Sidonia, I ſaid without 
eremony d' Alba, d O una, and Medina Si- 
donia. In ſhort, I was become ſo proud and 
ſo vain, that I had forgot my Father and Mo- 
ther. Alas poor Duegua, and poor Gentleman 
of the Horſe, I nevec enquir'd whether you 
liv'd happily or miſerably in Aſturia! I did 
not ſo much as think of you. The Court 
has the Virtue of the River Lethe, it makes 


us forget both our Parents and Friends 


when they are in a low Condition. 

I thought then no more of my Family, 
when a young Fellow came to me one 
Morning, who (aid that he wanted to ſpeak 
to me one Word in private. I carry'd 
him into my Cloſet, and without offering 
him a Chair, becauſe he ſeem'd of com- 


mon Rank, I ask'd what he wou'd have | 


with me. Signior Gl Blas, (aid he) what, 
don't you recolle& me? *T was in vain for 
me to obſerve him attentively, I was o- 
blig'd to tell him that his Features were ut- 


terly unknown to me. I am (reply'd he) 


one of your Country-men, born even at 
Oviedo, and Son to Bertrand Muſtada the 
Grocer who lives near your Unkle the 


Canon. I remember you very well, we 
M s have 


— — 
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have both of us play'd together a thouſand 
times at the * Gallina-Cie n 5 
I hape but a confus'd Idea (anſwer'd 1) 
of the Amuſements of my Infaucy; the 
Cares that have fince taken up my Time 
have baniſh'd them my Memory. -1 am 
come to Madrid (ſaid he) to reckon with 
my Father's Correſpondent ; I heard talk 
of you; and was inform'd that you was 
Well ſettled at Court, and already as 
Rich as a Few, I congratulate you there- 
upon, and ſhall overjoy your Family, at 
my Return, by acquainting them with ſuch 
agreeable News. 8 
I cou'd not handſomely diſpenſe with 
asking in what Condition he had left my 
Father, Mother, and Unkle; but 1 ac- 
quitted my ſelf ſo cooly, that I gave the 
_ Grocer no Reaſon to admire the Force of 
Nature. He ſeem'd ſhock'd at the Indif- 
ference. which I ſhow'd for Perſons who 
ought to have been ſo dear ro me; and as 
he was a down-right clowniſh Lad, I 
thought (aid he bluntly) you had more 
Tenderneſs and Affection for your Rela- 
tions. With what a cool Air do you en- 
quire after them? Know that your Father 


and Mother are ſtill in Service, and that 
the 


9 


Blind- man; Buff. 


j . * 
Chap. 13. FG II. BL AS. 2x1 
the good Canon Gil Peres is going to his 
Grave loaden with Years. and luficmities. 
Oue muſt have natuml Affection; and 
ſince you are in a Condition to do ſervice 
to your Parents, I adviſe you as a Friend 
to knd them every Veat two hundred Pi- 
ſtoles. You will make their Lives eaſy 
aud happy by this Supply; without incom- 
moding your ſelf. fp : RY, 
Inſtead of being moy'd at the Deſcrip- - 
tion he gave of my Family, I was only 
_ offended with the Liberty he took to ad- 
viſe me without my deſiring it. Perhaps + 
he might have per ſuaded me with mote 
Addreſs; but he only incens'd me by his 
Freedom. He perceiv'd it by my ſullen 
Silence, and continuing his Exhortations 
more out of Malice than Charity, I grew 
impatient. O! *cis too much (reply'd I, 
in 3 Paſſion.) Go Mr. Muſcada, meddle 
only with what concerns you. Tis ver 
fit tor you to iuſttuct me in my Duty. 


— 5 
e 
* 


know better than you what I bave to do 


on this Occalion. Havigg finiſh'd theſe 
Words, 1 thruſt the Grocer out of my. 


Cloſet, and ſent him back to Oviedo to ſell % 


Pepper and Cloves. 3 
However what he had ſaid to me made 
an Impte fſion upon my Mind; and re- 
proaching my ſeif for being an unnatural 
Son, I began to telent. I cali*d to ge- 
| memorance 


* 


—— IIS 
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membrance the Care they had taken of me 
and of my Education in my Infancy. 1 
tepreſented to my felf what I ow'dͤ to my 
Parents; and my Reflections were attend 
ed with ſome grateful Tranſports, which 
nevertheleſs ended in nothing. My In- 
gratitude quickly ſtifled them, and they 
were ſucceeded by a profound Oblivion. 
There are many Fathers who have Chil- 
dren of the ſame Stamp. 

My Temper was entirely changed by 
the Avatice and Ambition which poſleſs'd 
me. I loſt all my Gayety. I became. 
thoughtful and melancholy ;-in a word, 
an Aſs. Fabricto ſeeing me entirely taken 
up with the Care of ſacrificing all to For- 
rune, and very much diſengag'd from the 
Friendſhip I had for him, very ſeldom 
troubled me with his Company. He cou'd 
not even forbear telling me ſo one Day: In 
truth, Gi Blas, you are no more the ſame 

Man. Your Mind was always eaſy before 
you came to Court; now you are in a conti- 
nual Hurry, Vou form Project upon Pro- 
ject to enrich your ſelf, and the more Mo- 

ney you get, the more you covet. Be- 

fides this, ſhall 1 ſpeak it to yon? You 
have no longer that open Heart, that free 

Behaviour wherein the Charms of Friend- 

ſhip conſiſt : On the contrary, you are re- 

ſery'd, and hide from me the inward — 
ce 


1 


1 
* 


Chap. 13. of GIL BLA S. 273 
ceſſes of your Soul. leven obſerve that 
your Civilities are conſtrain'd. In ſhort, 
Gil Blas is no more the ſame Gil Blas w 
was my Acquaintance. * A 
Without doubt you jeſt (reply'd I, with 
a cool Air;) I don't perceive any Altera- 
tion in my ſelf. ?*Tis not by your own 
Eyes (ſaid he) that you muſt be judg'd ; 
they have a Miſt before them. Believe me, 
the Metamorphoſis is but too real. Speak 
to me fincerely Friend, do we converſe 
together as formerly? When I us'd to 
knock at your Door in a Morning, you 
wou'd come and open it your ſelf, often- 
times half aſleep, and I enter'd without Ce- 
remony. But what a Difference to Day! 
you have Footmen; and I muſt wait in 
the Anti- chamber *till my Name is carry*d 
in. After all this, how do you receive 
me? With a ſrozen Complaiſance, as if 
you was a Lord. One wou'd think that 
my Viſits began to grow troublefome; and 
do you think that ſuck a Reception can be 
agreeable to a Man who has known you 
his Companion? No, Santillana, no. 
Tis by no means ſuitable to my Humour; 
farewell; let us part Friends; let us both 
rid our ſelves, the one of a Cenfor of 
his Actions, and the other of an Upſtart 


& 1 


— 


who forgets himſelf, 
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I was more incens'd than mov'd at his Re- 
ptroaches; and ſuffer'd him to go, with- 
out the leaſt attempt to ſtay him. Jn the 


_ Condition I was then in, the Friendſhip of 


à Poet did not ſeem to me ſo valuable, as 


that I ſhou'd afflict my ſelf for the lofs of 


it. I found the means to comfort my ſelf, 
in the Converſation of ſome of the King's 
Under - Officers, with whom a Conformity 
of Temper had within a little while united 


me ſtrictliy. Theſe new Acquaintance 


were Men moſt part of whom came from 
God knows where, and whoſe lucky Stars 


had advanced them to their Poſts. They 
all liv'd already at their Eaſe, and theſe 
Wiretches aſetibing the Favours the King 
heap'd on them only to their own Merit, 


had forgot themſelves as much as IJ. We 
imagin'd our ſelves Perſons of great Con- 
ſequence. O Fortune! thus do you moſt 
commonly diſpenſe your Favours. The 
Storck Epictetus was in the right in com- 


_ paring you to a young Lady of Quality 


that proſtitutes her ſelf to her Foot- 
men. 0 


THE 
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DE SANTILLANE. 


BOOK III. 

GC AS. Ie 
Scipio won'd have Gil Blas mary, 

and propoſes to him the Daughter of... 

4 famous rich Goldſmith, _ What” 
Steps were taken accordingly. 


1 


„ 


#3 NE Night, the Company being 
8 le you that Supp'd with me, and 
S275 being alone with Scipio, 1 ask'd 


| WS what he had been doing that Day. 

A Maſter-piece, (anſwer'd he) I am going 

to marry you, I am procuring you he 
? omy 


* * 4 = A 
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only Daughter of a Goldſmith ef my Ac- 
quaintance. | | 

- A Goldſimith's Daughter L I, with 
a ſcornful Air ;) have you loſt your Senſes ? 
Can you propoſe me a Citizen? Methinks, 
when one has ſome Merit, and is upon a 
certain Footing at Court, one ought to 
have more elevated Views. Ah, Sir, 
anſwer'd Scipio, don't take it after that 
manner. Remember that *tis the Man who 
enobles a Family, and be not more nice 
than a thouſand Lords whom I cou'd name 
to you. Know that the Heireſs in queſtion 
is worth a hundred thouſand Ducats. Is 
not that a fine Piece of Goldſinith's Ware? 
When I heard talk of ſuch a vaſt Sum, I 
became more tractable. I ſubmit (ſays I, 
to my Secretary) the Portion determines 
me. When ſhall I receive it? Softly, Sir, 
(reply*d he) a little Patience. I muſt firſt 
break the Matter to the Father, and diſpoſe 
him to approve of it. Very fine, (cry'd 
I, burſting out a laughing) is that to be 
done yet? Here's a Marriage finely advan- 
ced. More than you think for (rejoia'd 
he.) I deſire but one. Hour's Convert ſa- 
tion with the Goldſmith, and Þ11 anſwer 
for his Conſent, But before we proceed 
any further, let us come to a Compoſition, 
if you pleaſe. . Suppoſe I procure you 


a hundced thouſand Ducats, how: _— 
| Wil 


* 


— 
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will fall to my ſhare? Twenty thouſand re- 
ply'd I. Heav'n be prajs'd, (ſaid he ) 1 
had confin'd your Acknowledgements to 
ten thouſand, You ate more generous by 
half than me. Come on, I'll enter upon 
this Negotiation to-morrow, and you may 
depend upon it 1 ſhall ſacceed, or ſay" 
am an As. n ; 

Accordingly, two Days afterwards he 
ſaid to me: 1 have ſpoken to Signior Ga» 
briel Salers ; for ſo was my Goldſmith” 
call'd. I have extoll'd your Merit and In- 
tereſt ſo much, that he gave Ear to the 
Propoſal J made of accepting you for his 
Son- in- Law. Vou are to have his Daughter 
with a hundred thouſand Ducats, provided 
you let him plainly ſee that you are in 
the Miniſter's Favour. If 'tis ſo,” (ſaid ! 
then to Scipio) I ſhall ſoon be marry d. 
But to the Matter in hand, have — * 
the Daughter? Is ſhe handſome? Not ſo 

reeable as her Portion (anſwer'd he.) 
Under the Roſe, this rich Heireſs is no very - 
charming Creature. By good Fortune you 
don't value that. Faith, no Boy (reply'd I.) 
We Courtiers marry only for the Sake of 
marrying. As for Beauty we look for that 
in our Neighbours Wives; and if by 
chance our own ſhou'd happen to be hand- 
ſome, we mind them ſo little, that they do 
us but Juſtice if they puniſh us for * * 

| is 


* 
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This is not all, rejoyn'd Scipio: Signior 
Gabriel invites you to Supper to-night, 
but”tris agreed beforehand, that not a Word 
is to be ſaid of Marriage. There are alſo 

to de ſeveral Merchants his Friends, where 
you will be only as a fimple Gueſt, and 
to-morrow he will come and ſup with 
you after the ſame manner. You ſee by 
this, that he is a Man who will ſtudy 
your Temper before he proceeds any far- 
ther. ”T will be proper for you to be a little 
upon your Guard before him. O Gad- 
200ks (interrupted I with an Air of Confis 
dence) let him examine me as much as he 
pleaſes, I can lofe nothing by this Scru- 
tiny. | 
This was punctually executed. I 
conducted to the Goldſmith's, who re- 
geiv'd me as familiarly as if we had ſeen 
each other already ſeveral times. *T'was 
a good Citizen, who was(as we ſay) po- 
lite even to be fatiguing. He prefented me 
to Sennora Eugenia his Wife, and young Ga- 
briela his Daughter. I made thema num- 
der of Compliments, without contravening 
the Treaty. I ſaid a great many fine No- 
wm the right Phraſes of a Courtier. 
abriela, no diſpraiſc to my Secretary, 
did not ſeem diſagreeable to me; whether 
twas becauſe ſne was extraordinarilydrefs'd, 
ot becauſe my Eyes were dazled with her 


— 
* 
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Fortune. Signior Gabriel's is a pretty 
ſort of a Houſe ; I believe there is mote 
Silver than in the Mines of Pera. Where- 
ever one turn'd one's Eyes, this Metal 
firnck one's Sight under different iForms.. 
E very Room, and particularly that where 
we were, was a Treaſure. What a fine 
Show was that for a Son-in-law'! Signi- 
or Gabriel, that he might do more Honour 
to his Entertainment, bad provided five or 
fix Merchants, all tireſome grave Perſons. 
They talk'd only of Commerce; and one 
might have ſaid, that their Converſation 
was rather a Conference of Traders than 
the Converſation of Friends invited to Sup- 


= 


Er. | | 

: I entertain'd the Goldſmith in my turn 
the next Evening. Not being able to dazle 
him with my Plate, I had fecourſe to a- 
nother Illuſion. I invited ſuch of my 
Friends to Supper, as made the beſt Figure 
at Court, and whom 1 knew to be fo Am- 

bitious, as to ſet no Bounds to their De- 
fires. Theſe Gentlemen talk'd only of 
their future Grandeur, and of the great 
and ſplendid Poſts to which they aſpir'd. 
T his-produced the defir'd Effect; the Gold- 
fmith,dazled with their grand Idea's, thought 
himſelf, in ſpight of all his Riches, but a 
petty Mortal in compariſon of theſe Gen- 
try. As for my part, pretending to be mo- 
* deͤetate, 
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derate, I ſaid that 1 ſhou'd content my ſelf 
with a middling Fortune, as twenty thou- 
ſand Ducats a Year. Whereupon theſe: 
Wretches, who were never to be ſatisfy'd; 
With Honour or Riches, cry'd out that I 
was in the Wrong, and that being as I 
was the Favourite of the Prime Miniſter, 
I ought not to confine my ſelf to ſo little. 
My intended Father-in-law loſt- not one 
Tittle of thefe Words, and I fancy'd that 
I obſery'd, as he was taking leave, that he 

was prodigiouſly delighted. | 
Scipio did not fail going in the Morn- 
ing to ask how he lik'd me, to which he 
anſwer'd, I am charm'd with him; the 
young Fellow has won my Heart. But 
(continu'd he) Mr. Scipio, I conjure you 
by our old Acquaintance, tell me fjacere- 
15 we have all our Failings as you are 
enſible, let me know that of the Signior 
de Santillane. Is he a Gameſter? Does he 
Wench? What is his predominant Vice? 
I beg you not to conceal it from me. 'Sig- 
nior Gabriel (reply'd the Go- between) you 
affront me by asking me this Queſtion : I 
am more your Friend than my Maſter's ; 
if he had any ill Habit that might render 
your Daughter unhappy, think you I ſhou'd 
have propos'd him for your Son-in-law ? 
No Faith! 1 am too much your humble 
Servant. But entre noxs, | find no or 
ault 


j a 
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fault in him but that of having none. He 
is too provident for a young Man. So much 
the better, (reply'd the Goldſmith) that 
pleaſes me. Go, Friend; you may af 
fure him he ſhou'd have my Daughter, if 
he were not a Fayourite of the Prime Mi- 
niſter's. b 

My Secretary had no ſooner given me 
an Account of this Converſation, but F 
ran to Salero's to thank him for his favou- 
rable Opinion of me. Hehad declared al- 
ready his Will to his Wife and Daughter, 
who by their Reception gave me to under- 
ſtand, that they ſubmitted without Repug- 
nance. Upon this, I carry'd the Signior 
to the Duke of Lerme's, whom I had pre- 
par'd the Evening before, and I preſented 
him to hisExcelleney, who welcom'd him 
with a graceful Air, and expreſg'd a great 
deal of Joy, that he had choſen for his Son- 
in-law'a Man for whom he had a great 
Kindneſs, and whom he deſfign'd-to ad- 
vance. He afterwards enlarg'd upon my 
= Qualities, and in ſhort, ſpoke ſo much 
n my Favour, that honeſt Gabriel thought 
he had met in me the beſt Match in Spain 
for his Daughter: He was ſo overjoy'd,. 
that he could hardly forbear weeping. Hie 
embrac'd me cloſely upon our parting, and 
ſaid to me, Son, I am ſo impatient to ſee 


vou 
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you Gabrielas Husband, that I will not des 
fer it above a Week at moſt. | 
CHAP. II. 
By what Chance Gil Blas remember'd 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva, and of the 


Service he did him meerly out of Vas 
ay. 


LE T's leave the Marriage for a Minute, 
the Order of my Hiſtory demands it, 
and requires my relating the Service I did 
Don Alphonſo my old Maſter. I had en- 
tirely forgot that Cavalier, and *twas upon 

this Occaſion that I recollected him. 
It happen'd that the Government of 
the City of Julencia was vacant. Up- 
on hearing this News, I thought of Don 
Alphonſo. de Leyva, I confider'd that 
this Employment wou'd ſuit him to a 
Tittle, and reſolv'dto ask it for him, more 
out of Oftentation than Friendſhip. I 
repreſented to my ſelf, that it wou'd do 
me an infinite Honour if I obtain'd it. 
Hereupon I addreſs'd my ſelf to the Duke 
de Lerma, and told him, that having been 
Steward to Don Ceſar de Leyva and his 
Son, and having all the Reaſon in the world 
„ .to 


| | | , 
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to ſpeak in their Favour, I took the Li- 
berty to beg him to grant the Government 
of Valencia either to the one or the other. 
The Duke anſwer'd me, Wich all my Heart: 
Gil Blas, I love to ſee you grateful and 
generous ; beſides, you intercede for a Fa- 
mily whom 1 eſteem. The-Leyvas are the 
King's good Subjects; they deſerve. the 
Place very well; you may diſpoſe of it as 
you pleaſe; I give it you for a Marriage 
reſent. | 

Raviſh'd with having ſucceeded in 1 

Al- 


Deſigu, I went without loſing time to C 
derona, to draw up the Patent for Don 
phonſo: There I ſaw a great number of Per- 
ſons waiting, till Don Kodrigueꝝ ſnould 
pleaſe to give them Audience; I paſs'd-thro? 
the Crowd to the Cloſet Door, which was 
open'd on my appearing. There I found” 
I know not how many Knights, Com- 
manders, and other Perſons of Condition, 
to whom Calderona gave Audience by 
Turns. *T was worth obſerving the di 
ferent manner he receiv'd them. To one 


he wou'd only give a little Nod with his 


Head; to another he wou'd make a Bow, 
and conduct him to the Cloſet- Door. 
He put (as one may ſay) Shades of Reſpect 
in the Compliments he paid to every one. 
On the otherhand 1 pereeiv'd ſome Ca- 
valiers who (being ſhock' d with: 


Regard 


the liteile 
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Regard he fhew'd them) curs'd in their 
Hearts the Neceſſity that oblig'd them to 
eringe to ſuch an Upſtart. On the con- 
trary, I ſaw others who laugh'd within 
themſelves at his ridiculous Infolence. I 
made theſe Obſervations in vain, I was not 
capable of drawing any Advantage thence 


to my ſelf; I did the ſame at my Houſe,- 


and neither valu'd whether they approv' 
or blam'd my haughty Behav 
ded it procur'd.me Reſpect. 

Don Rodriguez having - 
on me by Chance, left a Gentleman who 
was talking to him, very abruptly, and 
came to embrace me with ſuch Demon- 
trations of Friendſhip as ſurpriz'd me. Ah 
my dear Brother (cry'd he) what has pro- 
cur'd me the Pleaſure of ſeeing you here? 


What can I do to ſerve you? 1 inform'd- 


him what brought me thither ; whereupon 
he aſſur'd me in the moſt obliging Terms 


in the World, that he wou'd diſpatch it by 


the next Day at the ſame Hour. He did not 
confine his Civility here, he conducted me 


to the Door of his Anti- chamber, a Com- 


pliment he only paid to great Noblemen, 
and there he again embraced me. 
What means all this Reſpect? (ſaid 1 to 
my ſelf as I was going) What does it pre- 
lage d Is Calderona meditating my Ruin? 
Or has he a mind to court my Friendſhip? 
A J Or 


iour, provi- 
caſt his Eyes | 
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or does he keep fair with me; with a Vier 


of getting me to be his Intetceſſor with our 
Patron, as foteſeeing that his Favour is 


upon the decline? I did not know which 


of theſe ConjeRuresto fix upon. Ou my 
returning to him next Day, he treated me 
after the ſame manner, he fatigu'd me with 
his Civilities and Cateſſes. Tis true, he 
fell ſhort of it in his Reception of others 
who addreſs'd themſelves to him. He ſpoke 
ſhort to one, was very cool to others, and 
ſeat away almoſtevery one difſatisfy'd. But 
they were all ſufficiently reveng'd by an 
Adventure that happen'd, which I ought 
not to paſs over in Silence; '*twill be a 


Caution for all Clerks and Secretaries that 


read it. f 

A Man in a very plain Dreſs, who did 
not appear of the Rank he was, came to 
Calderona, and ſpoke to him of a certain 
Memorial, which he faid he had preſented 
to the Dake of Lerma. Don Kodrigue 
did not ſo much as look upon the Gentle- 
man, but ask'd him after a blunt manner, 
What's your Name Friend? In my In» 


fancy (reply'd the Chevalier very cooly)” 
1 was call'd Fraxcillo ; I was fince tiled, 
Don Franciſco de Zaniga, and my Title 


now is the Count de Pedroſa. Calderons: 
thunder-ſtrack with theſe Words, and 


finding that he had to do with a Man of 


Vor. III. N the 


® ” 


ſent him Word, that the King hadjuſt ap- 
pointed him Governour- of Valencia. I 


tor his Poſt; 
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the firſt Quality, was willing to excuſe 


himſelf; My Lord (ſaid he to the Count) 
F ask Pardon, if out of Ignorance of your: 
Quality----- ] want none of thy Excuſes, 
(cry'd Francills, haughtily interrupting him) 

deſpiſe them as much as thy ill Manners. 
Know that a Secretary to a Prime Mini- 
Fer ought to receive every body civilly. 
Be, if thou- wilt, vain — to look up- 
on thy ſelf as thy Maſter's Subſtitute, but 
don't forget that thou art but his Valet. 

The proud Don Rodriguez, was prodi- 

giouſly mortify'd at this Accident; never- 
thelefs he became not a jot more humble. 
As for me, I took notice of that Rebuke, 
and refolv'd to be careful who I ſpoke to 
when I gave Audience, as alſo, not to be 
inſolent but with Mutes. As Don A- 
phonſo's Patent was drawn up, I took it 


with me, and ſent it by a Courier to that 


ag Nobleman, with a Letter from the 
ke of Lerma, wherein his Excellenc 


did not in the leaft inform him what ſhare 
I\-had in Haynes it; I did not even 
write to him, reſerving- to my ſelf the 

Pleafure of telling it in Perſon when he 
ſhou'd come to Court, to take the Oaths 


| 
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Of the Preparations that were made 
for the Marriage of Gil Blas, and 
, the important Advemure that ren. 


-_ 


der d tbem fraitleſs. 

O teturn to the fair Gabriela, I was 

to be marry'd to her in eight Days; 
_ and Preparations were made on both 
ſides for the Wedding. Salero had rich 
Cloaths made for the Bride, and I hit'd 
a Waiting - woman, a Footman, and 
an old Gentleman-nſher. Theſe were all 
choſen by Scipio, who expected, with 
more impatience than I, the Day for pay- 
ing down the Fortune. a 

The Night before this fo much wiſh's 
for Day, I ſupp'd at my intended Fathers 
in-Law's, with Uncles, Aunts, Couſins, 
and whole Tribe of Relations. In ſhort, 
J aQed the Part of a hypocritical Son- in- 
law to'the Life. I ſhew'd-a thouſand Ci- 
vilities to the Goldſmith and his Wife, I 
counterfeited the paſſionate Lover to Ga- 
briela, and courted the whole. Bamily ; li- 
ſtening, without impatience, to their flat 
Diſcourſe, and * Converſation. Accor- 


2 dingly, 
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dingly, I had the good luck to pleaſe all 
the Relations, as a Reward for my Pati- 
ence; ſo that not one of them but ſeem'd 
to be charm'd with my Alliance. 

Supper being over, the Company went 
into a large Hall, where they were entet- 
tain'd with a vocal and inſtrumental Con- 
ſort, which was tolerably perform'd, tho? 
they had not choſen the beſt Maſters in 
Madrid. Our Ears being agreeably ra- 
viſh'd with ſeveral .ſprightly Airs, it put us 
into ſuch a gay Humour that we began to 
dance. God knows after what manner 
we acquitted our ſelves, ſince I was taken 
for one of Terpſichore's Scholars, I who 
had never made any greater Proficiency in 
this Art, than what I had learn'd from two 
or three Leſſons which I had been taught 
at-the Marchioneſs de Chaves, by a petty 
dancing Maſter who came to the Pages. 
Having diverted our ſelves very well,*twas 
time for all of us to think of going home. 
] was profuſe of my Bows and Embra- 
ces. Dear Son-in-law (lays Salero, ta- 
king me in his Arms) I will bring you 
the Portion to-morrow Morning in good 
Specie. You ſhall be very welcome (te- 
ply'd 1) dear Father-in-law. Then taking 
leave of the Family, I went to my Equi- 
page which waited at the Door, and di- 
rected mY Courſe homewards. 


7 | I 


j 
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I was hardly two hundred Paces from 
Signior Gabriels, when my Coach was 
ſurrounded 'and ſtopt by fifteen or twenty 
Men, ſome on Horſeback, ſome on Foot, 
who cry'd, Stand in the King's Name. 
They had no ſooner ſaid thus, but they 
made me alight roughly and get into a Ca- 
laſh, where one of them accompany'd me, 
and bid the Coachman drive towards Se- 
ovia. I immediately judg'd that 't was an 
oneſt Aguazil who fat by me, and wou'd, 
have a8 U the Cauſe of my Impriſonment. 
But he anſwer'd me after the manner of 
thoſe Gentlemen, that is to ſay, like a 
Brute, that he was not to give me an AC» 
count. I told him that perhaps he might 
be miſtaken. No, no (reply'd he) I am 
ſure of my Man, you are the Signior 4e 
Santillane ; you are the Perſon Tam or- 
der*d to carry where we are going. Hr 
ving nothing to ſay to theſe Words, I held 
my Tongue the reſt of the Night, whilſt 
we travell'd along the Manganarez, in a 
profound ſilence. We chang'd Horſes at 
Colmenar, and we reach'd' Segovia about 
the Evening, where I was ſhut up in the 
Tower. | 


N 3 CHAP 
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- CHAP IV. 


How Gil Blas 1045 treatedin the Tower 
of Segovia, and bow he came t0 
know the Cauſe of his Impriſonment. 


＋ HE firſt Thing they did was to put me 
- into a Dungeon, where they left me 
to lie upon Straw like one of the vileſt 
Malefactors. I ſpent that Night, not in 
giving my ſelf vp to Deſpair, for I was 
not yet wholly ſenſible of my Misfortune, 
but in examining within my ſelf, what 
could have caus'd my Diſgrace. I did not 
in the leaſt doubt but it was Calderona 3 
handywark; however, twas in vain to 
ſuſpect hin of having diſcoyer'd all, I cou'd 
not imagine how he could induce the Dake 
of Lerma to uſe me ſo cruelly, Some- 
times I thought my Seizure was unknown 
w his Excellency; at other times I fancy'd 
that the Duke himſelf had done it far ſome 
Reaſon of State, as Miniſters ſometime 

have ſerved their Favourites. 

[ was ſenſibly tortur'd with my various. 
Conjectures, when Day, breaking thro” alit- 
tlegraied Window, ſhew'd me all the-Hor- 
rour ofthePlace . 

. ct. 


Chap. 4. ef GIL BL AS. 27 


ſet no Bounds to my Affliction, and my 
Eyes became two Fountains of Tears, 
which were render'd inexhauſtible by the 
remembrance of my Proſperity. Whilſt 
IJ was thus giving way to my Grief, the 
Goaler came into my Dungeon with a 
Loaf and a Pitcher of Water for my Day's 


+ - Subſiſtence.. He look'd upon me, and ob- 


ving that my Face was bath'd in Tears, 
as much a Jay lor as he was, he was moy'd 
with a ſenſe of Pity. Prifoner (ſaid he) 
don't deſpair ; you muſt not be ſo ſenſible 
. of the Misfortunes of Life, you are yet 
young; after this you will ſee other Days, 
in the mean time eat the King's Allowance 
With a good Courage. | | 
My Comforter left me at theſe Words, 
to which 1 made no Anſwer. but by 
. Sighs and Complaints; and TI ſpent the 
whole Day in curſing my Stars, without 
thinking of doing any Credit to m - 
- viſion, which in the Condition 1 was,. 
ſeem'd rather an Effect of the King's An- 
ger than of his Goodneſs, fince it ſerv'd 
to prolong the Miſery of the Vufortu- 
nate. 2 
During this 1 came on, and im- 
. mediately a gteat Noiſe of Keys took up 


my Attention. The Door of my Dun- 
-geon opened, and a moment after a Man 


N4 _. proaching 


v 
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proaching me, he ſaid, Signior Gil. Blas, 
you ſee one of your old Friends; I am 
that Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, who liv'd 
With you at Grenada, and was Gentleman 
to the Archbiſhop, when you was Favoy- 
rite to that Prelate. You begg'd him, if 
you remember, to uſe his Intereſt for me, 
and he procur'd me the Grant of an Em- 
ployment at Mexico; but inſtead of em- 
barking for the Indies, I Raid in the City of 
Alicant, where | married the Keeper of the 
Caſtle's Daughter, and by a ſeries of Ad- 
ventures which I will relate to you pre- 
ſently, I am now become Govetnour of 
the Tower of Segovia. I am expreſly or- 
der'd not to let you ſpeak. to any one, to 
allow you only Bread and Water for Su- 
ſtenance, and to make you lie upon Straw. 
But beſides my having Humanity enough 
to be touch'd with your Misfortunes, you 
have done me a Service, and my Gratitude 
prevails over my Orders. Far from being 
an Inſtrument of the cruel Thu = you ſuffer, 
] intend to mitigate the Hardſhip of your 

Confinement; riſe and follow me. 
Altho*the Keeper very well deſerv'd my 
Thanks, my Spirits were ſo confounded, 
that I cou'd nor anſwer him one Word. 
However I went with him croſs a Court- 
yard, and up a very narrow Stair-caſe, in- 
to a little Room at the very Top of the 
| Tower 
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Tower. I was not a little ſurpriz'd; at 
my entrance into this Chamber, to fee two 
Candles burning upon a Table in Braſs 
Candleſticks, and a Cloth laid with' two 
pretty handſome Plates, Knives, Forks, c. 
Su mY will be here in a minute (ſays Tor- 
40%. las) we will both eat a Mouthful; 
I defiga this Corner for your Lodging; 
you will be better here than in your Dun- 
geon. From your Window you will have 
a- Proſpect of the flowry Banks of the Ere- 
ma, and the delicious Valley which ex- 
tends itſelf, from the Feet of the two 
Mountains that divide the two Caſtilles as 
far as Coca. I know very well that you 
will at firſt be inſenſible of ſuch a fine 
Landskip; but when the livelineſs of your 
Grief has given way to a pleaſing Melan- 
choly, you will take a Delight in enter- 
taining your Eyes with ſuch agreeable Ob- 
jects. ſides this, depend upon it, you 
ſhall neither want for Linnen, or any 
thing neceſſary for a Man who loves Neat- 
neſs; as alſo you ſhall have a good Bed, 
eat well, and I will ſupply you with as 
many Books as you pleaſe. In a Word, 
you- (hall have all the Delights that a Pri- 
ſon can afford. 1000 

found my ſelf a little comforted by 
theſe obliging Offers, and reſum'd Courage 
enough to return my Goaler a thouſand 

| N 5 Thanks. 
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Fhankg. Atold him that his generonus Pro - 
cedurs reſtored me to Life, and that 1 
wiſn'd I might ever again be in a Condition 
to -exprefs my Ackhowiedgments. And 
why' ſhou'd you not (teply'd he?) Do you 
think yoo will always be a Priſoner d You 
are in the Wrong; and Idare aſſure you that 
vou will come off fur ſome Months Con- 
finement. What Tay you, Signior Den 
Andrea (ery'd I.) I Fancy you know 
the Cauſe of my Misfortune. I on it 
(reply'd he) I am not ignorant thereof; 
the Aguazil who brought you hither in- 
truſted me with a Secret, which I dare re- 
. veal to you. He inform'd me that the 
King, being acquainted that the Count de 
Lemorandyour ſelf had one Night carry'd 
the Prince of Spain to a ſuſpicious Houſe, 
had for your Puniſhment banifh'd the Count, 
and ſent you to the Tower of Segovra,. 
there to be treated with all the Severity 
which yon have undergone fince your 
coming hither. And how (ſuid I) has 
that reach'd the King's Ear? That is the 
very Citcumſtance that I want to know. 
And that (reply'd he) is what the Algwazit 
did nat tell me, and certainly he was ig- 
norant of it himſelf, ; 

As we were in this Part of our Conver- 
fation we were interrupted by ſeveral Ser- 


vants who brought in the Supper 2 
ſet 


r k 
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ſoet open the Table a Loaf; two Glaſſes, 
us many Bottles,. and three Diſhes, 
' in one of which was a Ragoo' © 1 Hare's 
trails, wich a good deal of Onion, Oil, 
and Safron; in another an Ole Podrids ; 1 
and in the third a Turley- Pom ſome 
Marmelade f de Beremgens. When Tor- 
 defilles ſaw we had all that we wanted, - 
-he ſent away his Domeſticks, not being 
willing they ſhou's hear out Diſconeſe: Me 
ſhut the Door, and we both fix down oder 
againſt each other. Let us begin (ſaid he) 
by what is moſt urgent. Vou muſt — 
dicted de gr Having: has. 1 
icted two 6” av 
he loaded my "Pare with Meat He 
he was ſerving a Wretch — 
and indeed he had ſome reuſon 40 believe 
that I was going to cram my ſelf with his 
Ragoos. However he was deceiv'd in his 
Expectation; as much need as 1 had of 
Victuals, I cou'd not get a bit down, —4 
Heart was ſo ful of my preſent Conditi 
My Gonler in vairy incited me to drink, 
and ery'd up the Excellenay of his Wine, 
in order to drive out of my Mind the mos. 
lancholy Ideas — afflicted me; 
had 


8 
5 — — — — * 
— 2 
- 
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Olla Podrida, 4 Hodge-Podge. + Berengena, 
a little Pumpion call d the Apple of Love, 


— 
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had he given me Nectar, I ſhou'd then 
have drank it without Pleafure. He per- 
ceiv'd it, and taking. another Method, he 
began to relate the Hiſtory of his Mariage 


in'a diverting Style. He ſucceeded yet 


worſe this way than the other. I liſten'd 


to his Account with ſo much DiſtraQtion, 
that when he had done, I cou'd not tell one 
Word of what he had been ſaying. He 
udg?d very tighily, that he undertook in 


Hereupon he roſe. from Table aſſoon as 
Supper was ended, and faid, Signior de 
Saxzillare, I am going to leave you to your 
Repoſe, or: rather to think at Liberty on 


it will not be of long Continuance. I 
King is naturally goed. When his Paſſion is 
over, and he repreſents to himſelf the de- 
plorable Condition you now are in, he will 
think your Puniſhment ſufficient. At theſe 
W the Keeper went down, and ſent 
up his Servants to take away. They cat- 
1d off even to the very Candles, and I 
went to Bed by the Dim Light of a Lamp 
that was faſlen d to the Wall. 


CHAP, 


vain te divert my Chagrin» that Night. 


ur Misfortunes. But I repeat it to mans 
1 he 


— 
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Of the Refleftions he made that Night 
before he ſlept ; and of the Noiſe that 

u un. 
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1 Spent at leaſt two Hours in reflecting 
1 upon what Terdeſillas had told me. 
Here am I then (ſaid I) for having been 
acceſlary to the Pleaſures of the Heir of 
the Crown, But how imprudent was it 
to do ſuch a-Service'to-ſo young a Prince 


For 'tis his being ſo very young that was 
all my Crime; if he was more advanced 
in Years, the King perhaps wou'd only 
have laught at what has now ſo 
incens'd him. But who cou'd give the 
Monarch ſuch an Information, without 
apprehending the Reſentment of the Prince 
or Duke of Lerma? That Miniſter will 
without doubt revenge his Nephew's Difſe 
gn How has the King diſcover'd it? 
hat is what I can't comprehend... - - .; * 
This Thought always recurr'd to me. 
However the Idea that afflicted me moſt, 
that rendred me quite deſperate, and which 
I con'd never baniſh out of my Mind, was 
the Plunder to which I rightly judg'd = 
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all my Effects were given up. O my 
ſtrong Box (cry'd [my dear Money, what | 
is become of you Into what Hands are 
vou fall'n? Alas! I have loſt you in yet 
eſs time than I got you! I drew to my 
ſelf a lively Picture of the Diſorder that 
reign'd in my Houſe, and I made there- 
upon ſeveral * one more me- 
lancholy than another. The Confuſion of 
ſo many different Thoughts threw me into 
a H eſs that proy'd favourable to me; 


Steep, Which had fled my Eyes the Ni 
wp my Salle; 
Bed, che 


m 
| before, came and — 
to which the Goodneſs of the Bed, 
22 — and the Fumes of 
the and Wine all contributed. I 
ſlept ſoundly, and according 10 all 
rance Day ſhovid have facpriz'd me in that 
Condition, if I had not been awaken'd by 
a Noiſe very extraordinary in a.Priſon, I 
heard the Sound of a Guitarre accompa- 
nyd with a Man's Voice. I liften'd at- 
tentively, but cou'd hear no more; ſo that 
I thought it was a Dream. But a Minute 
afterwards, my Ear was firack with the 
Sound of the fame Inſtrument and Voice 
which ſung the foHowing Verſes. 


Chap. 3. of GIL BEAS. 27 
3 
1 A an ſulo de Tor memo. 30 * 
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1 


feem'd to have been 


already boen an Age . 
my felf anew in à diſmal Reſverfe, and be- 

again to give my ſelf up to Deſpair, 28 
{+ 1 had taken Pleaſure therein. Never- 
theleſs my Complaints ended with the 
Night; and the firſt Ray of Light with 
which the Sun 1 — my et, 
mitigated a little my Diſquiet. I got up to 
open my Window, and air my Room. 
F took a View of the ( I, | 
F remember'd that the Keeper had n 
me à fine Defcription ; but F cow'd not 
find any Fhing to juſtify his Account of 
it. The Erema which I thought at leaſt 
rival'd the Tags, ſeem'd to me — * a 


Wind; but a Moment when one i 
an Age of Tormonts, | 


ger 
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Brook. Its flowery Borders were ſet off 
with nothing but Nettles and Thiſtles, 
and the pretended Delicious Vale only ſa- 
luted my Eyes with a view of Fields, moſt 
part of themuncultivated. I had not with- 
out doubt-as yet attained to the pleaſing 
Melancholy, which was to make me ſee 
Things with other Eyes than I did at that 
"= 2 45 

. to put on my Cloatns,; and was 
alread Pbalf dreſs'd when Torde/illas enter'd 
my Room, attended by an old Servant- 
maid, who brought me Shirts and Towels. 
Signior Gil Blas (ſaid he) here is Linnen, 
don't ſpare it; Þ I! take care you ſhall ne- 
ver want, Well (continu'd he) how have 
you paſs'd the Night? Did Sleep ſuſpend 
your Troubles for ſome minutes? I ſhou'd 

haps not have been yet ſticring, (an- 
ſwer'd I) if I had not been waken'd by a 
Voice in Conſort with a Guitarre. The 
Cavalier who diſturb'd your Repoſe (re- 
ply'd he) is a State Priſoner, whoſe Cham- 
ber joyns to yours. He is a Knight of the 
military order of Calatrava, and is made to 
charm one: His Name is Don Gaſton de 
Copollos, You may both viſit each other 
and ſup together: You will find a mutual 
Comfort'in your Converſation, and will 
be a great SatisfaQtion to each other. 


4 * 
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I told Don Andrea, that F ſnou'd always 
acknowledge the Favour he did me, in 
ſaffering me to unite my Afflictions with the 
Cavaliet's; and as I expreſt ſome Impati- 
ence to know this Companion in Misfor- 
tunes, our obliging Keeper procur'd me 
that Pleaſure that very Day. I din'd with 
Don Gaſton, whoſe Beauty and good Mien 
ſurpriz'd me. Judge what he mult be, to 
make ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon the Eyes 
of one us'd to ſee the handſomeſt young 
Gentlemen about the Court. Form to 
your ſelf an Idea of a Man made for Con- 
queſts; one of thoſe Hetoes in Romances, 
whole. ſingle Appearance gave Pain to Prin- 
ceſſes, and broke their Reſt. Add to this, 
that Nature who generally mingles her 


Gifts, had endued Cagollos with a great 


deal of Wit and Courage; In ſhort, he 

was a perfect Cavalier. i +7 
If this Gentleman charm'd me, Thad on 
the other hand the good Luck not t 
diſpleaſe him. He wou'd not fing any 
more in the Night, for fear of diſturbing. 
me, whatever I. con's ſay to beg him nat 
to conſtrain himſelf for me. Friend: 
ſhip is ſoon contracted between two Pen 
ſons oppreſſed by adverſe Fortune. Our 
firſt Acquaintance was ſoon follow'd by a 
tender Value for each other, which was 
heighten'd every Day. The Liberty that 
Was 
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_ was given us to diſcourſe t when 
we pleas'd, was of no {mall Service to us, 
fince by our Converſation we reciprocal- 
ly helpt each other to bear our Misfortunes 
patiently. . nn] $1.5 
I went into his Chamber one Afternoon, 
as he was going to play upon the Guitarte. 
I fat down on a Joint-ſtool, which was all 
the Seats he had, that I might hear him 
more commodiouſly; and he placing him- 
ſielf upon the Foot of his Bed, play'd a ve- 
ry moving Air, to which he added a Song, 
proper to expreſs. the Deſpair to which - 
ove is reduc'd by the gg of his Mi- 
ftreſs. When he had done, I ſaid to him 
ſmiling : Signior Cavalier, you will never 
be oblig'd to make ſuch Verſes in your 
Amours ; You were not made to find the 
Ladies cruel. You have too good an O- 
pinion of me, (reply'd he.) I compos'd 
the Lines you have juſt heard, to ſoften a 
Heart which 1 thought Adamant; and 
move a Lady to relent, - who treated me 
with the utmoſt Severity. I muſt relate 
you the Story; it will give you at the ſame: 
fine an Account of my Misfortunes. 
3 


{1 
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CHAP. VL 


The Hiſtory of Don. Gaſton de Co- 


gollos, and Donna Helena de Ga- 
liſteo. 


Tis now about four Years ſince I ſet 
out from Madrid. to Coria, to viſit 
Donna Eleonora de Lararilla my Aunt, 
one of the richeſt Dowagers in old Caſtile, 
ky 4 am ſole Heir. I had hardly 
98 before Love came to diſt urd 
my iy Quiet, 1 lodg'd in an Apartment whoſe 
indows — the Lattices of a Lady 
who liv'd over-againſt me, and whom F 
could eaſily ſee, her Grates were ſo open, 
and the Streets ſo narrow. I did not neg» 
let this Opportunity, and I found my 
Neighbour ſo handſome, that I was im- 
mediately charm'd with "ber. I inform d 
her of it by ſuch lively Glances, that twas 
impoſſible ſhe ſhou'd miſtake them. Ac - 
cordingly ſhe underſtood them very well; 
but ſhe was not a Woman to value herſelf 
upon ſuch a Knowledge, much Jeſs to make 
a return to my Grimaces. 
I was deſirous of knowing the Name af 
this dangerous Lady, who cou'd _ o 
En: 


N 


284 The Hrs Tory Book III. 


ſudden an Impreſſion upon the Heart; and 
found ſhe was call'd Donna Helena; that 
ſhe was only Daughter to Don George 
de Galiſteo, who was Lord of a conſide- 
rable Manor, ſome Leagues from Cor: 
That ſhe had often Matches propos'd for 
her, but that the Father rejected all, be- 
cauſe he intended to give her to his Ne- 
-phew Don Auguſtin de Oligbera, who had 
the Liberry of ſeeing and converſing every 
Day with his Couſin 'till the Marriage 
ſhould be concluded. This did not at all 
diſeourage me; on the contrary I became the 
more enamour'd ; and the vain Pleaſure of 
ſopplanting a happy Rival, perhaps, incited 
me more than my Love, to endeavour to 
carry my Point. I continu'd then to caſt 
the moſt paſſionate Looks at my He- 
lena; | alſo courted her Woman Felicia by 
my Eyes, as to implore her Afliſtance ; | 
even talk'd wich my Fingers; but theſe 
pieces of Gallantry were of no Advantage; 
got no more Good from the Maid than 
the Miſtreſs, they both ſeem'd cruel and 
inacceſſible. | N 
As they refusꝰd anſwering the Language 
of the Eyes, I had recourſe to other In- 
terpreters. I ſent out Spies to diſcover 
what Acquaintance Felicia had in the Town. 
They found out that her beſt Friend was 
an old Woman nam'd Theodora, and — 
24 | they 


| 
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they viſited each other very often. Ra- 


viſh'd with this Information, I went my 
ſelf to Theodora and engag'd her to ſerve 


me by my Preſents. She eſpons'd my 


Cauſe, promis'd to procure mea ſecret In- 
terview with her Friend at her Houſe, and 
kept her Word the next Day. | 
am no longer unhappy (ſays I to Feli-. 
cia) fincemy Pains have moy*d your Com- 


8 How much am I oblig'd to dur 


riend, for having diſpos'd you to grant 
me the Satisfaction of your Converſation !_ 
My Lord (reply'd ſhe) Theodora has an 
abſolute Power over me. She has won 
me over to your Intereſt; and if I cou'd 
procure your Happineſs, you wou'd ſoon 
arrive at the height of all your Wiſhes ; but 
With all my good Will, I dowt know if I 
can be any great help to you. I mult not 
flatter you; neverdid you undertake a more 
difficult Enterprize. You love a Lady 
who is prepoſleſs'd in Favour of another 
Cavalier; and what ſort of a Lady! One 


of ſuch Pride and Diflimulation, that if e- 


ver, by your Conſtancy and Addrefles, you 
ſhou'd happen to force a Sigh from her, 
don't imagine her Pride will ever ſuffer you 
to have the Pleaſure of hearing it. Alas! 
dear Felicia, (cry'd I full of Grief) why 
do you tell me all the Obſtacles I have to 
ſurmount? This Account kills me; ra- 


ther 


| 
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ther ſe upon me than make me deſpair. 
At theſe Words, I took one of her Hands, 
and preſſing it between was, put a Dia- 
mond worth three hundred Piſtoles upon 
her Finger, ſaying to her at the ſame 
Time ſuch moving Things that 1 made 
her ſhed Tears, ; 
She was too much touch'd with my Diſ- 
courſe, and too well ſatisfy d with my Beha- 
wiour, to leave me without Comfort. Here- 
upon ſhe remov'd the Difficulties a little: 
My Lord (ſaid ſhe) what I have been re- 
preſenting to you, ought not to deprive 
you enticely of Hope. Your Rival, tis 
true, is not hated; he has free Acceſs to 
his Couſin; can ſpeak to her when he 
pleaſes ; and this is what is. favourable to 
you. Their being accuſtom'd to ſee each 
other every Day, has render'd their Con- 
verſfation ſomething inſipid. They ſeem 
to me to leave each other without any 
Pain, and to reviſit without Pleaſure. 
One woy'd ſwear they were already mar- 
ried. In ſhort I don't perceive. that my 
Miſtreſs has a violent Paſſion for Don Au. 
guſtin. Beſides, as to perſonal Qualifications 
there is ſuch a Difference between you 
and him, as __ fail being obſerv'd to 
your advantage, by a youn ſo nice 
as Donna Helens. Therefore don't loſe - 

Courage, continue your Galautry, ll & 
cOng - 


| 
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< improving to your advantage 
pleaſe my Miſtrefs. - *F will: 
for her to conceal her 
find out her Sentiments thro” all ber Dit 
mulation. | | 
Felicia and I partes after this Converſa- 
tion, very well fatisfy'd with each other; 
and I begarr to ogle Don George's Daugh- 
ter ker I alſo er with a 
Serenade wherein the Verſes you juſt heard 
were ſang by a fine Voice. After the 
Conſort, the Servant, to found her Mi- 
ſtreſs, ask d if ſhe had been diverted, Fhe 
Voice (ſaid Donna Helena,) did not dit 
—_— And are e that | 
were movin md? 
J did — * 1 (anfwer'd the 
Lady ;) Lonly liſten'd to the Tune, I gave. 
no Attemion to the Verfes, nor even don't 
want to know who gave me this Sere- 
nade. If that be the So cry'd her Wo- 
man) „ Hos is m_— 
tily out in his reckoning, an 
in ſpending his Time in jooking 2 — 
Lattices. (ſays the Miſtrefs with 
a cool Air) 'tis fome other Cavalier wha. 
has juſt declar'd his Paſſion to me in this 
Confort. Pardon me (reply'd Felitia)” 
tis Don Gaſtas himſelf; the ſume 
Token that he aecoſted me this Morning 
- I 
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in the Street, and begg'd me to tell you in 
his Name that he adores you, in ſpite of 
the Cruelty wherewith you return his 
Love; and in ſhort, that he ſhou'd think 
himſelf the happieſt of Mankind, if you 
wou'd allow him to make known his Paſ- 
ſion by his Courtſhip, and gallant Enter- 
tainments. This Diſcourſe - (continu'd 
ſhe) is a ſufficient, Proof I am not mi- 
. 2 2 Dang | ; 
on George's ter immediate 

chang'd — 4 — and looking at — | 
Woman with a ſtern Air: You might very 
well (ſaid ſhe) have let alone entertaining 
me with this impertinent Stuff. I deſite 
you to trouble me no more with ſach In- 
ormations. And if that raſh young Fel- 
| low ſhou'd ever dare ſpeak to you again, 
bid him addteſs himſelf to a Perſon who 
| ſets a greater Value upon his Gallantry 
i than I; and chuſe a civiller Diverfion 
| than to be all Day at his Window, obſerv 
ing what I do in my Apartment. | 

| All this was faithfully told at a ſecond 
| Interview Lhad with Felicia, who pretending 
k I was not to take her Miſtreſs's Words 
; litterally, wou'd haye perſwaded me that 
Things went the beſt in the World, As 
for me, who cou'd diſcover no Myſtery 
| therein, and did not think that the Text 
| cou'd be explain'd in my Fayour, I was 
| very 


— mm. — — 
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very diffdent of of the Comments the made 
thereupon. She lau — at 1 7. — 
and . her F for Paper, Pen 
Ink, ſaid, nie Cavalier write —.— 
ly to Donna Helens like 2 Lover in De- 
_ Draw ber a lively Picture of your 
—— eſpecially complain — — her pro- 
ibiting your appear our Windows. 

Promiſe to obey — fire her it will 
coſt you your 1 Lie. Give this a handſome 
Turn, as you Cayaliers know very well 
how, and 1 will anſwer for the reſt. 1 
hope the | Succeſs will do me more Ho- 
nour than vou are willing to allow to my 
Penetration.” 

1 ey 722 feſt — ch 
ever ha air an Opportunity of writ 
to his Miſtreſs, and yet took not the Ad- 
vantage of it. I indited a moſt pathetick 
Letter, and ſhow'd it before ] folded ĩt up to 
Felicia, who; having read it, ſaid with a 
Smile, that if the Women knew the Art 
of charming the Men, the Men, to make 
amends, were not ignorant of the Secret 
to wheedle Women. This ſaid, ſhe took 
my Billet-doux, after which, having bid me 
have a care to keep m Windows for 
ſome Days, ſhe returu d to Don George's. 

Madam, (ſald ſhe, when ſhe came to 
Dia Helena) 1 bare met Don Gaftos. 
He did not fail — me, and wow'd 
Vot. III. haye- 


. 
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have held his ſeducing Diſcourſe with me. 
He ask'd me with a trembling Voice, like a 


Criminal who expects his Sentence, if I 


had ſpoken to you in his Name. Then I 
being haſty, and willing to execute your 
Orders faithful ly, interrupted. him abrupt li 
J rail'd at him bitterly, loaded him wit 
Injuries, and left him in the Street quite 
amaz'd at my Malapertneſs. I am over- 
40y'd (anſwer'd Donna Helena) that you 
have freed me from his Importunity. 

it was not neceſlary to ſpeak to him fo 


conght . A Woman ſhou'd always be 
mild. . 


(reply'd, the Maid) one can- 
not get rid of a paſſionate Lovet by Words 
en in a ſoft Tone. One can't even 


comnpals it by flying into a Rage and Paſ- 
8 CEE Don Gaſton was not 


diſcourag'd; having, as 1 ſaid, ſtunn'd 


him with Abuſes, I went to your Relation, 
where you ſent me. That Lady unfor- 
tunately detain'd me too long. I ſay too 
long, becauſe at my Return I found my 
Gentleman again. I did not expect ſuch-a 
Rencounter, the- ſight of him confounded 
ane, and that ſo much, that my Tongue, 
which neuer fails me upon Occaſion, was 
now. utterly ſpeechſeſs. Duting this what 
did he ? He flipt a Paper into my Hand, 
which 1 kept without knowing What 1 
did, and vaniſh d. ina Moment. 


Having 


man af my Spirit. Oh! no 


| 
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Having thus ſpoken, ſhe drew my Let- 
ter out of her Boſom, and gaye it, as if 
in jeſt, to her Miſtreſs; who having taken 
it as it were to divert her ſelf, read itin good 
earneſt, and ſeem'd afterwards very re- 
ſerv'd. Indeed Felicia (ſaid ſhe with a ſe- 
rious Air) you was an inconfiderate Fool 
for receiving this Note. What will Don 
Gaſton think of it; and what ought I to 
think my ſelf? You give me room by 
your Conduct to miſtruſt your F idelity, 
and him Reaſon to  fuſpe& my being 
touch'd with his Paſſion. Alas, perhaps 
he imagines at this Iuſtant that I read 
his Leiter over and over with Pleaſure ! 
ſee to what a-Diſgrace er Wo- 
adam (te- 
ly'd the Maid) he can't have ſuch 4 
ught; or ſuppoſe he had, he ſhou'd 
not have it long. P11 tell him at firſt ſight, 
that I have ſhown. you his Letter: That 
you look*d upon it with a cool Air, and 
that you afterwards tore it diſdainfully 
without reading. Lou may ſafely ſwear 1 
never read it (ſaid Donna Helena) I 
ſhou'd be horridly put to it, to repeat only 
two Words of it. Not content with this, 
Don George's Daughter tore my Billet, 
and prohibited her Maid's ever converſing 
with me. | 4 
As I had promis'd never more to pla 
5 ES O 2 the 
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the Gallant at my Windows, ſince the 
Sight of me was diſagreeable, f kept them 
ſhut ſeveral Days that my Obedience might 
be the more moving. But inſtead of Ogling, 
which was forbid me, I prepar'd to Sere- 
nade my cruel Helena afreſh. With this 
Deſign I placed my ſelf one Night under 
her Balcony with the Muſick ; and the Gui- 
tarres had already begun to play, when a 
Cavalier came Sword in Hand to diſturd 
the Conſort, by wounding the Performers 
on the right and left, ſo that they all imme- 
diately betook themſelves to flight, The 
Rage wherewith this Inſolent was animated, 
excited alſo my Fury. I advanc'd to pu- 
niſh him, and we began a deſperate Com- 
bat. Donna Helena and her Maid hearing 
the claſhing of Swords, look'd thro? their 
Lattices, and ſaw two Men engag'd. 
Hereupon they ſhriek'd out ſo loud that 
they rais'd Don George and his Servants ; 
who ran, as well as ſeveral Neighbours, 
to part the Fray, but came too late. They 
found upon the Field of Battle but one Ca- 
valier weltering in bis Blood, and almoſt 
liſeleſs, and perceiv'd that I was the unfor- 
tunate Man. They carry'd me to my Aunt's, 
where | was attended by the moſt skillſul 
Surgeons in the City. 3 

All the World pity'd me, and eſpecially 
Donna Helena, who then diſcoyer'd the 

. dottom 
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bottom of her Heart. Her diſſembling 
ve way to her Inclination. Wou'd you 
lieve it? She was no longer the Woman 
who thought it a point of Honour to ſeem 
inſenſible of my Courtſhip. She was a 
tender Lover, who gave herſelf up without 
Reſerve to her Grief. She ſpent the reſt 
of the Night in Tears with her Woman, 
and in curſing her Coufin Don Azga/tiz 
de Olighera, whom ſhe judg'd to have been 
the Author of theic Grief; as in reality it 
was he who had ſo difagreeably interrupted 
the Serenade, Being as great a Miſter of 
Diſſimulation as his Coufin, he had diſco- 
ver'd my Intention, without taking any 
Notice of it, and imagining ſhe return'd 
it, he had done this brisk Ad ion to ſhow 
he was not ſo patient as they thought 
him. Nevertheleſs this 'melancholy Acci- 
dent ſoon after gave place to a Joy which 
made it forgotten, As dangerouſly as I 
was wounded, the _— Skill quickly 
reſtored me to Health. I ſtill kept my 
Chamber, when my Aunt Donna Eleonora 
went to Don George to ask Donna Helena 
for me. He conſented to this Marriage 
the more willingly, in that he look'd upon 
Don Azg#/t:n as a Man whom he might 
perhaps never ſee again. But the good 
old Gentleman was apprehenſive leſt his 
Daughter ſhou'd be averſe to the Match, 
5. becauſe 
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becauſe her Couſin Oligbera had had ſo 
much Liberty to vifit her, and time to win 
her Affections; bat ſhe ſeem'd ſo willing 
to obey her Father in this Point, that one 
may conclude that *tis an Advantage in 
Spain, as well as elſewhere, to be a News» 
comer amongſt the Ladies. 1 

As ſoon as I cou'd have a private Con- 
verſation with Felicia, ſhe inform'd me 
how very ſenſible her Miſtreſs had been of 
the unfortunate Iſſue of my Rencounter. 
So that being no longer able to doubt but 
that I was the Paris tomy Helena, Ibleſs'd 
my Wound, fince the Conſequences had 
been ſo ſucceſsſulto my Love. I obtain'd 
Leave of Don George to ſpeak to his Daugh- 
ter in her Maid's Preſence. How ſweet 
was this Converſation to me! I prefy'd and 
conjur'd the Lady ſo much to tell me if 
her Father offet'd no Violence to her In- 
clinations, in delivering, her up to my Paſ- 
fron ; that ſhe own'd it was not owing to her 
Odedience only. Afier a Confeſſion fo 
raviſhing, I was wholly taken up with the 
Care of making my ſelfagreeable, and de- 
viſiug gallant Entertainments, till our Wed- 
ding-day ſhou'd' come, which was to have 

been celebrated by a magnificent Cava 
- cade, whereat all the Nobility of Cora, 
and the Parts adjacent, were to have ap- 


pear'd in the greateſt Splendour. 


Here- 
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Hereupon 1 a noble Ball, at a ſtare» 

Country Sect of my Aunt's,. near the 
Zity Gates towards Mauroi, at which Don 
George, with his Daughter, and all his 
Friends and Relations were preſent. There 
was a Conſort of vocal and inſtrumental 
Muſick ready by my Order, and a Compa- 
ny of Strollers to act a Comedy. In the 
middle of the Feaſt,” they came to whiſper 
me, that there was a Man in another Room 
who deſfir'd to ſ with me; whereupon 
F arofe from Table to ſee who it was, 
found a Perſon unknown, who look'd 
like a Valet de Chanbre, and gave me a 
Nate, which J open'd, and wherein were 
theſe Words. K. | | 
| If your Humour is dear to you, as it ought 
to be to every Knipht of your Order, you will 
not fail being to-morrow Morning in ihe 
Plain of Manroi. Da will there find 4 
Gentleman who will give you Sati faction 
for the Afﬀront you have receit'd from him; 
and if be can, put it out of your Power 10 
bade Donna Helena. 


— 


Dos Avguſtin de Olighera. 


If Love is very predominant in the S- 
niards, Revenge is mach more fo, I cou'd 
not read this Challenge and keep my Tem- 
per; the very Name of Don Augaſlis ſet 

O4 my 
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my Blood all in a Flame, which almoſt 
made me forget the indiſpenſable Part I 
was to act that Day. I was tempted to 
flip from the Company, and go immediate- 
ly in ſearch of my Enemy. However, I 
conſtrain'd my ſelf, for fear of diſturbin 
the Gueſts, and told the Man who ha 
brought the Letter: Friend, you may tell 
the Gentleman who ſent you, that I have 
too great a Defire to come to an Engage- 
ment with him a ſecond Time, to fail 
being before Sun-riſe at the appointed 
Place. K 
Having ſent back the Meſſenger with 
this Anſwer, I rejoyn'd my Company, and 
retook my Place at Table, where I com- 
os'd my Countenance. ſo well, that no 
ody had the leaſt Suſpicion of what had 
paſs'd. The reſt of the Day I ſeem'd like 
the reſt taken up with the Diverfions of 
the Entertainment, which at laſt ended at 
Midoight. The Aſſembly broke up, and 
every one re-enter*d the City aſter the ſame 
manuer as they came out. As for me, 4 
ſtaid behind at the Country Seat, under 
Pretence of going to take the Air next 
Morning, which was only that I might be 
the ſooner at the Rendezvous. Inſtead of 
going to Bed, I expe&ed Day-break with 
Impatience, which as ſoon as I perceiv'd, 
I mounted my beſt Horſe, and 2 
| alone - 


j 
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alone, as if to take a Ride in the Country. 
I advanced towards Marroi, and diſcover'd 
on the Plain a Man who came towards 
me full ſpeed. I flew to meet him, in or- 
der to ſave him half the Way; we ſoon 
met; *twas my Rival. Knight = he to 
me inſolently) 'tis with Regret I encoun- 
ter you a ſecond time; but tis your own 
Fault; you ought, after the Adventure of 
the Serenade, to have refign'd Don George's 
Daughter with a good Grace, or elſe to 
have been aſſur'd that you ſhou'd not come 
off 16, if you perſiſted in your Deſign of 
appearing agreeable in her Eyes. You are 
too proud (reply'd I) of an Advantage that 
is perhaps leſs owing to your Addrefs than 
to the Darkneſs of the Night: Von don't 
remember that the Fortune of War is un- 
certain. Not for me (anſwer'd he, with an 
inſolentAir)and I am going to ſhew you, that 
both by Day and by Night I know how 
to puniſh thoſe bold Knights who dare in- 
croach upon my Pleaſures. _ 

The only Anſwer I madeto this haughty 
Speech was by alighting, as did alſo Don Au- 
guſtin; and faſtening our Horſes to a Tree, 
we began the Combat with equal Vigour. I 
will confeſs honeſtly, that I had to do with an 
Enemy who underſtood fencing better than 
I, altho” J had learn'd two Years, but he 
was a perfect Maſter. I cou'd not expoſe 
O 451 O 5 my 
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my Life to a greater Danger. Nevertheleſs, 
as it often happens that the ſtrongeſt is 0+ - 
vercome by the weakeſt, my Rival, ſpight 
of all his Skill, receiv'd a Thraſt thro? his 
Heart, and fell down dead a minute af- 


I return'd immediately to the Country 
Seat, here I inform'd my Valet de Chambre, 
of whoſe Fidelity I was well aſſur'd, of 
What had paſs'd. After this, I faid to him, 
Dear Ramirez, take a good Horſe, before 
the Officers of Juſtice can have Know- 
ledge of this Affair, and go inform my 
Aunt of it. Defire her, in my Name, to 
fend me ſorne Gold and Jewels, and come 
and meet me at Placentia. You will find 
me at the firſt Inn as you enter the City. 

Ramirez. diſcharg'd this Commiſſion with 
ſuch Diligence, that he arriv'd at Placen- 
ia within three Hours after me. He told 
me, that Donna Eleonora was rather re- 
joyced than afflicted at a Combat that re- 

ir'd the Affront I had teeeiv'd in our firſt 

ngagement ; and that ſhe had ſent me all 
her Gold and Jewels, that I might travel 
with ſome Pleaſure in foreign Countries, 
till ſhe ſhou'd accommodate my Affair. 

Not to mention ſuper fluous Circum- 
ſtances, I ſhall only tell you, that Icrofſs'd 
New Caſtile in order to go into the King- 
dom of Valencia, and a : 

þ paſsꝰ 
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paſs'd over into Italy; where I put my ſelf 
in a Condition to ſurvey the ſeveral Courts, 

and make a graceful Appearance there. 
Whilſt I thus endeavour'd, at a Diſtance 
from my Helena, to delude, as muchas in ine 
lay, my Love and Diſquiet, that Lady, at 
Coria, bemoan'd my Abſence in ſecret. In- 
ſtead of approving of her Family's pro- 
fecuting me on account of Oligherd's 
Death, ſhe wiſh'd that it might be made 
up, and my Return be haſten'd by a ſpeedy 
Agreemem. Six Months were already 
paſs'd fince ſhe had loſt me, and I believe 
her Conſtancy wou'd have always ttium- 
phed over Time, if ſhe had onfy had Time 
to cope with; but ſhe. had yet more pow- 
erſul Enemies. Don Blas, de Combados, a 
Gemleman of the Weſt of Gallicia, came 
to Coria to take Poſſeſſion of a noble lu- 
heritance, which Don Migae l de Caprara 
his Couſin had in vain diſputed with him; 
and fluding that County more pleaſant 
than his own, he ſettled there. Combades 
was well made, ſeem'd ſweet - tem- 
per'd and -polire, and had the moſt inſinu- 
ating Wit in the World. He ſoon got 
acquainted with the People of Faſhion of 
that City, and was inform'd of all the A&- 

fairs of every one. 

He was not long ignorant that Don 
George had a Daughter, whoſe dangerous 
| Beauty 
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Beauty ſeem'd only to inflame Men to 
theit Deſtruction. This incited his Curi- 
oſity, he had a mind to ſee ſo formidable a 
Lady. To this End he ſought her: Father's 
Friendſhip, and gain'd ſo far upon him, 
that the old Gentleman looking upon him 
already as his Son- in- law, gave him free 
Acceſs to his Houſe, and leave to ſpeak 
to Helens in his Preſence. The Galician 
was not long before he fell in Love; was 
inevitable; he diſclosꝰd himſelf to Don George 
who told him that he approv'd of his Ad- 
dreſſes, but that he wou'd not conſttain his 
Daughter, but left her free Miſtreſs of the 
Diſpoſal of her own Hand. Hereupon Don 
Blas made uſe of all the Gallantry he cou'd 
deviſe to pleaſe the Lady, who was whol- - 
ly inſenſible, ſo much was ſhe prepoſlehh'd 
in my Favour. Howeyer, Felicia was in 
the Gentleman's Intereſt, who had en- 
gag'd her thereunto by his Preſents. She 
employ'd her utmoſt Addreſs to ſerve him. 
On the other hand, the Father ſeconded 
the Maid by his Remonſtrances, and never- 
theleſs all they could both do for a whole 
Year, was to torment Denna Helena, with- 
out being able to render her unfaithful to 


' Combades finding that Don George and 
Felicia in vain concern'd themſelves: for 
him, propos'dan Expedient tothem to ſur» 

| mount 
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mount the Obſtinacy of ſo prefudi&'d aLo- 
ver. This (sud he) is what I have con- 
triv'd- Let us 'counterfeit a Letter from 
an Mulian Merchant to his Cotreſpondent 
at Coria, wherein, after an Account of ſe- 
vetal Things relating to Commerce, the 
following ds ſhallbe inſerted. There 
«is lately artiv'd at the Court of Parma 
4 Spamrſp Cavalier call'd Don Gaſton de 
« -Cogollos; who ſays he is Nephew and 
% only Heir to a rich Widow who lives a 
« Corea, and whoſe Name is Donna Eleo- 
% nora de Laxarilla, Hecourts the Daugh- 
« ter of a great Nobleman, but he will 
©. not obtain her before they are inform'd 
© of the Truth. I am defir'd to addreſs 
„ my ſelf to you for that Purpoſe. Where- 
© fore 1 beg you ſend me word if you 
«know this Don Gaftow, and wherein his 
« Aunt's Eſtate confiſts. Your Anſwer 
<< will decide the Fate of this Marriage, 
«, Parma, the----- r. 
This Impoſture ſeem'd to the old Man 
but a witty Contrivance, a Stratagem that 
was pardonable in Lovers, and the Wait- 
ing · maid, yet leſs ſcrupulous than the good 
an, approv'd of it mightily. The Inven- 
tion ſeem'd to them ſo much the better, in 
that they knew Helena to be a Woman of 
a great Spirit, and likely to fall into the 
Snare immediately, provided ſhe had no 
Suſpicion 
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Suſpicion of the Cheat. Don etook 
it upon himſelf to inform her of my Change, 
and, to make the Thing have the greater 
appearance. of Truth, to let her ſpeak to 
the Merchant who had receiv'd this pre- 
tended Letter from Parma. The Project 
was executed as it was form'd. The Fa- 
ther ſaid to Donna Helena, with an Emo- 
tion wherein, in all appearance, was agreat 
deal of Spight and Anger, Daughter, I will 
no longer tell you that our Relations beg 
me every Day, never to ſaffer Don Auga- 
ſtin's Murderer to enter our Family; I 
have now a ſtronger Reafon to defire yon 
to diſengage your ſelf from Don Gaftox. 
Dye with Shame for having been fo faith- 
ful to him; he is an inconſtant perfidious: 
Wretch ; here is a certain Proof of his In- 
fidelity : Read your ſelf that Letter, which 
a Merchant of Coria has juſt receiv'd from 
Italy. Poor Helens takes the Counterfeit 
Paper trembling, runs it over with her Eyes, 
weighs all the Expreſſions, and remains 

ite overwhelm'd with the News of 
nſtancy. After this, ſome Remains of 
Tenderneſs made her ſhed a few Tears; 
but ſheſoon recall'd her Pride to her Aid, 
d wiping het Eyes, ſaid with a reſolute 
Tone to her Father, My Lord, you have 
been a Witneſs. of my Weakneſs, be ſo 
likewiſe of the Victory I gain rad 
| "Lis 
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*Tis done, I now only deſpiſe Don Ga- 
ſton, I look on him as the baſeſt of Men; 
come, I am ready to folow Don Blas to 
the Altar. Let my Marriage precede that 
of the perfidions Wretch who has repaid 
my Love ſo ill. Don George, tranſported 
with Joy at theſe Words, embraced his 
Daughter, prais'd the noble Reſolution ſhe 
had taker, and hugging himſelf for the 
Sncceſs of his Stratagem, made haſte to 
gratify my Rival's Defires. 

Thus was Donna Helena raviſh'd from 
me. She reſign'd her ſelf up raſhly to 
Combados without heark*ning to her Love, 
which pleaded for me in the bottom of her 
Heart ; withont even doubting one minnte 
of a Report which ought not to have | 
with ſo much Credulity in a Lover. The 

hty Woman only gave Ear to her 
Pride; the Reſentment of the Injury ſhe 
imagin'd I had done her Beauty, got the 
better of her Paſſion. However, ſome 
Days after her Marriage, ſhe felt ſome Re- 
morſe for having been 10 haſt y. It came into 
her Head that the Merchant's Letter might 
be forg'd, and this Suſpicion caus'd ker a2 
eat deal of Diſquiet. But the amorous Don 
las did not leave his Wife Time to nou- 
riſh any Thoughts contrary to her Repoſe. 
He only thought how to amuſe her, and 
ne ſucceeded by a continual Seties _—_— 
erent 


304 The His Tro R Book III. 


ferent Diverfions which he had the Art to 
invent. EIS C 

She ſeem'd very well ſatisfy'd with fo 
gallanta Spouſe, and they both liv'd in per- 
fect Union, when my Aunt made np my 
Affair with Don Auguſtin's Relations. She 
wrote immediately to /zaly, to 3 me Ad- 
vice thereof. I was then at Keggio in the 
lower Calabria; I croſs'd over into Sicily, 
and from thence to Spain; in fine, I reach'd 
Coria mounted on the Wings of Love. 
Donna Eleonora not having inform'd me 
of the Marriage of Don George's Davgh- 
ter, acquainted me with it at my Return, 
and obſerving that it afflicted me: You are 
in the wrong, Nephew (faid ſhe) to ſeem 
ſo ſenſible of the Loſs of a Lady who could 
not keep faithful to yon. Be rul'd by me; 
baniſh from your Memory a Perſon who 
is not worthy to have a Place there. 

As my Aunt was ignorant of Donna 
Helena's being impos'd on, ſhe was in the 
right to ſpeak thus to me, and cou'd not 
have given me better Counſel. Accor- 
dingly I promis'd to follow it, or at leaſt 
to affect an Air of Indifference, if I were 
not capable of conquering my Paſſion. 
However I cou'd not reſiſt the Curioſity 
to know after what manner this Marriage 
had been brought about. In order to in- 
form my ſelf, I reſoly'd to addreſs my ſelf 

10 


/ 


Chap. 6. of GIL 'BL'A'S. zor 
to Felicia's Friend, that is' to ſay, Theodo- 
ra, whom I have before mentions. I went 
to her, and by chance found Felicia there, 
who expecting nothing leſs than the fight 
of me, was confounded, and wou'd have 
fled, to have avoided the Explanation ſhe 
rightly judg'd I ſhou'd demand of her. I 
ſtopt her; Why do you fly me? (ſaid 
I:) Is not the perjur'd Helena ſatisfy'd with 
having ſaccifie'd me? Has ſhe forbid your 
hearing my Complaints? Or do you only 
ſtrive to avoid me, to make your Court to 
e e for having refus'd to give Ear to 
them | | | 
My Lord, (reply'd the Maid) I will 
own to you ingenuouſly, that your Pre- 
ſence confounds me. I can't ſee you a- 
in without being diſtracted with Remorſe. 
y Miſtreſs has beendeceiv'd, and I have 
had the Misfortune to be an Accomplice 
to the Fraud. O Heavens! (cry'd I ont in 
a Surprize) what do you dare to tell me? 
Then the Wench gave me an Account of 
the Stratagem Cambados had uſed to de- 
prive me of Donna Helena; and perceiving 
that her Recital pierced me to the Heart, 
ſhe ſaid her utmoſt to comfort me ; ſhe e- 
ven offer*'d me her good Offices to her Mi- 
ſtreſs, promiſing to diſabuſe her, to paint 
my. Deſpair to her; in ſhort, to ſpare no 
Pains to mitigate the Rigour of = De- 
5 25 ſtiny : 
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ſtiny; in ſine, ſhe gave me ſuch Hopes as 

à little alleviated my Pains. | 
I paſs over the infinte Contradictons ſhe 
met with from Donna Helena, in attempt 
ing to gain her Conſent to ſee me: How- 
ever ſhe compaſs'd her Ends. It was re- 
ſolv'd between them that I ſhou'd be let 
in fecretly to Don Blass, the firſt Time 
he went to an Eſtate, where he us'd to 
go from time to time a hunting, and ſtaid 
generally a Day or two. This Deſign 
was ſoon executed: The Husband ſet out 
for the Country. Cate was taken to in- 
form me of it and introduce me one Night 

into his Wite's Apartment: 

Il wou'd have begun the Converſation by 
Reproaches, but they ſtopt my Mouth. 
»Tis in vain (ſaid the Lady) to call back 
to mind what is paſs'd. Tis not now our 
Buſineſs to move each other to Compaſſion, . 
and you ate in an Error, if you think me 
diſpos'd to flatter your Inelinations. I de- 
clare to you Don Gaſton, I have given my 
Conſent to this ſecret Interview, I have 
yielded to the Intteaties that have been 
made me, only to tell you in Perfon that 
for the future you muſt only think of for+ 
getting me, Perhaps I hou'd be better ſa- 
tisfy'd with my Fate, if t were united to 
yours, but ſince Heav'n has ordain'd it 
Otherwiſe, I will obey its Decrees. | 
| What, 


Chap. G. of GIL BL AS. 307 


What, Madam (reply'd I) is it not e- 
nough to have loft you? Is it not enon 
to ſee the happy Don Blas quiet Poſſe 
of the only Perſon I cou'd love, muſt I 
alſo baniſh yon my Thoughts? Wou'd 10 
deprive me of my Love, and rob me of 
the only good | have left? Ah, Cruel, do 
you think that it's poſſible for a Man whom 
ou have once inflay'd to recover his Heart ? 
now your. own Power better than you 
do, and ceaſe vainly exhorting me to eraſe. 
you out of my Remembrance. Well then 
(anſwer'd ſhe. with Precipitation) ceaſe al- 
ſo hoping that | will repay your Paſſion 
with any Acknowledgment. - I have bur. 
one Word to ſay to you: The Wife of 
Don Blas ſhall never be Don Gaſton's Mi- 
ſtrefs. Take your meafures thereupon. . 
Fly: Let us quickly end a Converſation 
wherewith I reproach my felf, ſpite of the 
Purity of my Intentions, and which I: 
ſhon'd think it a Crime to prolong. _ . 

At theſe Words, which depriv'd me of 
all Hope, I fell at the Lady's Feet. 1 
ſpoke in the moſt moving Terms I cou'd 
think of, and employ'd even Tears to ſof- 
ten her. But all this only condaced per- 
haps to excite ſome Sentiments of Pity, 
which ſhe was very careful not to diſco» 
ver, and which were ſacrificed to her 
Duty. Having in vain us'd all * h 

| te 
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tender Expreſſions, Prayers, and Tears, 
my Love chang'd on a ſudden into Fury. 
Idre my Swötd to kill my ſelf before the 
Eyes of the inexorable Fair, who no ſooner 
perceiv'd my Action then ſhe threw her- 
ſelf upon me to prevent the Conſequences. 
Stop Cogellos (ſaid ſhe) is it thus you take 
care of my Reputation? By thus taking 
away your Life you go to diſhonour me, 
and make my Husband paſs for an Aſ- 
ſaſſin. OT | | 
Far from giving the Attention they de- 
ſery'd to theſe Words, in the Deſpair I 
was in, I only thought how to elude the 
Attempts the Miſtreſs and the Servant 
made to fave me from my ſelf. And un- 
doubtedly | ſhou'd have ſueceeded but too 
ſoon, if. Don Blas, who had been appriz*d 
of our Interview, and who inſtead of go- 
ing into the Country, had hid himſelf be- 
hind the Hangings to hear our Diſcourſe, - 
had nat come quickly to join them. Don 
Gaſton cry'd he —— on my Arm) te- 
call your baniſh'd eaſon, and don't ſhame- 
fully give way to the furious Paſſion that 
agitates you. > bad 
I interrupted Combador. Is it for you 
ſaid I) to divert me from my Reſolution? 
on ought rather your ſelf to plunge a 
Poniard in my Breaſt. My Love, unfor- 
tunate as it is, is offenſive to you. Is it 
| not 
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not enough you ſurprize mein your Wife's 
Apartment ? Needs there any more to in- 
cite you to revenge? Kill me, to rid your 
ſelf of a Man who muſt adore Helena till he 
ceaſes to live. In vain (reply'd Don Blac) 
do you endeavour to engage my Honour 
to put you to Death. _ You are ſufficiently 
puniſh'd for your Raſhneſs, and I am ſo 
well ſatisfy'd with my Wife for her vir- 
tuous Sentiments, that I pardon the Occa-/ 
fion ſhe has taken to make them known. 
Be advis'd by me, Cogollos (continu'd he) 
don't yield to your Deſpair like a faint- 
hearted Lover; rather couragiouſly ſub» 
mit to Neceſſity. F314 | | 
By ſuch like Diſcourſes the prudent G. 
lician appeas'd my Paſſion, by little and lit- 
tle, and reviv'd again my Virtue, J with- 
drew with an Intent to abſent my ſelf from 
Helens, and the Places where ſhe reſided, 
and two Days afterwards I return'd to Ma- 
drid. There, reſolving'no more to mind 
ought but making my Fortune, I began to 
appear at Court, and procure my ſelf 
Friends. But I had the ill Fortune to at- 
tach my ſelf particularly to the Marquis de 
Villareal a Nobleman of the firſt Rank in 
Portugal, who is now confin'd in the Ca- 
ſtle of Alicant on ſuſpicion of intending. 
to deliver that Kingdom from the Sub- 
jection of Spain. As the a ; 
: | new 
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knew that I hadenter'd into a ſtrict Friend- 
hip with this Lord, he had me ſeiz'd aud 
he hither. That Miniſter believes, 
that I wou'd be an Accomplice to ſuch a 
; he con'd not have done a more 
ſenſible Outrage to a Man who is of no- 
die Rank, a Caſtilian, | 

Don Gaftoz left ſpeak ing at theſe Words. 
After which, to comfort him, I ſaid : 
Signior Cavalier, your Honour cannot ſuf- 
fer by this Diſgtace, which in the End 
will certainly turn to your Advantage. 
When the Duke de Lerma is once infor- 
med of your Innocence, he witl not fail 
to give you a conſiderable Empl nt, 
to re-eſtabliſh the Reputation of a Gentle 
man unjuſtly accus'd of Treaſon. l 
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Scipio comes to the Tower of Segovia; 
| 5 look for Gil Blas, and informs 
im of a great deal of News. _ 


UR farther Converſation was inter- 

rupted by Zardefillas, whocenter'd the 
Room and addreſfs'd himſelf to me thus. 
Siggior Gil Blas, I am juſt come from a 
young Fellow;who.has been at this Priſon - 1 
Gate, and ask'd if you was not here un- 
— — and upon my having re- 
ſus'd to ſatisfy his Cutioſity, he ſeem'd ne- 
ry much mortify'd. Noble Governour 
(ſaid he, with Tears, in his Eyes), don't re- 
:fuſe my humdle Petition to be. inform'd 
whether the Signior de Santillane js here. 
I. am his Head Servant, and you wl do 
a charitable Action in ſuffering me to- ſee 
him. Lou pals in Segovia for à Gentle» 
man full of n you; will 
not deny me the Favour of ſpeaking a 
dare with my dear Maſter, whois more 
Unfortunate than Criminal. In ſhort, (con- 
tigu'd Hog Andrea). the young Man has: 
expteſt d ſuch & Deſire to have a Word 
with you, that 1 haue promis d him that 
Satisfaction this Night. I 


* 
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I aſſur'd Tordefi/las that he cou'd not do 
me a greater Pleaſure than in letting me ſee 
that Servant, who probably might have 
ſomething of Importance to tell me. I 
impatiently expected the moment when I 
ſou'd again have a Sight of my faithful 
Scipio, for I made no doubt but twas him, 
nor was I deceiv'd. He was admitted in- 
to the Tower at Night, and when he per- 
ceiv'd me, he broke out into extraordinary 
tranſports of Joy, which were only to be 
equal'd by mine. As for me I was ſo ra- 
viſh'd at his Sight, that I ſtretch'd out my 
Arms to him, and he claſp'd me in his 
without Ceremony. The Maſter and the 
Secretary were confounded-in this Em- 
brace, ſo glad were they to ſee each o- 
= IN * 


er. 
When we had both a little diſengag'd 
our ſelves, I enquir'd of Scipio in what 
Condition he had left my Houſe : You 
have no longer any (anſwer'd he) and to 
ſpare you the Pains of asking Queſtion up- 
on Queſtion, P11 tell yon in two Words 
what has paſt at your Home, Your Effects 
have been plunder'd both by the Algaa- 
zi/s Men and your own Domeſticks, who 
looking upon you as one already quite 
loſt, have taken all they cou'd lay their 
Hands upon on Truft for their Wages. 
By good Fortune for you, I had the ONS 
© , * ers 
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dreſs to ſave from their Clutches two 
large Bags of double Piſtoles, which I got 
out of your ſtrong Box, and are in Safety. 
Salers, - to whom l have entruſted them, 
will reſtore them to you when you get 
out of this Tower, where I believe you 
will not be long a Penſioner to his Maje- 
ſty, fince you were ſeiz'd without the Duke 
of Lerma's Privity. * | 
I ask'd Scipio how he knew his Excel- 
lency had no ſhare in my Diſgrace. O (re- 
ply'd he) that's a Thing whereof I am ve- 
ry well inform'd. One of my Friends, 
who is Confident-to the Duke d'Uzeas, 
has told me all the'Circumftances of your. 
Impriſonment. Calderona (ſaid he) ha- 
ving diſcover'd by the means of a Valet, 
that the Sennora Sirena receiv'd the Prince 
of Spain in the Night under another Name, 
and that twas the Count de Lemos who 
manag'd this [ntrigue, by the Interpoſition 
of the Signior de Santillane, reſolv'd to 
revenge himſelf. both of them and his 
Miſtreſs. That he might the better ſuc- 
ceed herein, he goes ſecretly to the Duke 
Ad'\Uzeda and diſcovers all to him. The 
Duke, raviſh'd to have ſo fine an Oppor- 
tunity to ruin his Enemy, fail'd not to take 
the Advantage of it. He inform'd the 
King of what he had juſt been told, and 
repreſented to him in ſuch lively Colours 
Vol. III. P the 
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the Dangers to which the Prince had been 
expos'd, that he rout'd his Majeſty's An- 
ger. So that he immediately had Sirena 
conſinꝰd in the Gonvent de, (alles Repen- 
ties; baniſh'd the Count de Lemos, and 
condemn'd Ci Blat to perpetual Impri- 


__ ſonment. 


This (continu'd Scipio) is what my Friend 
has told me; whereby you ſee your Mit- 
— is the handy-work of —— 

'Zzeda, or, to ſpeak more prope | 
Calderona, * | 1 

I judg'd by this Diſcourſe, that my Af- 
fairs mightin time be re-eſtabliſh'd; that the 
Duke de Lerma, being piqu'd at his Ne- 
phew's Exile, won'd'leave no Stone un- 
tarn'd. to tecall that Nobleman to Court, 
and I flatter*'d my ſelf that his Excellengy: 
wou'd not forget me. What a fine Thing, 
is Hope! It comforted me at once for the 
loſs of my plunder'd Effects, and render'd. 
me as gay, as if | had had Reaſon to be ſo. 
Far from looking upon my Priſon as an 
unfortunate Lodging, where I might per- 
haps end my Days; it ſeem'd rather to me 
the Means Fortune wou'd make uſe of, 
to raiſe me to ſome great Poſt. For 4 
reaſon's within my ſelf after this manner: 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Ferome of 
Florence, and eſpecially Fryar Louis of A. 
liaga (who is oblig'd to him for his . 
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about the King) ate of the Prime Miniſter's 
Party. With the Help. of theſe powerful 
Friends, his Excellency will overthrow alf 
his Enemies; or elſe the, Face of Aﬀirs 
may be very ſoon alter'd: His Maj 's 
Health is very precaripus, As foon. ag he, 
is dead, the Prince will begin his Reigu by 
recalling the Count de Lemos, who Wil 
immediately releaſe me hence, and preſent 
me to the New Monarch, who will oyer-. 
load me. with Favours. being altea 
dy full of the pleaſing Hope of what was 
to come, | hardly any longer felt my pte- 
ſent Exils. I believe indeed, that the two 
Bags of Doubloons, which my Secretary 
ſaid he had depoſited. with the Goldſmith, 
contributed as much to the ſudden change, 
as the Hopes aforemention'd. 3 .ag 
I was. tao well ſatisfy'd with Seipio's. 
Zeal and Integrity not to let him know it; 
I offer'd bim balk the Money he had ſay d 
from the Pillage ; which he refus'd: Lex - 
pect (ſays he) another Mark of your Ac- 
nowledgment. Being as much aſtoniſh'd 
at his Speech as his Refuſal, I ask'd what 
I could do for him, Let us never part, 
(reply'd he;) let me unite my Fortune to 
yours ; I have ſuch an Affection for you 
as I never before had for any Maſter. A 
as for me (ſaid I) my Boy, I'll affure you, 
you don't love one that is ungratefut. 
| 2 From 
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From the firſt moment you came to offer 
me your Seryice I lik'd you. We muſt ei- 
ther both of us be born under Libra or Ge- 
mini, Which are, as they ſay, the two Con- 
ſtellations that unite Mankind. I willing- 
ly accept of the propos'd Union; and to 
begin it, I will ask the Keeper to ſhut you 
up with me in this Tower, That will be 
a great Satisfaction to me (cry'd he;) you 
have prevented me; I was going to con- 
jure you to deſire this Favour ; your Com- 
pany is dearer to me than Liberty: I will 
only go ſometimes to Madrid to breatte 
the Office Air, and ſee if there has hap- 
pen'd no Change at Court that may be fa- 
vourable to you. Sothat you will havein 
me a Confident, a Courier, and a Spy all 
in one. | . 

Theſe Advantages were too conſiderable 
for me to deprive my ſelf of them, whete- 
fore I retain'd with me ſo uſeful a Perſon, 
wich the Leave of the obliging Keeper, 
who wou'd not refuſe me ſo ſweet a 
Comfort. | 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP. VIIE 2) 


Of the firſt Journey Scipio took #6 
Madrid. I bat was the Motive and 
the Succeſs. Gil Blas falls fat. 
The Conſequences of his Sickneſs. | 


F *tis generally ſaid that we have no 
greater Enemies than our Ddmeſticks,. 
we ought alſo to ſay that they ate our beſt 
Friends, when they are faithful and-affe- 
ctionate. After the Zeal Scipio had ſhew'd 
for my Service, I cou'd only look upon 
him as an * Alter Ego. Wherefore no more 
Sabordinaton between Gil Blas and his 
Secretary; no more Ceremonies between 
them; they were Chamber- fellows, and 

had but one Bed and one Table, +47 
There was in Scipio's Converſation a- 
bundance of Gaiety. One might juſtly have 

ſir-nam'd him the good - humour d _ 
Fellow. Beſides this, he had a Head- 
piece, and I found an Advantage in his 
Counſel. Friend (ſays I to him one Day) 
I fancy *twoud. not be amiſs to write te 
the Duke de Lerma; it can produce no 
ill Effect; What are your Thoughts there- 
P 3-14 upon f 
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upon? Ay but (reply'd he) great Men dif- 
fer ſo mach from themfelves, from one 
Moment to another, that I am not very ' 
.* how your Letter will be receiv'd. 

owever. | am for your writing at all E- 
vetits. Altho*the Miniſter loves you 


„ don't 
depend upon his Frieridſhip for the Care of 
calling you into his Remembranee. Theſe 
ſorts of Protectors eaſily forget thoſe Per- 
ſons whom they hear no longer mention'd. 
Altho' this be but too true (anſwer'd I 
I have a better Opinion of my Patron; 1 
know his Goodneſs; and am petſwaded 
that he {ympathizes wich my Pains, and 
that they preſent themſelves inceſſantly be- 
fore his Eyes: Without doubt he only _ 
waits till the King's Anger is over, to de- 
, Hiver me out of Priſon. So much the bet- 
ter (rejcin'd he;) I wiſh you” may judge 
rightly of his Excellency. Implore then 
ms Aﬀiſtance in a very moving Letter, I 
omiſe you to give it into his own Hands. 
pon this I immediately cali'd for Pen 
and Ink, and compofed a Piece of Ho- 
quence which Si, thought very Pmthe- 
tick, and Fer def, extoll'd even above 
the Archbiſhop of Grezrada's Homilies. 
I flatter'd my ſelf that the Duke of Ler- 
ma wou'd have been rouch'd with my me- 
Jancholy Account of the miſerable State 
wherein 1 really was not; und in this 2 
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'Hef 1. diſpatch'd my Courier to Madrid, 
WhO no ſooher got thithet than he went 
to that Miniſter's, where he met with a 
Valet. de Chambre who was my Friend, 
and procur'd him an Opportunity of ſpealt- 
ing to the Dake. May it pleaſe your Grace 
(ſaid Scipis to his Excellency, at the ſame 
time preſenting him the Packet wherewith 
he was intruſted) one of your moſt faith- 
ful Servants who lies 7 — the Straw in 
a dark Dungeon, in the Tower of Segovia, 
moſt humbly conjures you to readthis Letter, 
which a Goalet in pity gave him- the Op- 
- portunity to write. The Miniſter 3 
the Letter, and ran it over; but altho? 
- aw therein a Picture capable of ſoftenin 
the hardeſt Heart, far from ſeeming mov“ 
at it, he rais'd his Voice, and faid with a 
furious Look ro the Courier, before ſome 
Per ſons who cou'd hear him; Friend, tell 
Santillane that I think him very impudent 
in dating to addreſs himſelf to me, after 
having been guilty of ſuch an unworthy 
Action, for which he is {6 juſtly chaſtia d. 
He is a Wretch who muſt no longer te- 
ly upon my Favour, and whom I abandon 
to the King's Reſentment. 
Las Scipio, as much Aſſutanee as he had, was 
. confounded at this Speech. However in 
ſpight of his Amazement, he wou'd have 
interceded for me 1 Lord Geri he) 
a 4 — i . 
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this poor Priſoner will die for Grief when 
he hears your Excellency's Anſwer, The 
Duke made no other Reply to my Me- 
diator but by frowning upon him, and turn- 
ing his Back. Thus did this Miniſter treat 
me, the better to hide the Part he had 
in the Prince of Spain's amorous Intrigue; 
and this is what all petty Agents ought to 
expect, who are employ'd by great Men in 

their ſecret and dangerous Negotiations, 
When my Secretary return'd to Segovia, 
and inform'd me ofthe Succeſs of his Com- 
miſſion, I was again plung'd in that dread- 
ful Abyſs wherein I found my ſelf the firſt 
Day of my Impriſonment. I even thought 
my ſelf more unhappy, ſince I had no lon- 
ger the Duke of Lerma's ProteQion. My 
Courage fail'd, and whatever they cou'd 
ſay to reſtore it, I became again a Prey to 
the deepeſt Melancholy, which inſenſibly 
threw me into an acute Diſeaſe. 
The Keeper, who was concern'd for my 
Preſervation, imagining he could not do 
better than to call in Phyſicians to my afli- 
ſtance, brought me two, who had both of 
them very much the Look of being very 
faithful Servants to the Goddeſs * Libitina. 
Signior Gil Blas (ſaid he) preſenting them 
to me, here are two Sons of Hippocrates, 
| | | who 
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who are come to ſee you, and wifl recover; 
you in a little time. I was ſo prepoſſeſt a- 
gainſt all Doctors of Phyſick, that Icer-, 
tainly ſhou'd have given theſe but a yety, 
ſcurvy Reception, had I been ever ſo little 
fond of Life. But I was then ſo weary of 
it, that I thought my ſelf oblig'd to Torde- 
Jillas for putting me into their Hands. 
Signior Cavalier, (ſaid one oftheſeDoQtors 
to me) you muſt, before we proceed, repoſe 
a Confidence in us. I do a petfect one (te- 
ply'd I;) with your Aſſiſtance, don't doubt 
but I ſhall be cured of all my Ails in a few 
Days. Yes, with the help of God (rejoyn'd 
he) ſo you ſhall; . at leaſt we will not be 
wanting in our Endeavours. ln Effect, 
theſe Gentlemen did their Buſineſs toa Mi- 
racle, and put me into ſuch a fair Way, 
that I was going viſibly to the Seygian Lake. 
Don Azarea deſpairing of my Cine had al- 
ready brought a Franciſcan to diſpoſe me to 
die well: Already had the good Father dif- 
charg'd that Office and retir'd': And for my 
ſelf, believing that my laſt Hour was'nigh, 
I made a Sign to Scipio to draw near my 
Bed. Dear Friend (ſuid I, with a dying 
Voice, ſo much was I-weaken'd: by their 
Medicines and Bleedings) I leave you one 
of the Bags that are at GabriePs, and l con- 
jure you to carry the other into Aflaria, 
to my Father and Matte: who mult be 
27 5 in 


K — — 


321 Te HI tro Book III. 
in need of it, if yet alive. But alas 1 am 
much afraid they cou'd not ſupport under 
my Ingratitude. The Report Maſcude 


mate them of my unnatural Behaviour, 
has' 
If 


aps been the Cauſe of their Death. 
n has preſerv'd them in ſpite of 
the Indifference where with I repaid thei 
Tendernefs, yoa may give them the k 
of Donbloons, and beg them in my Name 
to forgive me for not ufing them better; 
and if they are no longer living, I charge 
you to employ this Money in having Maſ- 
fes ſaid both for the Repoſe of their Souls 
and my own. Having thus ſaid I reach's 
out one Hand, which he bath'd in Tears, 
without being able to anſwer me one 
Word, fo much was the poor young Fel- 
low afflicted for my Loſs. This proves 
chat the Tears of an Heir are not always 
Smiles hid under a Mask. 
I expected then to make my Exit, ne- 
vertheleſs I was dceeiv'd in my Expecta- 
tion. My DoQors having quitted me, 
and left Nature at Liberty to operate, ſav'd 
me by that Means. The Fever which 
they prognoſticated was to carry me off, 
went away, as it were to give them the 
Lye. I recover'd by little and little, and 
-by the greateſt good Fortune in the World, 
my Iineſs was ſacceeded by a perfect 
Tranquility of Mind, I had then no need 


of 
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of being Comforted, I pteſerv'd all the 
Comte for Riches and Honours that the 
Opinion of an approaching Death had in- 
Mil." into me, and being refſtor'd to myſelf, 
I blels'd Di grace. I thank'd Heaven 
tot it 43 for a paticulat Faydut, and took 
4 firm Reſolution to retufn no more to 
Court, even if the Duke of Lermaywou'd 
.recal me; I rather propos'd to my ſelf, 
if ever I got qut of Prifon, to buy a Cot- 
tage and live like a Philoſbpher, © 
My Confident approv'd of my Deſign, 
and told me that to haſten the Execution 
of it, he intended to return to Madrid to 
ſollicite my Enlargement. Ihave a Thought 
N he) comes into my Head ; I 
now a Perſon that may ſerve you. 'Tis 
the favourite Maid to the Prince of Spain's 
arſe 3. a Girl of Wit. I will ſet her 
to work for you upon her Miſtreſs ; I will 
try all means to releaſe yon from this Tower, 


Which is ſtill but a Priſon, however well 


treated you are therein. You are in the 
right (reply'd I;) go Friend, begin your 
Negotiation without loſing T ime : Would 
to Heav'n we were already in our Retire- 
ment. | 0 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. | 


Scipio returns to Madrid. How and 
upon what Conditions he had Gil 
Blas reftor'd to Liberty. Mbere 
they both went on parting from the 
Tower of Segovia, and what Con- 
verſation paſs'd between them. 


Sy CIPTIO then ſet out again for Madrid, 
| and in the mean Time I, in expeQation 

of his Return, apply'd my ſelf to reading. 
Tordefillas farniſh'd me with more Books 
than I defired ; which he borrow'd of an 
old Commander who cou'd not read, and 
yet had a fine Library to give himſelf the 
air of a learned Man. Above all I liked 
the good moral Authors, becauſe I found 
every Minute in them ſomething that flat- 
ter'd my Averſion to the Court, and my 
Love of Solitude. g 

| ſpent three Weeks without hearing a 
Word of my Manager, who at laſt te- 
turn'd, and ſaid with a gay Air, For this 
Time Signior de Santillane | bring you good 


News. The Nurſe will eſpouſe your 
Intereſt. Her Maid, at my Intteaty, ang 
or 
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for a hundred Piſtoles which I have con- 
fign'd to her, has had the Goodneſs to ſpeak 
to the Prince of Spain for your Enlarge 

ment; and the Prince who, as I've often 
told you, can deny her nothing, has pro- 
mis'd to beg the King his Father to releaſe 
you. I came as foon as poſfible to tell 
you the News, and am going ſtrait back 
again, to put the finiſhing Stroke to my 
Work. At theſe Words he left me, and 
fet out for Court. E Pp 
. His third Journey was not long; l 
ſaw my Gentleman return at the Week's 
end, with advice that the Ptince had ob- 
tain'd my Liberty of the King, but not 
without Trouble. This was confirm'd 
to me the ſame Day by the Keeper, who 
came to embrace me, and told 'me, My 
dear Gil Blas, Heav'n be thank'd you are 
free. The Priſon-Doors are open for you, 
but *tis upon two Conditions which per- 
haps will cauſe you a great deal of Trouble, 
and which | amr oblig'd to tell you with 
Regret: His Majeſty fordids your appears 
ing at Court, and orders you to quit both 
the Caſtilles in a Month: Fam very much 


„ wmaortify'd that they have forbid you the 
Court. And I am glad of it (reply'd I.) 


God knows my Thoughts; Lexpected but 
one Favour from the King, and he has 
done me two: | 

h Being 
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Being aſſur'd then that I was no longer 
2 iſomer, I hired (yo Mates bens 
y Confident and I mounted next Day 
fter I had taken leave of Cogollos, and | 
thank'd Torde/iilas a thouſand Times for 
all. the Teſtimonies of Friendſhip I had re- 
eiv'd from him. We ſet out gaily for 
Madrid, to draw our two Bags, whic 
had each of them five hundred Doubloons, 
out of Signior Gabrie/s Hands. As we 
were upon the Road, my Aſſociate ſaid 
to me, if we are not Rich enough to pur- 
chaſe a magnificent Eſtate, at leaſt we may 
buy a Competency. If we ſhou'd have 
but a Hut, (reply'd | ſhou'd be ſatisfy'd 
with my Lot. o' I am hardly in th 
middle of my Age, I find my ſelf diſguſted 
with the World, and 1 deſign for. the 
future, only to live for my ſelf. Beſides 
this, let me tell you I have form'd to my 
ſelf an agreeable Notion of a rural Life, 
an Idea that raviſhes me, and makes me 
enjoy it beforehand. Methinks I already 
ſee the Meadows enamel'd, hear the Nigh- 
tingals ſing, and the Rivulets murmür: 
At one time imagine I atndiverting my ſelf 
a hunting, and at another time a fiſhing, 
Fancy to your ſelf the different Pleaſures 
that wait us in our Solitude, and you will 
be charm'd as well as me. As to our 
Food, the plaineſt will be the beſt. A 


Mouth- 
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Mooth-full of Bread may fatisfy us wh 
we ure oppreſs'd with Hunger. We wall 
Eat it with an Appetite that will make vs 
think it Excellent. Pleaſure don't Condit 
in the Delicicy of exquiſſte Viauds, it is 
all within our ſelves ; and this is fo true, 
that I don't make my beſt Meals at Tables 
that I fee furniſh'd With the moſt Epicuriſin 
and Plenty. 5 | 
With your leave Signior Gil Blas, (aid 
my Secretary interrupting me) I am not 
Atogether of your Mind about this pre- 
ed Frupality to which you bid me 
welcome. Why muſt we live like Diozeme; ? 
Tf we don't fare fo very hard; we ſhall be 
never the more unhealthy. Be advis'd by 
me, ſince we have (God be thank'd) wher 
with to render onr Retirement agreeable, 
don't let us make it the Abode of Fatnitie 
and Poverty. A ſſoon as we have booght 
an Eſtate, let us ſtock it with good Wines, 
and all other Proviſions that are proper for 
Men of Wit, who don't quit the Convet- 
- ſation of Men to renounce the Conve- 
niencies of Life, but rather to enjoy them 
with the greater Tranquility. has one 
has in the Houſe, ſays Heſiod, don't make 
ns uneaſy, whereas what one has not may. 
Tis better, continues he, te be in Poſſeſſion 
of all things neceſſary at ones Houſe, than 10 
be wiſhing to have them, 
a 5 What 
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What the Devil Mr. Scipio (ſaid I, in- 
1 him in my turn) you underſtand 
the Greek Poets! pray where did you get 
acquainted with Heſiod? At à learned 
Man's (reply'd he.) I ſerv'd a Pedant 
ſome time at Salamanca, who was a great 
_ Commentator. He wou'd make you a 
large Volume in the twinkling of an Eye. 
He compos'd it of Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin Paſſages, which he extracted from 
the Books in his Libracy, and tranſlated 
into Spaniſh, As I was his Tranſcriber, 
I have retain'd. I don't know how many 

- Sentences, as remarkable as that I have 
juſt quoted. If it be ſo (anſwer'd I) you 
have your Memory well embeliſh'd. But 
to return to out Project; in which of the 
Spaniſh Kingdoms do you think proper for 
us to ſettle out Philoſophical Reſidence? I 
declare for Arragon (reply'd my Confi- 
dent.) We may find there abundance 
of charming Places, where we may lead 
a delicious Life. Well then (ſays 1) 
ſo be it, let us (top at Arragen; I conſent 
to it. May we find an Abode there which 
may ſupply us with all the Pleaſures where- 
of my Imagination is ſo full. 


CHAP. 
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"CHAP: X. 


What they did on their Arrival at 
Madrid. bo Gil Blas met in the 
Street, and what Succeſs. attended 
this Rencounter. 

BE ING come to Madrid, we alighted 

at a little ready-furniſh'd Houſe, where 

Scipio had lodg'd in his Journeys thither ; 

and the fitſt thing we did was to go to 

Salero's, to draw our Doubloons out of his 

Hands. He receiv'd us perfectly well, 

and expteſs'd a great deal of Joy at m_ 

me at Liberty, I proteſt (continu'd he): 

was ſo ſenſible of your Diſgrace, that it 

ve me a Diſguſt to an Alliance with 
z0urtiers. Their Fortunes are too much 
like Caſtles in the Air ; for which Reaſon 

I have marry'd my Daughter Gabriela to 

a rich Merchant. Vou have done very 

well (reply'd I;) for, beſides his Fortunes 

being upon a more ſolid Bottom, a Citi 
zen who becomes Father · in- Law io a Man 
of Quality, is not always contented with 

the Gentleman his Son-in-Law. 10 

y Then 
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Then changing the Diſcourſe, and com- 
ing to the Matter in hand; Signior Ga- 
briel (continu'd I) do us the Favour if 
— pleaſe to deliver us the two thouſand 

iſtoles that. Your Money is all 
rea y (ſaid he, interrupting me;) and car- 
rying us to his Cabinet he ſhew'd us two 
Bags, whereon theſe Words were written 
on Tickets: Theſe Bags of Dowbloons be- 
long to Signior Gil Blas de Santillane. 
There (laid he) there is your Money as it 
was intruſted with me. 

.. I thank'd Salero for the Favour he had 
gone me, and being very well comforted 
for the loſs of his Daughter, we carry'd 
off the Bags to our Lodging, where we 
ſet about counting our dovble Piſtoles. 
The Sum was right within fifty, which 
had been disburs'd for the Purchaſe of my 
Liberty. We now only thought of putting 
our ſelves in a Condition to go to Aragon. 
My Secretary took upon kim the Charge 
of buying a Calaſh and two Mates; and 
on my Side I made a Proviſion of Einnen 
and Cloaths. Whilſt I was thus employ'd 
in running up and down. the Streets, and 
making my Bargains, I met the Baron at 
Steinbach, the Officer of the German Guard 
with whom Don Alpbonſd had beth broughit 
up. | 838 
1 1 
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I faruteg che Ges Cavalier, who 
having alſo recolfftey me 5 to the 
tid Embed the : 1 am xtr n dee 
{ſaid I) to fee your Lordthip in the 

Health in the Vorld. and at the fant 
time to have un Opportunf to learn News 


'of Signior Don Ccſar, and Don Alphonſo 
te 2 1 tan give you a certaſn Ac- 


count of them (anfwer'd he) fince 
ute both a ee at Madrid, and What 
more, lodgid gt my Houſe,  *Tis abqut 
three Months ſmer they cum to this City, 
to thank his Majeftly for a Favour P 
Alphonſo nas receiy'd in ackrtowtedgertithe 
of the Favours his Anceſtors have dofte 
"the State. He bas been made Governor 
of Valencia, without having ask'd that 
Poſt, or deſired ary one to ſollfeſt for 
him. Nothing cou'd be eech wer - 
and this ſhews a our Mo loves to 
reward Valor. 
Ano“ I ktiew bettet Mah Seba what 
to think of it, I did not feem to have the 
leaſt Knowledge in the World of what hie 
401d me. But 1 exprefs'd fuch 4 prodt- 

ous Impatienèe to oy my Reſpects to 

4 Maſters; that be entry d me aue 
2 ih e he, TAY AO 
to try 14 9, t E. 
ception he gave me, wh he had ftift 
any Affection ten ming Tot me. E 
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him in a Parlour playing at Cheſs with the 
Baroneſs de S:teinbachWHe left his Game 
aſſoon as he ſaw me, and advancing to- 


wards me in a 1 ranſport, he clafp'd me 


around the Neck, and ſaid with an Air 
that ſhew'd a real Tranſport, Santillaue, 
you are then at laſt reſtored to me, I am 


overjoy'd at it. *'T was not my Fault we 


did not keep together; I beg'd you, if 
you remember, not to leave the Caſtle 
of Leyva, but you did not regard my Requeſt. 


However I don't blame you; I even take 


the Motive of your Retreat kindly. But 
you ought to have let me heard from you 
ſince that time, and have ſav'd me the 


- Pains of ſearching in vain for you at Gre- 
nada, where my Brother-in-Law Don 


Fernando ſent me Word you were ſettled. 
After this little Reproach, (continu'd he) 


tell me what you do at Maarid, undoubt- 


edly you have ſome Employment here. 
Be sſſur'd that I intereſt my ſelf more than 
ever in your Welfare. My Lord (an- 
ſwer'd I) *tis not yet four Months that I 
had a pretty conſiderable Poſt-at Court. I 
had the Honour of being Secretary. and 
Confident to the Dake de Lerma. Is it 
poffible (cry'd Don Alphonſo, in an ex- 
tream Amazement!) what, was you in- 
truſted with that Prime-Miniſter's Secrets? 
1 gain'd his Favour, -(reply'd I) and I loſt 

| g " it 


| N * - 
* > — 
* 


oy MT. of 1 12 9-:. 4a 
Chap. 10. of GIL BLAS. 333 
it after the manner | am going to relate to 
on. Theu I told him all the Story, and» 
finiſh'd my Recital at the Reſolution 1 


had taken to buy me a Cottage, with the 
little I had-left of my former Proſperity, 


= 


and to live there a retired Life. 

Don Cæſar's Son having liſten'd to me 
With a great deal of Attention, made an- 
ſwer; Dear Gi Blas, you know | have al- 
ways lov'd you; you ſhall no longer be: 
Fortune's May-game, Ill ſet you above 
her Power, by making you Maſter of an 
Eſtate whereof ſhe can't deprive you: Since 
you deſigu to live in the Country, I give ou 
a little piece of Land which we have near 
Llirias, four Leagues from Valencia. Lou 

know it. *Tis a Preſent we can make 
you, without any Inconvenience to our 
ſelves. I dare anſwer for it my Father 
won't contradi& me, and that *twill be a 
ſenſible Pleaſure to Jerapbina. = * 

I threw my ſelf at the Feet of Don 4. 

phonſo, who rais'd me in a Moment. 1 
| kiſs'd his Hand, and being more charm'd 
* with his good Will than his Preſent: My 
| Lord (ſaid I) yohr Behaviour raviſhes me. 
t } The Gift you have made me is ſo much 
the more agreeable, as it precedes the 
I Knowledge of a Service I have done ou: 
? and I wou'd rather owe it to your Genero- ; 
ſity than Gratitude, My Governor was a 


t 7 little 


; 
J 
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little furpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, 3 | ee 
not fail wh 26s what this p den 
* was. m'd him, and gave ini 
Account that redqubled his s A e 
He was far from bebe as ME 9s 
Baron de Steinbach, "that the Gover #4 
of Valencia had been given him 13 my 
tereſt. However, not being able 7452 


to doubt it 'Gil Blas * he) {inc 
5 to you T did y Poſt, 1 don't de 1 


to confine m fe] 2 the little Eſtate at 
Llirias; I offer you beſides that a Penſion 


of two thouſend” cats a Year.” 


Hold there, Signior Bon Alphonſo (cr yd, 
I, interrupting him at theſe Wor 001 A 


reviye again ny Covetoulheſs. | Riches ate 
only proper to corrupt the Mor 
experienc'd it but too much. 


willing] 


accept 6f your Miihe Competence at Llir 2 
I 'hall live there commediguſly wirk the 
Money 1 haveelſewhere:But that is endung h, 


and far from deſiring more, I ſhou'd foo 
er conſent to loſe what Spperfluity ! 


ſels. -Riches are but a'Burthen in a Retire. N 


ment, where one deſires only Tranquility. 
Whilſt we were talk ing at this rate, Don 

Ceſar came in, who ſhewẽed no leſs Joy at 

the Sight of me than his Son; and 2 


he was acquainted with the Obligation his 


Fnamity had to me, he prels'd me to acce 
the GR Which 1 again refuy'd. 


» 
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9257 the Endo md e 05 Son carry'd 179 


ta a Notary Grant Wwas dran 
* they both by» more. Views 
re than they wou' d baye 


885 had 93 to their Profit. Ka 28. 5 | 


Conte was difpatch'd, they deliver'd it, 4 
imo my Hands, telling nie ih Eſtate a: 775 
44 was no longer theits, an that I might ge 


and take Po eon When I pleas'd. A 
2 they retnen'd to the Bar Baron de See 


and I ya to my where, 
Leal N. Sectetaty With 10 0 
the Ki 7 via of Valencia, and norm 


wy told him. that. we had 


him We. 15 ies bad ce 
n . ME rae 270 this In 
be O d .ſaid ve hund 2 


cats a . inte 5 and Per 15 * | 
ou 'tis an . FAD 1 1000 

baving been there, 2 7 . as 55 
ard to the Lords of e little 
Houſe on the Raalte of ße Gu 1 
in a Hamlet of five or fix Couages, and 8 
charming County. 

What pleaſes me yet more, (cty'd ges- 
pio) is, that we ſhall there have fine Wild- 
fowl, with Benecarlo Wine, and exqui- 


fite Muſcadine. Come my Patron, let us 


haſte to quit the World, get to our 
Hermitage: I want ac much o de there as 


thee (reply'd BY but I muſt firſt take a 
Journey - 
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Journey into Afuria. My Father and Mo- 

© ther are in no very good Condition there, 
I intend to go ſeek them, to carry them to 
Lirias, where they may fpend their latter 

Days in Quiet. Heaven has perhaps pro- 
rided me this Place of Refuge for their 
Reception, and will puniſh me if 1 ſhou'd 
neglect it. Scipio approv'd very much of my 
Deſign, and even incited me to put it in Ex- 
ecution, Let us loſe no Time (ſaid he) 
have already ſecured a Calaſn, let us buy 
Mules ſpeedily, and take the Road to Ov:i-- - 
edo. Yes, Friend (reply'd I) let us go as 

ſoon as poſſible. "I think it an indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to ſhare the Pleaſures of my Re- 
tirement with the Authors of my Birth. 
Our Journey won't be long; we ſhall 
ſoon ſee one another at our Hamlet; and 
when 1 get there, I will write over the 

Door of my. Houſe theſe two Latin Ver- 

ſes in Golden Letters, 


+ 
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Inveni Portum, Spes & Fortuna valete, 
Sat me luſiſtis; ludite nunc altos. © 
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